J * J > ^ * 1 * 


1 k ifr^mAlexander - 4260 
1 - Mr^rThau 


SAG , Mobile 


December 3, .1954 


Director , FBI 


X WHITE CITIZENS GOmCli. 

INTERNAL SEGUM1TY « * . 

Reurairtel November^ 317, 1954, captioned "White 
Citizens Council , Inf ormat ion, Concerning (Civil Mights) , n 

Tou should closely follow the activities of the 
captioned organisation in accordance with Section C of 7 
SAC letter 54-67; however , no active investigation is 
desired at this time , 

Tou should be alert for any indication the 
activities of this organisation come with in the purview of 
Executive Order 10450 whereby the Attorney General may 
designate organisations which have ” adopted a policy of 
advocating the commission of acts of force and violence to 
deny others their rights under the Constitution of the United 
States," 

In the event the activities of the captioned 
organisation fall within the provisions of Executive 
Order 10450 you should , of course, immediately institute 
an investigation and advise the Bureau, 
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1200 Assemble To SeelF 
Answer To S egre g ati o n 
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SELMA, Ala. — (AP)— Some 
1200 white men met here in tl| 
heart of Alabama’s Black Be 
Monday night seeking a soluti: 
to the problem of racial segreg 
tfon. . 

The occasion was for a mass 
lecting of the newly organized 
^hite Citizens Council. 

The gathering which filled the 
auditorium of the Selma Junior 
High School, came expecting to 
be told how the issue could be 
met and defeated, but they were 
disappointed. 

The three speakers on the pro- 
gram — all from Mississippi where 
similar organizations have bee^i 
formed recently — spoke far gel 
ini generalities. They made n 
re ercnce to any method in whic 
ac jegregation might be successr 
fu ly combatted. 

The only reference to a pub- 
licized “economic blockade” was 
made by Alston Keith, promi- 
nent Selma attorney, and chair- 
man of the Dallas County White 
Citizens Council. 

Keith, who presided at Mon- 
day night’s meeting, is also chair- 
man of the Dallas County Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee. 

Claims Legality 

In his closing remarks, Keith 
said, “no economic pressure will 
be applied, that has not already 
been sanctioned by the courts of 
Alabama and the U. S. Supreme 
Court.” 

Although billed as an open 
meeting, in which the organifjh- 
1 'on would “lay its cards on l be 
t ible,” the Dallas County gro ip 
1 arred all news photograph rs 
tnd ordered that all news stories 
by approved by the executive 
committee. 


. c H o w o n gr, at the coVTCllislurrof 
the meeting, Keith noted nothing 
“controversial” had been said on 
1 


le program and the stories were 
ot censored. 

The three speakers on the pro- 
dram were Hep. J*. S. William^ 
and Sen. T. M. Williams, both 
members of the Mississippi Legis* 
lature, and the Kevi M. H. Clark 
a Presbyterian minister. i 

Rep. Williams, a tall, not un- 
handsome man wearing a bright 
red bow tie, insisted the Mis- 
sissippi organization is “not one 
of viotence.” 

“The citizens (Committee of 
Mississippi is not a Ku Klux 
Klan, but our purpose is to give 
direct answer to the Nation'll 
(Association for the Advancement 
pf Colored People. We have p 
heritage in the South for whicp 
ive should ever bo vigilant,” He 
said. “The NAAC P*s -motto is’the 

Negro shall be frefc by 1963’ a\id 
shjill we accept that?” 

1 No Fence Straddling 
TWe can’t have it, for if we do, 
| it fvould ruin the economic sys- 
tem of the South,” he continued, 
Williams added “the men of the 
South are either fbr our council 
or against it. There can be no 
fence straddling.” 

Purpose of the glroup in Dallas 
County as well as those organized 
in Marengo, Halfe and Perry 
Counties, is to uphold segrega- 
tion of the races. 

Of considerable significance in 
all four counties is that the col- 
ored, population far outnumbers 


Meanwhile, in Marengo Coun- 




more than 150 people 
ded a mass meeting of the 
rengo County Citizens Coun- 
at the Marengo courthouse ih 
LilAden. . ' 

A representative of the Mis- 
sissippi citizens explained the 
purpose of the organization and 
plans were made to hold another 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 6 at 
the courthouse. 

'pircuit Solicitor Tom Bo(fes 
wife named temporary chairnrt in 
of the council. Mayor W. G. Lit] le 
ofjJLinden presided at the mej t- 
in^. 


the ' 
A 
Dali, 
per < 
and 


hitc.' P 

total of 65 pifcr cent of thj* 
s population is colored; 67 
in I> . rry; CiT m Mareng<;|; 
70 in Hale. h 
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Williams added “the men of the 
South are either for, our council 
or against it. There can be no 
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Purpose of the group in Dallas 
County as well as those organized 
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Transmj/tf the following message to: 

AIRTEL (AM) 


44“ o 




4 Tele. Rocits. 
i Mr. Holloama 
Miss 



IRECTOR, FBI 

WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL, INFORMATION CONCERNING (CIVIL RIGHTS). 
ENCLOSED FOR THE BUREAU* S INFORMATION ARE TWO COPIES OF NEWS 
ARTICLE ENTITLED ”1200 ASSEMBLE TO SEEK ANSWER TO SEGREGATION” 
APPEARING ON PAGE 4-A IN 11/30/54 ISSUE OF MOBILE REGISTER, ^ 


DAILY NEWSPAP^ PUBLISHED AT MOBILE. ARTICLE CONCERNS 
FORMATION OF WHIT E CITIZENS. COUNCIL, DALLAS COUNT Y. SELMA, 
.ALA,, AT A MEETING HELD IN SELMA ON THE NIGHT OF 11/29/54. 
ALSTON KEITH, ATTORNEY, REFLECTED AS CHAIRMAN. ARTICLE 
IDENTIFIED THREE SPEAKERS AT MEETING AS REPRESENTATIVE, 

J. S. WILLIAMS AND SENATOR T. M. WILLIAMS, BOTH MEMBERS 
OF MISS. STATE LEGISLATURE, AND REV. 


az. 




, IDENTIFIED 


-b6 

b7C 


)Uju, 




ONLY AS A PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER, THESE SPEAKERS DISCUSSED 
SIMILAR ORGANIZATION IN MISS., THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF 
MISS. THE STATED PURPOSE OF THE DALLAS COUNTY GROUP IS TO 
UPHOLD SEGREGATION, BUT NO METHODS GIVEN AND NO DIRECT 
STATEMENTS MADE AS TO "ECONOMIC BLOCKADE" AGAINST ANY NEGRO 

i 

OR NEGRO GROUP. ARTICLE REFLECTED THAT WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL > 

ORGANIZED IN THREE OTHER ALA. COUNTIES IN WHICH COLORED POPULATION ^ 

• , 1% 

OUT NUMBERS WHITES. NO INVESTIGATION BEING OTDERTAKEN B 

ENCL. (2) jgtfStsftt m 

1 - NEW ORLEANS I Mr. Kozmf mUtU ^. 

i .q DEC< 2 1954 

M Per 






Approved : 



cial Agent in Charge 


a , 
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i, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

PAGE TWO 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


CONCERNING THIS ORGANIZATION UNLESS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED BY THE 
BUREAU. CC FURNISHED TO NEW ORLEANS IN VIEW OF REFERENCE TO 
CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF MISS. 


a 

SHANKLIN 



Approved : 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. 


M 


Per, 


standard form no. 64 * 
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ce Menmandum • united government 



TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FRO 


SUB 



C, MOBILE (105-121) 


WHITE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL 
INTERNAL SECURITY -X 


DATE: 12/^54 

V 

V. 

V 




Re Bureau memo to Mobile dated 12/3/54 captioned 
as above and Mobile airtel to the Bureau and New Orleans 
11/30/54 entitled"White Citizens Council, Information Con- 
cerning (Civil Rights). 11 


Selma 


, On 10/30/54 Captainl 

Alabama, Police Department reported that a white" Citizens* 
Group was being formed in Dallas County, Selma, Alabama, to . 
defend segregation and that this group was to be patterned * 
after similar groups that had already been formed throughout 
the State of Mississippi, The goal of the group is to. enlist 
the support of all white businessmen, bankers, lawyers, and 
other professional groups to exert economic pres sure agsiinst 
any Negro advocating the end of segregation and against any 
white man who refuses to support this organization. One 
objective of the group is to enlist a representative number 
of police and law enforcement personnel including all officers 
with the rank of Lieutenant and up in the Police Department, 


be 

hi 


A send. -secret or unpublicized meeting was held 
in the Court House on 11/4/54 at wM,ch time approximately 200 
persons were present, M, ALSTON^lCfilTH, a S elma attorney was //M 
"drafted” to act as Chairman of the (iroup, and ~an executive 
meeting was held in his office on ll/ 24 A>li« .^At that time , * 

KEITH telephonically inquired of Captain] | the names of 

all representatives of the NAACP located m aelma, and it 
was indicated that the attention of the White Group would be ^ 
directed against the Negro Organization leaders. 
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COPIES DESTROYED 
21 MAY 1 197? 


2 - New Orleans (Info.) 
2 - Birmingham (Info, 


REGISTERED 
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On 11/21/54 the activity of the Mississippi 
State Councils received widespread publicity with the 
result that the next meeting of the Dallas County Group was 
an open, pub licized meeting held in the Junior High School* 
According to l L newspape r repor ter, approximately 

1,200 white men were in attendance* ] \ advised that a 
total of approximately 1,300 members had Been signed up at 
the two meetings, each member paying dues Of $3*00, He added 
that leaders of the Group had assured members that the member 
ship rolls would be kept secret, the purpose of this being 
to prevent Negroes from exerting economic pressure themselves 
against the white people* 


b6 

b7C 


Active leaders of the 'group in Selma, x j^ cording 


to I, include M. AIS TQM KEITE, Chairman; CHRI£*HEINZ, 

Mayor of Se^na; BERNARD-^EYNOLDS, Probate Judge, Dallas 
County; W^GIVHAN, State Senatoa?'* In addition the Group 
has the jef&tive support of ED^ULI<EM, Chief of Police, and \ 
W. C^McCAIN, Sheriff, Dallas County 




) 


A 


Pertinent excerpts from Press accounts on the 
activities of the various Councils are being noted below. 


THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS, 11/21/54: (Daily news- 

paper published at Birmingham, Alabama) 

"A new type of anti-Negro vigilante movement - 
using boycotts instead of bullwhips - has arisen in at least 

one state in the South. — Citizens’ Councils have 

been formed in 22 of Mississippi’s 82 counties and are 
spreading* Their purpose is to apply economic pressures to 
‘troublemakers’ who would upset the ’Southern way of life’* 

The ire of the councils is directed against ’outside 

agitators’ in general and the National Assn, for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People in particular* — — --- The first 
Citizens’ Council was organized in Sumf lower County’s seat, 
the town of Indianola, According to the minutes (of the 
first meeting) ! ’it is the thought of our group that the 
solution to this problem may become easier if various agitators 
and the like could be removed from the communities in which ^ 
they now operate. We propose to accomplish this through the 
careful application of economic pressures’.” The article 
continues with an interview with Attorney General J. P. COLEMAN 
who was asked whether the activities of the councils might 


- 2 - 
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violate the conspiracy sections of the Civil Rights Sections 
of Federal Law* "COLEMAN replied: Frankly, I don't know* 

They'd have to be indicted by a Mississippi Grand Jury and 
tried before a Mississippi Petit Jury, and it would not take 
long to see that justice was done*" 

THE MOBILE PRESS, Tl/Q/5k: (Daily newspaper 

published at Mobile, Alabama) 

An Associated Press article with a dateline of 
Jackson, Mississippi, is reported on a three day meeting of 
the National Association for the Advancement dt Colored People* 
A spokesman for the NAACP m^de reference to Citizens' Councils 
organized by white men to maintain segregation through economic 
pressure, and then stated, "Names of companies and officials 
who threaten colored persons will be turned over to the NAACP *s 

national office in a two-part program* Under the plan, 

the national office would investigate to see if Federal Laws 
have been violated. In addition, the names would be circulated 
to branch NAACP offices for a 'rigid boycott of the products 
or services sold by these companies inside or outside of 
Mississippi'*" 

THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, 11/28/5^: (Daily 

newspaper published at Selma, Alabama) 

"A group of Dallas County white citizens who 
will use 'economic pressure* as a weapon to battle, for continued 
racial segregation will openly reveal its campaign strategy 

Monday — The Council, for which the ground work was 

laid in semi- secrecy, is now ready to 'lay its cards on the 
table* a spokesman said, 'The white population in this county 
controls the money and this is an advantage that the Council 
will use in a fight to legally maintain corap le te segregation 
of the races'* The spokesman clarified 'economic pressure* 
only to this extent, 'Me intend to make it difficult, if not 
impossible, for any Negro who advocates de -segregation to 
find and hold a job. get credit, or renew a mortgage'* The 
spokesman "heatedly" criticized - Associated Press accounts 
of the Council as a new type of anti-Negro vigilante movement- 
using boycotts instead of bullwhips* The spokesman continued, 
"We are not vigilantes* We will operate openly, and violence 
is the furtherest thing from the minds of the Council members," 





s - 
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THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, 11/29 /bV- (Supra).. 


An Associated Press report with a Mobile date- 
line reported a statement of a Mobile, Alabama, Attorney who 
opposed the organization of the White Citizens’ Councils 
and who urged the Preside nt of the Alabama Bar Association 
to denounce the movement* | |, the Mobile 

Attorney,, stated, "Most of us favor segregation, hut we are 
unalterably against such movements as this plan to deny work, 
credit, and basic human needs simply because some Negro 
exercises his right to advocate peacefully what he thinks 
ought to be done. We may disagree, but we must defend his 
right to think and speak as his own conscience dictates," 



THE BIRMINGHAM POST HERALD, \Z/Z/$\\ (Daily 

newspaper published at Birmingham, Alabama) 

"Judge WALTER "S^JONES, in his capacity as 
President of the Alabama Bar Association shrugged off a 
suggestion today that he denounce; a Selma Attorney’s plan 
for opposing de-segregation. Judge JONES said, ^Segregation 
is a controversial issue in our state today. Those who 
oppose it are using, as they have the right to do, all legal 
means within their power, and the forces of such social, 
political and economic pressures as they are able to mobilize. 
Those who favor segregation likewise will doubtless use 
all legal, social, political and economic weapons at their 
disposal in order to hold firm what they conceive to be their 
individual and community rights. The lawful exercise of those 
measures is the privilege of all such citizens. Neither side 
to this controversy can expect to be unopposed by counter 
measures so long as measures taken by either side are within 
our constitutional framework, no one can rightly complain," 

No active investigation is being conducted by 
this office of instant organization in the absence of any 
indication of a violation within the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau, However, any future activity of the Council thought 
to be of interest to the Bureau will be promptly called to 
the attention of the Bureau and Interested offices. 
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Please direct *eply to : 

WASHINGTON BUREAU NAACP 
100 MaA«achuv>(ts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D. (\ 
Telephone Nanrrtal 8-V94 

December 27 , 1^54 


BEST COPY 
AVAILABLE 


William F. Tompkln?, Esq. 

Assistant Attorney Genera* 

Department of Justice 
Washington 25, P. C. 

Dear Mr. Tompkins 1 

We are trai.anit Li ng r.erwwit.h for your c onsider 1 p, . n s cop y ..: >. 
news item apiearli.g in the December ' , 1954, ed'fh-n of the 
5a 1 t.im ore 1. . e r: i ng Sun . 

We believe that the content a f t.,I :• r rtic.e indicate e: rg< t r.e 

attempt to roslat the law of \,e . at. . as embodied in .the race: 1 
Supreme Court decision on .^chu. 1 seg'-ega* .n Ar.d in 42 U.f.C. Tor>3, 
1985, and 1993. We furtr.er relievo that juch or.aniied op^i . ’ll .n 
to the law of the land constitute? f violation of id U.S.C. ..'P4.- ^ 1 ’ 

We feel that the st> tementa attributes to the leader* of 1 e meetings 
described, relating to the spilling of blood on t: e campus an: tne 
inability of "the whole United dtabws Army" to enforce the It* of 
the land do r.ot constitute expression© of opinion, but are inflam- 
matory agitation to bring sbftut foi;cible reaistance to tr" authority 
of the United States. These a fa fcfBtfttrts w >ul i indica' e Lt.el r 
participation in, or at least knowledge of,, so.-: res! 1 • ce. 

We would appreciate the opportunity oi discus 1 ng with y>.u or your- 
representatives the proi ieae here Jrvoxvei t;.j toe **;,.*> rtanenL 1 s 
course of action thereon. 
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""ALA* WvIT -GIVES SCHOOL RACE WARBINO" 
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Linden, Ale* Dec. 7 (AP) A warbling that "blood will be spilled 
on the campus" if Negroes try to onter white school in /labema was 
voiced lest night et an organizational meeting of the Merer. :o county 
White Citizens Council* 

. Another speaker. State Senator livhan charged that "the whole United 
Ststee Army ia not big enough to force that (Integration) upon us." 

More than 400 white persons from this predominately Negro-populs ted 
South Alabama county attended the **C*C* organizational seas! or. 

Attorney McClain Pitts, of jelma , sa'd, "Vie intend to maintain segre- 
gation and do jo without vl ler re, 

"BL10D WILL RE SPILLED" 


"But I know the first time a Negro tri* d to enter rarrish High school 
at Selma, or arty other white school, blddd will be spilled on the 
campus, he warned. 

Givhan declared thot the goal of the National Association for tne 
Advancement of Colored People "is to open the bedroom door? o: our 
white voAen to Negro men*" he added! 

"This is white man’s country* It 111 ways has teen and always will 
be. " 


Givhan said waiter White, he^-d of the NAACP, is a tool of the 
Communist party and that the gosl of the Conmunista is to elect 
a Negro as Vice President of the United States* 

"White is neither a Negro nor a wliite, but a mulatto," Givnan 
continued* "He favora integration and intermarriage because it wi]l 
raise his own social standing* 

Chairman Lawrence Crawford of the Perry counts W.C.C. sain results nr 
the o rgsni za tl oj. ii his county are already becoming evident. 

fte said a member of the r er"y board of registrars had told him no 
Negroes would hi.ve beer, registered to vote in the county if the W.C.C 
had been organized a year ago "to back us up*" 
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SAC , Mobile December 17, 1954 


Director , FBI 



WHITE CITIZENS COUNCI L 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


ReBulet dated December 3, 1954, 



captioned as above. 
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By memorandum dated December 10 t 1954, the Department 
requested the Bureau to oonduc 1? an investigation of the Citiaens 
Councils (of Mississippi) and the American States Bights 
Association, Appropriate instructions have been directed to 
New Orleans, Memphis and Birmingham in regard to these organisa- 
tions. 


In view of the Department* s interest in organisations 
whose activities may fall wttfiiin the purview of Executive 
Order 10450, you are instructed to immediately initiate an 
investigation of the captioned organisation in accordance with 
instructions contained in Section 87 D of the Manual of 
Instructions, It is desired that a report suitable for 
dissemination be submitted no later than February 16,.195S, 
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


February 8 


William F. Toinpkins, Assistant Attorney General, 

Internal Security Division 

Letter from I 1 

Washington Bureau of the iJMCP 
dated December 2?» 195k 






O 


Irensmitted herewith for your information Is a copy of 
a letter, with enclosure, Which recently was received by this 
Division f rc«a | I for the Washington 
Bureau of the NMCP. 
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e Memorandum • united states government 


0° : 
,i^ROM : 
SUBJECT: 






DIRECTOR, mf (10:5-33955) 


LE (105-121) 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
(MOBILE ORIGIN) 



DATE: 2/1S/55 
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Re report of SA JOHN P* BRADY dated 2/ 13/55 
at Mobile 


During the co urse of the investigation of this 
matter , contact was had with l I 

L both of whom are active in the Dallas County, Ala. 
Alabama Citizens Council and both, of whom have expressed a 
desire to co-operate with the Bureau by making the information 
in their files available for review. 


Both men are well known to the investigating Agent. 


.It is contemplated , unless advised to the 
contrary by, the Bureau, that both ] | will be 

contacted from time to time as the circumstances and developments 
of this case might dictate. 


report 


Enclosed herewith are six copies of referenced 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 


INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


£<0 


Citizens Councils, patterned after similar councils organized 
in Miss., were first formed in Ala. in 10/54 at Selma, Dallas 
Cp. Other councils since reported organized in Hale, Perry, 
Marengo and Autauga Counties. Purpose of the organization is 
said to be to defend segregation of the races in the South 
through legal means and resulted from Supreme Court decision of 
5/17/54 declaring segregation in public schools unconstitutional. 
Spokesmen advocate economic pressure against negroes who seek 
integration of the races. Constitution and slate of officers 
of Dallas County Citizens Council set forth. Mobile T-l advises 
Dallas Co. Council has one incident under investigation involving 
a group of negroes who ’’crashed” a white KA dance being held in 
Officers’ Club at Craig AFB. First mass meeting held at Selma 
drew audience of approximately 1200 on 11/29/54* Second meeting 


on 1/31/55 attended by approximately 500 
scheduled every, two months . 
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B) ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

1) Constitution of Dallas County Citizens Council 

2) Officers of Dallas County Citizens Council 

C) OPPOSITION TO COUNCILS 

D) INCIDENTS REFLECTING POSSIBLE RACIAL TENSION 

E) ACTION TAKEN BY COUNCILS TO IMPLEMENT THEIR PROGRAMS 


The title of this report has previously been 
carried as WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL and is' now marked "Changed 11 to 
reflect the "proper name~1is~ ^CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. 

Mobile Confidential Informants T-l and T-2, both 
of known reliability, have advised, under date of January 31, 

1955, that the formation of COUNCILS in Alabama resulted from 
the Supreme Court decision of May 17* 1954, wherein segregation 
in public schools was held unconstitutional * Further, that it 
is the intention of the COUNCILS to organize the white men of 
the South for the purpose of maintaining segregation through 
whatever legal means may be available. COUNCILS had been formed 
in Mississippi and were under consideration by various leaders 
in Alabama when a statement was issued by an official of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People at 
Selma, Alabama, stating the goal of the Negro to be complete 
integration. The organization of the Dallas County Citizens 
Council at Selma, Alabama, immediately followed in October 1954,' 
and similar county organizations were then formed in Hale, Perry, 
Linden and Autauga Counties. T-l added that newspapers have 
commonly referred to the organization as WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS 
but the proper name is simply CITIZENS COUNCIL. 

A) ' ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF ORGANIZATION 

The organization of WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS was 
prompted by the United States Supreme Court Decision of May 17', 

1954, declaring that segregation' in public schools was un- 
constitutional. The first such council began with a meeting of 
five or six men in a private home in Indianola, Sunflower County, 
Mississippi, and the plan for the council was reportedly drawn 
from the book "Black Monday" by Circuit Judge TOM P. BRADY of . 
Brookhaven in which the theory of economic pre ssure is advanced. u ' 
Acco rding to the minutes of the first meeting. I I /v; b7c 

I , an Attorney, is said to have explained? "It is the thought 
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of our group that the solution to this problem may become easier 
if various agitators and the like could be removed from the 
communities in which they now operate. We propose to accomplish 

this through the careful application of economic pressures " 

(Source - THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS, November 21, 1954) 

Mrs. WILMA B-J^g-kEDGE , • Mississi ppi assembly 
representative from Sunflower County, made a statement to the 
Mississippi Legislature in which she alleged that the organization 
was made up of a "widespread group composed of reliable white 
male citizens who believe that segregation is not discrimination 
and are organized for the sole purpose of maintaining segregation. 
They do not and will not advocate violence in any form. The 
existence and purpose of each council is nonsecretive . However, 
there are some operations which for obvious reasons cannot be 
publicized. Such operations will be legal. I, am sure you agree 
with me that such motives and methods are laudable, timely and 
imperative.. They deserve the sanction and participation of all 
who are willing to mutually pledge their lives, their fortunes 
and their honor to the preservation of an unsullied race. To 
falter would be tragic; to fail would be fatal. These will 
neither falter nor fail.” (Source - THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, 
December 5, 1954) 


I L member of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s Legal Staff 
in New York, addressed a meeting at the. First Baptist Church 
for Colored in Selma f Alab ama, on No3gember__14-,_-1954 , at the be 

close of a three day meeting of the^Alabama Conference, NAACP. t7c 

She related "I want to tell you what the NAACP is going to do 
in Alabama. We are going to wage a legal battle to open the 
University of Alabama’s law, medical and graduate schools to 
Negroes or any other schools on that campus that members of our 
race may want to attend. We are also going to fight that any 
other educational institution su pported bv Negro tax money is 
opened to members of our race." I l also predicted law 

suits to abolish segregation of the races on buses, street cars, 
trains or "anything else that rolls" and told of plans to carry 
the fight into fields of public recreation, housing and the 
civil service administration. . "Our ultimate goal is full 
integration and I am confident we' will achieve this goal." . 
(Source - THE, SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, Selma, Alabama, November 15, 

1954) - ' 
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On October 30, 1954, Captain. B 

Selma, Alabama, Police Department, advised the writer that a 
Citizens Council was being formed in Dallas County, Alabama, to 
defend segregation and this group was to be patterned after 
similar groups that had already been formed throughout the State 
of Mississippi. He advised that it was the goal of the group ,to 
enlist the support of all white businessmen, bankers, lawyers 
and other professional groups to- exert economic pressure against 
any Negro advocating the end of segregation and against any 
white man who refuses to support this organization. One 
objective of the group was said to be to enlist a representative 
number of police and law enforcement personnel including all 
officers with the rank of Lieutenant and up in the Police Depart- 
ment. A semi-secret or unpublicized meeting was held in the 
Court House on November 4/1954, at which time approximately ' 

200 persons were present. M. ALSTON^&eITH, a Selma Attorney, was 
drafted to act as Chairman of the Group and an Executive meeting 
was held in his office on Novembe r 24. 19 54. At that time KEITH 
telephonically inquired of Captain I I the names of all o 
representatives of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People located in Selma and it was indicated that 
the attention of the white group would be directed against the 
Negro organization leaders. 

/ /«/£* 


Mr 


fr 


of the Selma National 

Bank, advised the writer oh December 17, 1954, that he had served 
on the nominating committee set up to organize the Citizens 
Council in Selma. The committee had selected M. ALSTON KEITH, 
an Attorney who serves as Chairman of the Democratic Committee 
for Dallas County and who is also currently the President of the 
Dallas Countv Bar Association, as Chairman of the Council. 

I I continued that it was his hope that KEITH would maintain 

"a level head" with respect to the proposed organization. He 
stated that it was not intended that the council be radical or 
to use violence in any form but rather it was intended to exert 
pressure on politicians. He pointed out that organizations such 
as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People are able to approach political leaders with the proposition 
that they represent "so many votes" and thereby wield a certain 
amount of influence and in fact in some States appear to hold^-. 
the balance of power. He continued that he had been informed'" 
that some white and negro agitators had visited Mississippi from 
the North and it was the purpose of the council to counteract 
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the activi ties of these agitators through the use of economic 
pressure. I I added that he has attended some meetings of 

the council but is no longer active in any administrative 
capacity. 


"A spokesman 19 for the Dallas County White Citizens 
Council announced that an open meeting would be held in the 
Junior High School auditorium on November 29, 1954, and Mississippi 
State Senator T. I-f^WULIANB, a leader in the council movement 
h>in Mississipp i, would be the guest speaker. The "spokesman" 
"related that ’’The white population in this county controls the 
money and this is an advantage that, the council will use in a 
fight to legally maintain complete segregation of the races." 
Further, "we intend to make it difficult, if not impossible, 
for- any Negro who advocates desegregation to find and hold a 
job, get credit, or renew mortgage. We are not anti-Negro, we 
only want segregation maintained,, and we are not vigilantes. 

We will operate openly and violence is the furtherest thing from 
the minds of the council members. We have lived with Negroes 
all of these years without trouble and it is our utmost desire 
to continue this happy relationship, but on a segregated basis." 

The "spokesman" reported that similar groups were being formed 
in Perry and Hale Counties and a fourth group would be formed in 
Marengo County on November 2£. He predicted that a State Council 
is a "probability" in the near future but emphasized that the 
group in Selma and others, wherever they are organized, will be 
strictly "local organizations" that have no affiliations with or 
responsibilities to a central headquarters. Each will operate 
independently, working out its own problems he stated, and, if 
a State Council is formed, it will be the servant of the county 
groups and not the governing body in the move. The "spokesman" 
continued that the Councils being formed in Alabama we re patterned 
after those which are in operation in Mississippi but added that 
there are no tie-ins between these in Alabama and those in the 
neighboring state. He revealed that the Mississippi leaders of 
the move have aided in organizing the Councils in Alabama but 
except for the fact "that we are fighting for a common cause, 
there is no connection between the organizations in the two 
states." 


R. FP^ATTERSON, E xecutive Direc tor of. the 
Mississippi Citizens ■ Council, and , Winona, 

Missis.sigpi Banker, outlined the program of that state to a 
group of merchants- and farmers at Orville. Dallas County, -Alabama, 
on November 22, 1954- (Source - THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, 
November“2F7“r9'547 ■■ — 
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Mr. I L reporter, The SELMA. TIMES 

JOURNAL, on November 29, 1954, identified the spokesman referred 
to above as being M. ALSTON KEITH, Selma Attorney. 

Mr. ALSTON KEITH, Attorney, presided over a 
meeting of the Dallas County Citizens Council held in Selma on 
November 29, 1954°' KEITH told an estimated 1100 to 1200 farmers, 
merchants, bankers, professional, men and public office holders 
that "We formed to meet a public need; to create an opportunity 
to express ourselves, dissiminate information and help mold 
public opinion that will be in the best interests of both white 
and colored races. The group is not ant i •’■Negro . We ? ve always 
gotten along with our colored brethern and intend to maintain 
this happy relation, but on a segregated basis. Thru the 
Council we intend to face our mutual problems and work them 
out without violence.” He added that "no economic pressure will 
be applied that has not already been sanctioned by the Courts of 
Alabama and the United States Supreme Court." (Source - THE 
SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, November 30, 1954) 

Representative 1. ST/H^ILLIAMS , Noxubee County, 
Mississippi, spoke at the Selma meeting on November ..29.,.' .1954, 
and charg'ed that "we have a just cause for which to fight? a 
common Christian cause to which we are honorbound." He asserted 
that the Citizens" Councils are the direct answer to the NAACP 
goal for Negroes of "free by *63". "Shall we let a Negro 
minority group dictate policy to us?" he asked. "What we need 
is your minds, your cool, comprehensive collective thinking. 

That is the way you accomplish things. But you must either be 
for this organization or against it. There is no time for fence 
straddling now for we have set idly by to long." (Source - 
THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, November 30, 1954) 

| L identified as a minister, was a 

featured speaker at the Selma Citizens Council meeting on 
November 29, .1954 • He told the audience that he appeared not as 
a minister but as a private citizen who "came to instill in you 
a sense of rightness for yoUr cause.". He stated that the 
segregation situation now faceing the south was "catapulted 
to us by nine almost obscure men in the U. S. Supreme Court. 

These men did not follow good legal procedure. The Supreme " 

Court is not a legislative body but is designed to follow 
precedent of the law and to interpret the law. It is not designed 
to make a declaration of policy for the nation." He contended 
that even in the Bible equality is not taught and quoted the 
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following passages, among others, to emphasize his points "Man 
was created a little lower than the angels" and "some shall be 
rulers over manv and some over few." The minister outlined 
Christianity as' "relationship of man to God" and not something 
that is primarily "socialistic or humanitarian." "And there is 
not one text or passage in the Bible that speaks of "one race, 
one society or family' of nations .. Segregation is the best way 
we know and. which He teaches to keen God’s will of separation." 
(Source - THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL-,, November 30, 1954) 

Senator T. M. WILLIAMS , Lexington, Mississippi, 
was the last speaker at the Selma meeting of the Citizens Council 
on November 29, 1954 • He stated that "the time has come and the 
opportunity is here for every citizen who loves his country to 
make a sacrifice. We need leadership in this fight for we are 
charged with defying the United States Supreme Court." (Source - 
THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, November 30, 1954) 

WILLIAMS also was quoted as stating "The Citizens 
Committee of Mississippi is not a Ku Klux Klan but our purpose 
is to give a direct answer to the; National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. We have a heritage in the South 
for which we should ever be vigilant. The NAACP’s motto is the 
Negro, shall be ’free by 1963’ and shall we accept that?" 

(Source - THE MOBILE REGISTER, November 30, 1954) 

Sheriff T. WILMER SHIELDS advised Agent on 
November 29, 1954, that' Council groups were being formed in 
Marengo, Hale and Perry Counties in Alabama, in addition to the 
Council formed in Dallas County and that an organizational 
meeting was first held in Linden., Marengo County on November 
29, 1954° A second meeting was planned for the night of December 
6, 1954, and was to be held in the Court House. 

Four hundred white men, of predominately Negro 
populated Marengo County attended a meeting of the Marengo County 
Citizens Council at Linden , Ala bama, on December. . 6 ,. 1954° 

..Principal speakers included Alabama State Senator WALTER jC. 

^&IVHAN, Safford, Alabama* McLEANwiTTS, Attorney, Selma., Alabama, 
and. Dr. LAWRENCE^QRAWFORD , .Chairman of the Perry County Citizens 
Council. GIVHAN charged that "the goal of the NAACP is to, open , 
the bedroom doors of our white women to the Negro men." "This, is 
a white man’s country, it 1 always has been and always will be", bem- 
added. "it is our duty to train our boys and girls to fight the 
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the same battle as we are now fighting.” GIVHAN was particularly 
bitter in his denunciation of WALTER^WHJTE, head of the NAACP and 
stated "WHITE is neither a Negro nor 'a white - but a mulatto and 
he favors integration and intermarriage only because it will 
raise his own social standing." GIVHAN also said WHITE was a 
tool of the Communist, ...Party, and warned it was their goal to 
have a Negro Vice President of the United States elected in the 
near future. "And after that happens, what would prevent them 
from assassinating the president,, thus making the Negro become 
President", GIVHAN continued. "You say it can ? t happen here, 
but I say it can and will unless we stand up and fight . As far 
as integration in the schools is concerned, the whole U. S. 

Army is not big enough to force that upon us." GIVHAN urged 
the county boards of registrars to do all they can to keep down 
Negro registration. "Under the present law which I helped to 
pass, the board can refuses registration to anyone who does not 
meet the qualifications. More and more Negroes are registering 
to vote everydav. Even in! Dallas Count y we have about 250 
Negro voters, much to my sorrow." GIVHAN added that Negroes 
can enter Alabama schools only through the ballot box and stated, 
"It is the purpose of the WCC to see that this does not happen." 

Dr. LAWRENCE CRAWFORD warned, in his address to 
the Marengo meeting, of the danger of racial intermarriage. 

"Only through organizations such as this can we keep the Negroes 
put of our schools, out of our churches and out of the bedrooms 
of our white women" CRAWFORD asserted. He continued that 
results of the Perry County WCC were already becoming evident. 

He quoted one member of the Perry board of registrars as saying 
"If the WCC had been organized a year ago, to back us up, no 
Negro would have been registered to vote," 

The third speaker at the Marengo WCC meeting. 
Attorney McLEAN PITTS, criticized the Montgomery Advertiser for 
what he charged was an "Unfavorable and unfair editorial" printed 
in the Montgomery paper with reference to the Councils. PITTS 
continued "We intend to maintain segregation and do so without 
violence if possible but I know the first time a Negro tries to 
enter Parrish High School at Selma or any other white school, 
there is going to be blood spilled on that campus." (Source - 
THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, Montgomery, Alabama, December 7, 1954 L 

McLEAN PITTS, Selma Attorney, in a letter dated 
December 11, 1954, and printed in the SELMA TIMES JOURNAL on 
December 12, 1954, charged that he had been misrepresented by 
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the Montgomery Advertiser in the article describing the WCC 
meeting at Linden on December 6. PITTS related !, The full theme 
of my speech was to avoid any violence of any kind or any trouble 
at ou.r schools and this could best be accomplished by maintaining 
segregation in our schools.” Further, "In connection with 
predicted trouble that might arise if segregation is done away 
with in our schools, I made the following statement, ’We intend 
to maintain segregation legally and so without violence. You 
know and I know the first time a Negro enters any of our schools 
at Selma or in Marengo County blood may be spilled. We want to 
avoid this.’ I had no knowledge? at that time nor do I have 4ny 
knowledge at the present time of any person or group of persons 
that would do any act of violence." PITTS adds — the 

organization represents the thought of the most prominent and 
best citizens of Dallas County? its goal or aim is, by legal 
means, to maintain segregation." 

B) ORGANIZATIONAL STRUC TURE 

b6 

of the Selma National b?c 
Bank, advised Agent on December 17, 1954, that Councils were 
planned at that time for Dallas, Perry, Marengo and Hale Counties 
in Alabama and that as he understood the plans, the organizational 
structure would be similar to the Councils that had previously 
been formed in Mississippi. 

Basically, the Mississippi Councils are led by 
five officers and an executive committee. Four other committees 
are also included in the chapter framework and these are 
described as follows? 

1) Political and Elections Committee - Screen all 

candidates in local and state elections against 
those who 'might be seeking the Negro vote. If 
necessary, organize a white private election 
within our group to combat the Negro bloc vote 
(as our old white primary). Discourage Negro 
registration by. every legal means. 

2) Information and Education Committee - Gather 

information pertaining to segregation from all / 

x over the nation. Seek information about racial 
problems and present the truth about racial, 
questions. Educate both black and white to' the - 
advantage of segregation and dangers of integration 
Handle press, radio and speakers. 
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3) Membership and Finance Committee - Seeks white 

patriotic voters for membership (men only). 
Mobilize public opinion. 

4) Legal Advisory Committee - Anticipates moves by 

agitators and devises legal means for handling 
any problems that may arise. Provide legal 
counsel for all members. Recommends application 
of economic pressure to trouble makers. 

There are four qualifications for membership; 
you must favor segregation of the races, you must pay $>3°00 
(In Alabama) to join!, you must be a man and you must be white. 
(Source of the Mississippi organization outlined above - THE 
MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, December 5, 1954) 

Mobile T-2 furnished the writer on January 31, 
1955, with a copy of the Constitution of the Dallas County 
Citizens Council which Constitution is outlined below. He noted 
that the organization is not incorporated, nor does it have any 
affiliation with any other Council. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE DALLAS COUNTY CITIZENS 9 COUNCI L 

ARTICLE I — Name and Objects 

The name of this association shall be the Dallas 
County Citizens* Council. 

The object of the association shall be t6 
engender and promote good feeling between the colored and 
white people of our section': to consult and advise with 
the various boards, commissions, organizations and 
officials, both public and private, to the end that 
friction between the races will be avoided.? to act as a 
sounding board and to investigate the submission of 
complaints, suggestions, and criticisms relative to the 
treatment of individuals or groups in order that individuals 
of both races x\dll be fairly treated and their legal 
rights protected? to consult, counsel and advise with the 
leaders and members of the colored race toward the 
equalization of facilities, a fair division of the tax 
betterments, of welfare and. other relief payments and 'the 
equitable division of public housing, school appropriations 
and charitable donations; to maintain, protect and preserve 
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the legal, moral, and ethical separation of the races as 
provided, by law and as sanctioned by our usages, customs, 
training and tradition. 

ARTICLE II — Membership? 

Any white male- citizen who is approved for 
membership by the executive committee shall be eligible 
for membership in the association other than such persons 
as are judicial or quasi judicial officials. Quasi 
judicial officials are defined as including members of the 
Jury Board, Board of Registrars, Board of Equalization, 

City and County School Board. 

A member may be dropped from the roll after a 
hearing by the executive committee and refunding of dues 
paid. Membership may likewise be transferred from our 
organization to a similar organization on request. Such 
dues that have been paid or the prorate portion thereof 
will be paid to the succeeding organization. 

No member of the association shall be responsible 
for any act of the other members or of the officers and 
executive committee unless directly.- requested to participate 
therein. 

ARTICLE III — Dues? 

The annual dues of the association shall be in 
the sum of Three Dollars ($3.00) for each member. Such 
dues shall be collected for the year beginning October 1 
and ending September 30. The Treasurer, in his discretion, 
may prorate such dues over such period. Contributions and 
donations may be accepted from non-members. 

No member of the association, as such, shall have 
access to the books of the association nor be entitled to 
a report of the disposition of such funds. 

ARTICLE IV — Meetings? 

Meetings of the association shall be held at ' . 

such time and place as may be designated by the executive, 
committee. Such meetings shall be open or closed to non- 
members, and to the press at the election of the executive 
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committee. Notice of the meetings may be given by mail, 
word of mouth, publication, announcements over the radio 
or such other means as may be designated by the executive 
committee . 

ARTICLE V — Officers; 


of; 


The officers of the association shall consist 


Chairman 

Vice-Chairman representing the Fork District 

Vice-Chairman representing the Southside District 

Vice-Chairman representing the West Dallas District 

Secretary .-Treasurer 

An executive committee composed of four 
representatives residing in the Southside District, four 
residing in the West Dallas District, four residing in 
the Fork District and four residing in the City of Selma 
or its police jurisdiction. 

Officers and members of the executive committee 
shall serve from, the date of their election to the close . 
of the annual year of the association which is September 
30 and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

A majority of the executive committee, including 
the officers, shall constitute a quorum. 

Any two officers or any three members of the 
executive committee shall have authority to call a meeting 
in the event the Chairman refuses, or neglects to- do so. 

Notice of all meetings of the executive committee shall be 
given by the Secretary-Treasurer or such other person as 
said committee shall designate. Such notices shall be 
In writing. 

The executive committee shall meet hot less 
than onde in each calendar month. 

The members and particularly the chairman of - . ■ 

each standing committee ma}^ in the discretion of the 
executive committee, be invited to attend such meetings 
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of the executive committee as shall be designated ’ 03 ^ it. 
Such persons shall not be entitled to vote on any matter 
not directly concerning the committee of which they are 
members . 

ARTICLE VI — Duties? 

It shall be the' duty of the Chairman to preside 
at all meetings of the executive committee and at all 
general meetings. The Chairman in conjunction with the 
officers of the association and Subject to the approval 
of the executive committee shall appoint all committees. 

Each Vice-Chairman shall have general 
supervision and responsibility for the membership in his 
district including the activity of the members of the 
committees from said district. 

Secretary-Treasurer shall keep all the records 
of the association including finances and shall pay all 
expenses. He shall make a financial report to the 
executive committee at each meeting. The expenditure of 
all funds must be approved by the executive committee. 

All officers including members of the executive 
committee shall at all times have access to the books of 
the association. 

It shall be the duty of the Chairman and officers 
to appoint the following committees? Membership, Speakers, 
Political and Investigating, and such other committees. 

The officers of the association, subject to the 
approval. of the executive committee shall also annually 
appoint a nominating committee, such nominating committee 
to be composed of Mayor, Probate Judge, members of the 
Board of Revenue and a person from each political district 
of the County other than the City. Membership committee 
shall be charged with the duty of making nominations for 
all officers to be voted on at the annual meeting of the - 
association which annual meeting shall be held in the' ' 
month of October. 

The nominating committee shall also designate an 
audit committee, such committee to be composed of a 
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representative from each bank in Dallas County. It shall 
be the duty of the audit committee to, at least annually, 
and as often in their opinion as may be necessary, to audit 
the books of the association and to report their findings 
thereon to the executive committee. 

The executive committee shall meet at such time 
and place as may be designated by the Chairman. Meetings 
shall be held not less than once a month. 

The officers and executive committee shail be 
responsible for making the policy of the association. 

No person other than one designated shall have the 
authority to act for and in behalf of the association in 
any manner whatsoever. The officers and members of the 
executive committee of the association shall have the 
entire responsibility for any action taken by the 
association. 


The executive committee is authorized to fill, 
a vacancy arising by any reason among its membership, 
including the right to declare a vacancy due to such 
member failing to regularly attend its meetings. 


ARTICLE VII — Amendment sj 


The constitution and by-laws of the association 
may be amended by the executive- committee on the vote of 
the majority of its members. Such constitution and by- 
laws may also be amended at a meeting of the members of 
the association provided such amendment has been passed 
by a majority of the members and such an amendment is 
subsequently ratified by a majority of the executive 
committee. 


Mobile T-l furnished the writer on January 31, 1955, 
with a schedule reflecting the following individuals to be 
officers and leaders in the Dallas County Citizens Council. 


Position 

Chairman 

Vice-Chai rman ,. 
Fork District 


Name 

M. ALSTON KEITH 
W. H.fcNG 


Occupation 

Attorney 


bb 

b7C 
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Vice-Chairman, Southside 
District 

Vice-Chairman,' West ■ 
Dallas— Di st r i ct 

Executive Secretary 


Executive Committee 
Southside District 


West Dallas -District 


Fork District: 




JIBBWISHER’ 


J0HOTM00RE' 


ys 


THOMAS B.JSTRONG 


G. RvABEERS ' 
Lf^EDWARDS;; JR 
E. L^BASEY 
MORR OlA^QH A N C E 


KTntATHAM- ' 

J; E.1J0NES '• 

J .__Tj^feiOORE l 
W. W^INCIi 

e. l Dickering 

THORNTON^ILES 
H0WARD«LqNG’ v 

kennetwEorton' 



m. 


Selma area: 


McLean W ^ FITTS’ .... _ 
'DK3^R^TlXlAMS^ 
CECID’F o^HUPTRINE 

jakbYbenderskt 


COMMITTEES: v , 

Membership HARM01)3 )e 6ARTER, Chairman 

Speakers GRAHAMj&IRKPATRICK, Chairman 

Political and Complaints AUBRE^WjLEN, Chairman 


GRAHAIS«SIRKPATRICK, Chairman 


T-l—furthe r advised that at L inden. Marengo County, 
Alabama^ THOMAS Hy^BOGGS, | L had served as 
"Temporary Chairman of the Marengo county Citizens Council but has 
'been su cceeded by one ^ lILDER,, who is now Chairman. Mr . W. G. 
KITTLE. | Lnact* presided at the initial me eting . 


15 



MO 105-121 





In Marion, Perry County, Alabama, Dr. LAWRENCE ■ 
CRAWFORD was reported by T-l to be Chairman of the Council. 

In Greensboro, Hale County, Alab ama, W. RT^ITHERS, 
Attorney, was reported by T-l to be Chairman ofTKe Council. 

T-l advised that he did not know the Chairman of 
the Autauga County Citizens Council., 

T-l advised that as. of January 31, 1955, the 
total Dallas County membership was 70Q but that an effort would 
be made to increase that total at an open meeting to be held 
that night. 

C) OPPOSITION TO COUNCILS 

Lj 

L a" Mobile Attorney, wired 

Judge WALTER B. JUNES, President, of the Alabama Bar Association 
on November 2&, 1954, urging him to denounce the movement 
(format i on of Citizens Councils) "in the name of the Bar." 

~l was quoted as stating "The Bar of Alabama, sworn to 
uphold the Constitution of the United States and our state, and 
to abide by the code of ethics your illustrious father first 
formulated, will be wanting in basic Christian duty toward our 
neighbors if we do not take the lead in crushing such movement 
as this. Most of us favor segregation, but we are unalterably 
against such movements as this plan to deny work, credit and 
basic human needs simply because some Negro exercises his right 
to advocate peaceably what he thinks ought to be done. We may 
disagree, but we must defend his right to think and speak as his 
own conscience dictates." (Source - THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, ^ 
November 29, 1954) 

Replying to I L Judge JONES stated "The 

State Bar Association is always concerned with the rights and 
privileges of our people. Segregation is a controversial issue 
in our state today. Those who oppose it are using, as they have 
the right to do, all legal means within their power, and the 
forces of such social, political and economic pressures as they 
are able to mobilize. Those who favor -segregation likewise 
will doubtless use all legal, social, political and economic 
weapons at their disposal in order to hold firm what they 
conceive to be their individual and community rights. The lawful 
exercise of those measures is the privilege of all such citizens. 
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Neither side to this controversjr can expect to be unoposed by 
countermeasures so long as measures taken by. either side are 
within our constitutional framework, no one can rightly complain. 
The Bar of the State of Alabama includes all shades of political 
opinions and sects and races. Those favoring the abolition of 
segregation have been unhampered by bar association pressurers 
or pronouncement in their political, economic and social 
movements looking to its abolition. Regardless of my feelings 
with respect to the matters to which you called my attention, 

I do not feel that I, as president of the Bar Association, am 
authorized to censor them unless I, as such president, should 
also take unto myself the right to censor political, social and 
economic activities looking to the abolition of segregation. 

If when all facts are at hand, it should appear that any unlawful 
activities exist aiming at depriving any of our citizens of their 
constitutional and statutory rights, they have adequate remedies 
in our state and Federal courts, and will find those courts 
open to hear their complaints and members of the Alabama Bar 
ready to assert and defend the rights of our citizens." (Source - 
THE BIRMINGHAM POST HEARLD, December 2, 1954) 


The Mississippi Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People issued a statement at the 
close of a three day meeting at Jackson, Mississippi, on 
November 7, 1954, that they would boycott products of Mississippi 
firms that use economic pressure to keep colored persons from 
fighting segregation. Names of companies and officials who 
threaten colored persons will be turned over to the NAACP*s 
national office in a two part program, the Branches statement 
said. Under the plan, the national office would investigate 
to see if Federal laws have been violated. In addition, the 
names would be circulated to branch NAACP offices for a "rigid 
boycott of the products or services sold by these companies inside 
or outside of Mississippi. (Source - THE MOBILE PRESS, November 
3, 1954) 



Dri CHANNING Hw^LOBIAS, Chairman of the Board of 
the NAA.CP, telegraphed the President on December 20, 19-54, 
requesting a conference at the earliest convenience of the 
President to discuss what he called "undisguised economic 
intimidation" of Negro leaders advocating desegregation in 
Mississippi. TOBIAS asked that the Federal Government and the 
personal moral suasion of the President be used to halt the 
practice; (Source - THE -BIRMINGHAM POST HEARLD, UNITED PRESS 
release, December 2S, 1954) 
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Dr. | ^ |r i I of the Union 

Theological Seminary, Birmingham,, was the main speaker at a 
meeting sponsored by the Southern Negro Improvement Association 
of Ala bama, Inc. . . held at Notasulga, Alabama, on January^ 22, 

19J5JL* I I indica t ed th at the Association is in direct conflict 
with the NAACP and I I ref erred t o memb ers of the latter group 

as "these outside troublemakers”.. I l continued ”1 hope' that 
none of you will allow radicals of either race to confuse and 
agitate you. We are sitting on a powder keg. All our help is 
going to come from the white man and I beg you to stand by them.” 
(Source - THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, January 23, 1955) 

D) INCIDENTS REFLECTING POSSIBLE RACIAL TENSION 

Mr. , of the Selma National 

Bank, advised Agent on December L7, 1954, that the Black Belt 
area of Alabama, which comprises four of the counties in which 
Councils have been formed, has been generally free of any racial 
tensions. He noted that the negro constitutes approximately 65 
percent of the Dallas County population; 67 per cent of the 
Perry County population; 69 per cent of the Marengo County 
population and 70 per cent of the Hale County population. Only 
recently, he continued, he has noted several minor incidents which 

he thought indicated an undercurrent of .racial tension. , 

Specifically he advised that; /ft \/rC^A- 


the Negro High School in Selma, had given a blood 
donation at the local blood bank sponsored by the 
Red Cross. As was .customary, the newspaper listed 
the names of al l donors including the name of 
I l and, as has been customary in 

referring to Negroes, the newspaper omitted any 
prefix and did not refer to the donor as Mrs. 

L | | advised that the donor was very 

bitter in ner complaint concerning the matter. 

A Negro school teacher from the Payne School 
appeared at the bank to make a deposit and while 
waiting for the teller to complete the transaction, 
entered into a conversation with a nearby friend. ' 
When the teller finished posting her passbook he 
put it on the counter and in order to attract the 
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customer’s attention made som e comment such as 
"here you are girl". I 1 stated that the 

customer became highly indignant and rebuked 
the teller for calling her a girl instead of 
"lady". 

c. A representative of the Hudson High School had 

made a cash deposit at the bank and after he had 
left the teller discovered a $1 bill included in 
the deposit on which several obscene remarks had 
been written in pencil ref erring t o white people 
in uncomplimentary terms. I 1 expressed the 

opinion that the handwriting on the bill was neat 
and appeared to have been more likely made by an 
adult than by one of the students. Further, that 
it was obviously intended that the writing on the 
bill would come to the attention of someone in 
the bank. He continued that he was concerned less 
some teacher at the high school was teaching the 
Negro youngsters to hate the white race. 

I I stated that it had been suggested to him 

that he turn over the mutilated dollar bill to the Citizens 
Council but had decided to hold it for the Secret Service as 
possibly constituting a violation of Treasury regulations. 

E) ACTION TAKEN BY COUNCILS TO' IMPLEMENT THEIR PROGRAM 


Captain 


advised Agent on January 26, 


1955, that the Executive Committee of the Dallas County Council 
has met a number of times in the offices of ALSTOMJ£EITH and tha 
KEITH had made several inquiries of his office inarcating the 
interest of the Council. Specifically, KEITH hacl inquired as to 



a. The names, addresses and occupation of all Negroes 

connected with the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 


b. 


He made reference to a report that a white fraternal 
organization had used the facilities of the. Officers 
Club at Craig Air Force Base for a dance and that 
several local Negro couples were at the Base at>. 
the time and visited t fye ball room during the. 
dance, and he a pked if 
Negro couples. 


could identify the 
added that he declined to 
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do so although he knew who they were and considered 
them to be responsible and reliable Negroes. 

He made reference to an incident wherein a member 
of the Citizens Council observed one of his 
children reading a book concerning Negroes which 
the child had obtained at the school library. 

The member complained to the Council and KEITH . f _ 

advised that he would refer t he book to a 

committee for review. I lidded that | 

had expressed concern 


over the action of the Council and had noted that 
the book in question was of a type that has been 
' 1 in the school library for generations. 

Mobile T-l advised Agent on January 31, 1955, 
that the only matter that has been approved by, the Council for 
investigation to date concerns the incident that occurred at Craig 
Air Force Base. He related that an Alumni Association of the 
KA fraternal organization had arranged to use the facilities of 
the Officers’ Club for a dance. Whi le they we re y .there a Negro 


Captain, whose name, he believed to 1$ 


$ 


visit ed 


the Officers’ Club with a number of Negro civilians from Selma. 
He continued t hat he. .was informed that these civ ilians included 


:.,a Dentist, Dr 
It is his understanding that 


it 


and 


re were several otners in the 
party as well. He continued that the Negroes entered the 
ballroom and occupied a table and later made use of the dance 
floor. He stated that he believes the Negroes were deliberately 
attempting to create an incident since it is widely known that 
the KA organization is a strictly white southern group. 

Mobile T-l continued that an open meeting was to 
be held on the evening of January 31, 1955, and after the principal 
addresses, a closed business meeting for members only would be 
held. Among the items up for discussion at the business meeting 
was the above mentioned incident. He continued that no 
suggestion of economic pressure or other retaliation would be 
urged upon the members but the facts would be made known to all 
of the members. He advised that it is a practice for many employer 
of Negro labor, particularly the landowners, to pay the medical ^ 
and dental bills of Negroes in their employ and he would not^be’ 
surprised if these employers would decline to pay s pch bills in 
the futur e if the employee used the services of Dr* 


He expressed the opinion that they would be well within 

, h , i- 

V) n 


v 


20 - 




J f tjco 






iO 105-121 


their legal rights if they cared to take such action. He noted 
that in the past month a number of Negroes, prompted by the 
NAACP, have called at his place of business and informed him 
that they would no longer do business with him. 

Mobile T-2 advised Agent on February 1, 1955, 
that approximately 500 persons were in attendance at the 
meeting held in Selma on the preceding evening. He noted that 
v speeches in defense of segregation were delivered by ROBERT B. . 


PATT ERSON, an organize r of the Mlssi ssf 
Reverend I |, pastor of the I 

I unurcn in Selma. T-2 adde 


i Councils, and bv the 
that further meetings 


would be held about every two m onths and that speake rs scheduled 


for addresses in Se lma included| 

r. | I, Montgomery minister, 

r 3enat or J 11WEAST LAND of Mississippi. 


l° f Mobile 

.nd United States 
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ADMIN ISTR AT I'VE PAGE 


Copies of this report are designated for New 
Orleans, Memphis ana Birmingham because of the existence of 
similar type organizations in the territory covered by those 
offices. 


INF ORMANTS 

Mobile T-ls 
Mobile T-2s 


LEADS 


THE MOBILE DIVISION”. 


AT SELMA. ALABAMA 


Will continue to report on the organization and 
activities of Citizens Councils in Alabama. 


REFERENCES Bureau letter to Mobile dated 12/17/54 


f\ 
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Assistant- Attorney General March 8, 1955 

tjllll^iB' F. Tompfcins 

s’’ 

Doctor, FBI 

O' 

CITIZEN* COU NCI LS CF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITY™- TT"™ — 
fbi Fine 105-33955 

There is being furnished you herewith one -copy of the 
report of Special Agent John p. Brady dated February 18* 1 955. 

You may desire to review this report in detail in 1 
connection i<?ith the provisions of Executive Order lOij.50. 



Tolson 

Board man 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen . 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd - 

Tele. Room /\ ; 

Holloman h l ^ 

Gandy — 
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MSS / 





AC,Atl*ata 


March 1955 


Director, FBI (105-34237) 


OTI3SBG COUNCILS 
HTT3HIT4L SflCOSI?* ~ X 


At tho suggestion of the Department, the Hew Orleans 
end Memphis Offices ere conducting an itwistigaiinn of tho 
“Association of Citizens Cowells (of Mississippi)” for 
consideration by th© Department pursuant to Bxeeutive Order 
10450# 


on tho 


i Tho Mobil© Office is also conducting an Investigation 
itizens Councils of uiobaaa. 


The first Citizens Council was organized July 11, 

1954, at Indianola, Uisslssiupi, and as of februay, 1955, 
councils were for nod in twenty-five count ie® of Mississippi 
with a total mentorship of approximately 30.000. The Citizens 
Councils of Alabama pattern after tho councils organized in 
Mississippi and were first formed in Seim, Alabama, in October, 


The Citizens Council© disclaim affiliation with or 
similarity to the Ku Klwx Xlsu. Tho stated objectives include 
discouraging Negroes from voting and rnintaiaing segregation 
in public schools » Those objectives are being carried out 
by economic pressure brought to bear on Negroes seeking to 
vote or who are is favor of integration in schools. The 
council© claim no violence will be used and only legal means 
employed. 

All office® receiving copies of this letter are \s ■ 
instructed to be alert for' tits formation of Citizens Councils 
in the territory covered by yrur offices# Upon the receipt 
of such information you should advise the Bureau immediately 
by letter setting forth all pertinent data concerning the 
organization and the officer thereof. Ho investigation should 
be conducted without prior Bureau authority. 


2 00 -Birmin gh am 2 ^ 

°i s °l ' — 2 cc * Charloit© y _ ' v t> ; 2 «ft k. * iM8i> 

ichols . — co »• Knoxville fl MXrIm '.crc Hew 9gleana 4 1955 
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MOBILE 


W 18 fm/Zlih^gSiS/llL JOHN P. BRADY - ojt 
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(3-9-64) 


ITIZENS COUNCILS OP ALABAMA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




Mobile T-l advised on 5/11/55 that no changes in organization 
or aims of Council since last contacted 1/31/55* Uo open 
meetings held since that date„ Next meeting is now planned 
for 6/22/55 at Memorial Stadium where principal speakers are to 
be HERMAN TALMADGE, TOM P. BRADY and R. B. PATTERSON. Selma 
Police Captain advises Councils appear to have been more or 
less dormant past few months. Additional organizational 'data 
re Marengo County Council lists speakers at meeting of 12/6/51)-* 
No indication of a Council fo scried in Autauga County. 


DETAILS S AT' SELMA, ALABAMA 


AGENCY 

REQ. REG’B 
DATE KCW. 

r 


Informant T-l,' who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, reported on May 11, 1955 that there had been no 
changes in the organizational structure or in the aims and 
purposes of the Citizens Council since he had last reported 
on January 31, 1955* He related that there had been no open 
meetings held in Selma since January 31, 1955 although the. 
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Executive Committee had cont inued to meet at regular intervals. 
Discussions at these meetlnga had developed' the general theme 
that there were only a few Negroes in Dallas County, not more 
than six, who were considered troublemakers by the Council,. 
These Negroes were those active particularly in the work of 
the National Association for the Advancement for Colored People 
He advised that to his knowledge there had not been any 
instances where any action, either economic or any other kind,, 
had been taken against these Negroes# He pointed out that 
the Council was determined to avoid violence and to keep a 
tight control on its activities so as to avoid either violence 
or illegality# It was his opinion that the purposes of the 
Council were being met simply by holding an occasional meeting 
and he stated that the next open meeting is currently planned 
for the night of June 22, 1955* He stated that the meeting 
will be open to the public and will be, held at Memorial Stadium 
Principal speakers are Scheduled to be GBj, -former 

Governor o f the State of Georgias Circuit Judges' TOM' P^feADY 
of Bro okhaven,., -Miss is sippl,/ 'author of "the book, ’’BLAGIy' A 

MONDAY 1 ,’ described by T-l as a so rt jgf ’ unofficial textbook / 
of Citizens Counoils| arid: R, Exe cutive. Dire ct or S 

•of the Miss It is further planned \ 
that copies of the book’ will be distributed at- j 

the Stadium# A 



In addition, T-l reported that no additional Councils 
had been formed in the State to his knowledge , .although 
inquiries had been received from most counties as to the type 
of organization that had been set up. He noted that a 
committee representing several Councils from Dallas, Marengo, 
Perry and Hale Counties had been formed to consider and make 
a recommendation as to the advisability of organizing a State 
Council, but this committee had not as yet taken any action# 

vV^ 

Qhalroian:.. of the Dallas County Council , 
issued a Press statement printed' Tn' the" Selma foimes Journal , 
daily newspaper published at Selma, JpA#* in issue of March 
8# 1955 ihiP*lSwer to an article. that appeared in Look Magazine 
by HODDlNCfMJARTER, e4i£or-~ of^rthe_G.r©^Sffiil^*^-ifes^^^ 
pe.Ita^emocrat.^Tii?ies # v CARTER had charged, according "to thd 
Selma Times Journal# that the ’’Citizens Councils are threatening 
to become a modern day Ku-Klnx-KLan # ’’ In his, statement . to the 
Press, KEITH announced, ”We organized to prevent violence, but 
I will say this# If people like CARTER keep sounding off for 
selfish interests and stirring up the Negroes with false 
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accusations, there. Will be trouble and bloodshed* And nothing 
can prevent it,” The newspaper article continues: ’'The 

Mississippi editor writes that *So far, they have' agreed 
that violence must be ruled out *put he said that economic^ 
pressure is their weapon. to discourage Negro political activity 
and, desegregation efforts in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, South Carolina and Northefii 
Florida, Despite their non-violent intent, CARTER says, ‘But 
I can imagine hoodlums taking over if today* s leaders give way 
to boredom or anger or despair* These Citizens Councils Can 
become instruments of interracial violence* The ingredients 
are there# The incentive and incendiary" Spark are lacking - 
so far# If and when these should appear, I say, soberly and 
in warning, that the, men in white robe's will seize control,* 

n KEITH said Tuesday that * economic pressure, as the 
means that the Councils use to force continued segregation 
has been completely overplayed, sensationalized* It*s 
ridiculous to even consider that such action could he applied 
to the masses of Negroes in the south,* He stated for example 
that there are approximately 35,000 Negroes in Dallas County 
and that he cannot foresee hiving to employ this: ‘extreme- 
means of control on more, than a half-dozen trouble makers, 
at the most,* KEITH continued that *With the vast majority 
it boils down to nothing more than simply sitting, down with 
the recognized Negro* leaders who have the best .interests 1 of 
their race at heart, talking over our mutual problems and 
working out a peaceable solution beneficial to both races** 

The Council leader described the ‘few troublemakers*’ as those 
•individuals who have been misled by the communist inspired 
NAACP into working actively for it#, 1 KEITH reaffirmed that the 
Council will continue to *in every legal Way possible* to 
oppose any breaking down of the segregation barriers ‘but we 
will make just as strong an effort to aid our Negroes in any 
way they seek to bettei* their conditions on a segregated basis* 


Captain [ 


i Selma Police Department, 


advised on May 12, 1955 that it appeared to him that the 
Councils had become more or less dormant and that no activity 
had come to his attention in recent months. 

U > no is IW APosmcw TO 


be 

b7C 


AT MARENGO COUNTY, ALABAMA 


8l>r OlHOSt- REt/ABIt-iTy is 


own reliabi l ity 


Mobile Confidential Informant T-2 
under date of March 21, 1955 made available a report on the 
organizational meetings of the Marengo County Citizens Council. 
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This report included the following informs tiohj 


/ 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 

- R - 


L Prattville, Alabama 

Mr. I L Prattville, Alabama 

Mr# | L Montgomery * Alabama 

Mobile Confidential Informant T-2 


November 22, 195k - Group of local leaders met with 
other Black Belt County leaders and discussed White 
Citizens Councils' plans# 

November 29# 1954 - First public meeting held at the 
Marengo County Court; House* Attended by 20 white 
men# Bach was asked to bring five others to meeting 
on^peaember 6th# Elected Circuit Solicitor THQMft^L, 
H^JrwGS temporary Chairman and . RO^B^ KS LEY 
t^^^rary secretary,, 


December 6# 19.54 - Meeting attended by approximately 


200 men# Mr# 
by State Sena- 
rDr.|___Z_ 
igfiAWFORD. Pert 
“ Attorney : Mr . 
County; and| 

AT AUTAUGA C0,1 


iGGS p reside d# Speeches were made 
> WAI iTfflf UjIVHAN -o. f_Dallas. Count y? 

IdC Hale Count v: Dr . LAWRENC, 
Counts* Mr. MO TEA , Selma 

lof Orrvi lle, Dallas 

WALTER GIVHAN. 



ALABAMA 


Inquiry of the following- — 1 informed sources 
by Special Agent I I failed to establish the 

existence of a Citizens Council in Autauga County# 
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- ADM'NISTRATIVE PAGE -• 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Sources concealed in this report have been so 
.handled after due consideration and for good reason. 


INFORMANTS 


Mobile T-l : 



Mobile T-2 ; 


Report ing information furnished to SA 
I by letter dated 3/21/55. 


LEAD S 


MOBILE DIVISION 


AT . SELMA. . ALABAMA. 


Will continue, to report on the org 
activities of Citizens Councils in Alabama. 


REFERENCE i Report of SA JOM P. BRADY, 2/18/55, Mobile. 
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MR. L. V. 


MR. A. H. BELMONT 

CITIZENS COUNCILS AND STATES ’ 
RIGHTS MOVEMENTS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
BUFILE 105-34237 

Background: 


May 16, 1955 




Since Supreme Court decision of 5-17-54 re integration 
of Negroes and whites in public school autonomous organizations . 

under various names have been formed in Arkansas, Mississippi, ^ 

Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina. , North Carolina, Virginia-'''' 
and Maryland for the ostensible purpose of maintaining segregation. . j 
These organizations are. for the most part made up of prominent . 

citizens such as state legislators, '' 

doctors, lawyers,, bankers-, et cetera, Who are opposed to any use of ^ 
force and violence in maintaining segregation.. These organizations^ 
disclaim any affiliation with or similarity to the Ku Klux Klan . ^ 

and intend to achieve their purpose through economic pressure 
brought to bear on members of the National Association for the > 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) , indivividuals seeking Negro j/ 
votes, Negro voters and integretionista. I \ 

Example: i I S 

One of the better examples of these organizations is the § 
Association of Citizens Councils ( of Mississippi) ’which claims . . t 
30,000 members in 25 counties i:a Mississippi. . The Internal Sefcurit>- 
Division of the Department by letter 12-10-54 suggested invest igati®: 
of this organization with a biew toward designating it under' Ex- 0 
ecutive Order 10450. According to the letter particular emphasis < 
should be placed on anypolicies or activities which indicate that jf 
the organization nad ’’adopted a policy of advocating or approving {§ 
the commission of acts of force and violence, to deny others their 0 
rights under the Constitution of bhe United States.” Investigation 
has been conducted and reports submitted to the Department. The 
Criminal Division Of the Department has made several requests for 
investigation of possible civil rights violations in connection 
with the Association of Citizens Councils. -These possible 
violations concern alleged attempts to prevent Negroes from voting 
and refusal by employees of the Federal Home Administration to make,/ 
loans to Negroes affiliated with the NAACP. The NAACP was quick t> ; 
secure affidcbits in the latter cases and furnish them to the / 
White House. // 


CFW:bas 

(4) 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - 1 ' r . [ 


ALL IKF0RMA.TI05V GOWEAmED 

imPdsnzlia wcilabsimed . _ , 




Boardman 

Belmont 


NOT RECORDED 

141 MAY 20 1955 




: . Current Bureau 'policy is' that /we do not investigate groups 

that .advocate and employ legal means to achieve their objectives ; ' •'/." 

however, v/here advisable the field is 'authorized to invest igat-e or gani z a- . 
tions established for purpose of combatting or advocating, affirmative . 
action against recial. minorities! Such groups may result in ; civil rights, 
violations and in- cases, such as these organizations, it ' is believed /'-//•/. 
desirable- that determination of those involved ! be made 'and .aGtivlties-. of'*-' - 
the organization be followed. . This investigative background will be , i . - 
most useful in the event civil rights violations .should occur in. the • /■_■'■; 

future in connecti on with their activities. ■ ■ V 1 

By letter dated 3-^22-55 twelve southern' ^offices were informed - ? 
of the rapid spread of these groups and. were instructed to be alert. .for; , ' 
the formation ££ such' organizations in 'their terrirory. These- offices' 
were instructed that upon- receipt of such information to advise the' . 
Bureau immediately by letter setting forth pertinent t data .concerning the 
organization and officers thereof.'- Ko investigation. -y;ast o' be -conducted 
without prior Bureau authority. ... 1 •• ./ ■ 

Observations : ' ••• 

It is reported that the attitude of the people in the southern-, 
states, is that the Supreme Court decision is objuctionable not only from 
the standpoint of its social obligations but is 'actually Unconstitutional . . 
and “an infringement of states .rights. Therefore, it appears that', strong '■ 
ppposition . will be registered by the southern states’ at such /time as ■ • .. .1 

integration is made mandatory. Inasmuch as the. people connected with • 
these organizations appear to be leaders and respected citizens: in their / 
community investigations conducted could be attended' .by adyerse - criticism 
of the Bureau. V' : - / ^ . -1 / . 

The Supreme Cpurt has not yet handed down '- any - date .on which 
integration is to take place,. At the time it is probable that these ■ 
organizations “dll become more active and that extra legal steps will be : 
taken to prevent integration. Therefore, it is believed that we should 
have information concerning these groups and the individuals connected, 
therewith prior, to any incidents which;, may take; place.;: In View of the. 

above the field “has beeri following the activities of these organizations 
to determine whether others are being denied their rights under U. S. 
Constitution and reports have been furnished Department for 
consideration under Executive Order 10450. 
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Memo - Belmont-Boardman 
dated May 16, 1955 


RECOMMENDATION: 


If you approve we will continue having the field follow the 
activities of these organizations and -will continue to furnish reports 
thereon to the Department for consideration under Executive Order 10450 


OK 

H 
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SAC, Mobil® (105-121) 


June 2, 1955 


A ,/ 

/ 





Befarence Is niadd to previous correspondence in this 
matter, In view of th® nature of this organisation and the 
prominence of th® individuals connected therewith it is desired 
that any inquiries made concerning its activities be most 
discreetly handled In order to avoid any possible embarrassment 
to the bureau. In setting forth leads for other offices you, 
should caution those offices to be discreet In any investigation 
conducted. 


Director, FBI (105-33955) 
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CITIZENS COUNCILS OP ALABAMA 

i^HKAL^sSctmify - x " 
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ON YELLOW: 


^ XXI iiXtiUtAllie 

/p 2 Invest igat 
•\%/w under Exec 

M /» 

tjgf 0^' 


Captioned organization is similar to the Citizens 
Councils of Mississippi, It Iras formed for the 
purpose of maintaining segregation in public 
schools and its members are prominent citizens 
in Alabama, The Department suggested an 
investigation of this organization for consideration 
tinder Executive Order 10100. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


mobile: 



DATE WHEN I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE I REPORT MADE BY 
MADE | I 


^( 3 - 9 - 54 ) 


14 1955 1 6/2357/1,7/5^ JOHN P. BRADY s.tad 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


-J CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 


INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Mass meeting held by CITIZENS COUNCILS at Selma, Ala?;, 6/22/35 
attended by approximately 5000. Program set forth, principal 
speakers being HERMAN TALMADGE, TOM P. BRADY and ROBERT 
PATTERSON. Copies of Black Monday and other literature re- 
flecting aims and purposes of COUNCILS distributed at meeting. 
Some individuals, including I L restrained from dis- 

tributing literature not approved by COUNCILS. National or- > 
ganization reported to be formed in New Orleans, La. known as 1 
FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT led by JOHN U. BARR. 
Dallas County CITIZENS COUNCIL will affiliate with this group. 
COUNCIL formed in Autauga County with C. D. JACKSON . as . chair- 
man. No additional meetings planned in Selma at this time, 
but rally planned at Birmingham, Ala. by AMERICAN STATES RIGHTS 
ASSOCIATION, INC. to include same speakers as appeared in Selma 
Dallas County COUNCIL presently concerned with newspaper en- 
titled THE SELMA MIRROR being distributed by Negroes and con- 
taining what is described as a grossly untrue account of a 


Selma police case. 
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AT SELMA. ALABAMA 


On July 1, 1955, McLEAN PITTS, Attorney and a member 
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of the Executive Committee of the Dallas County CITIZENS COUNCIL 
reported that 'the open mass meeting of CITIZENS COUNCILS took 
place as planned at Selma on June 22, 1955* PITTS continued 
that approximately 5000 persons were present from Alabama, 
Mississippi ana Georgia, and the program that was followed is 


outlined below; 
Invocation 


Speakers 


Reverend HARRY W.^NQHER, 
Retired Baptist Minister 



HERMM^t^LMADGE 
Former Governor 
Georgia 


of State of 


TOM P. BRADY 

Circuit Judge, Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, and Vice-President, 
Mississippi Bar Association 



ROBERTA ATTERSON 
Executive Secretary of the 
Mississipp i CITIZENS COUNCILS 

SYD^SMYER 

Retired Legislator and Attqrney, 
Birmingham^^Clab ama 

M. ALSTOrfalTH 

Chairman, Dallas County, Alabama 
CITIZENS COUNCIL 


w. cTgivhan 

State Senator, Dallas County, Ala. 


# * # 


Copies of Report To; 

1 - Atlanta (Info) (RM) 

1 - Birmingham (Info) (RM) 
1 - Memphis (Info) (RM) 

1 - New Orleans (Info) (RM) 

2 - Mobile (105-121) 
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PITTS noted that guests of honor who were seated 

f ' h§ f peake rs* stand included Alabama State _Senator s-S . 0. 
N§, Marengo County; M. ff?^^EB7 DeKalb County; .GERALD __ 
$!§HD, Clarke County; - s i^Mc^HARD T. Macon Countyi T JAMES 
MAN. Greene County; COOPER - , _ Wil cox County; ALB^ET'_ 

Jefferson County; ALB Bg>T^D S\TtS . Pickens County; .DAVE 
ROt feH, Autauga County; juj^pavi$, Lowndes County; H. P^ ~~~ 
vf J AMES, Bibb County and STATE Wi'E, Coosa County, Alabama. An 


‘invitation was extended to Governor JAMES E. FOLSOM and 
Lieutenant Governor GUY HARDWICK of Alabama, but both declined 
to attend. 

PITTS further advised that details of the mass meet- 
ing had been in the hands of the following: 


JAKE BENDERSKY 

comer~sHIs 

McLEAN PITTS 


W. C/GIVHAN 
ceciTshottrine 


HARMpN CARTER 
TOM STRONG 


Publicity 

Grounds 

Program 

Re cep t ion 

\ 

Entertainment 
Membership^ 
Treasurer \ 


It is observed that all of the above are Selma, 
Alabama residents. 

The Selma Times Journal, daily newspaper published in 
Selma, in issue of June 23, 1955, attributed the following \ 
comments to the speakers at the mass meeting held in Selma on\ 
June 22nd; 

HERMAN TALMADGE 

’'Former Governor HERMAN TALMADGE outlined a four-point 
program by which the South can meet the threat of v 
desegregation -< — The Georgian called for a united 
South and offered the following four points as a solu- 
tion • • • • • 

1. State legislative action which would 
abolish the public school system. 
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2. Elimination of public funds for any 
school where white and Colored children 
attend « 

3* An application of stern economic and 
social pressure on all * modern day 
scalawags* who favor integration or who 
won't fight to maintain segregation. 

4. United public opinion in the South which 
would express itself at the polls against 
anyone *who would sell us down the river.*" 

TOM P. BRADY 


"——veteran jurist called for impeachment of present 
U.S. Supreme Court Justices and proposed that members 
of the Supreme Court should be elected to office so 
they could be held accountable to the people. BRADY 
warned 'segregation is only a small segment of the 
overall design. The ultimate objective is to 
socialize and communize. The NAACP has nc concern 
for the Negroes of the South. It is pledged to in- 
tegrate and mongrelize the nation and is g willing 
and ready tool in the hand of Communist front or- 
ganizations - — We must give our Negro good but 
separate schools, libraries, playgrounds, hospitals 
and an opportunity to develop to th^fullest of his 
inherent possibility* , l 

uSfL 4- (A 

REVEREND HENRY M. FANCHBR 


"The Southside Baptist pastor, keynoted the session 
with a prayer for strength, wisdom and courage to 
fight those who would destroy the purity of our race." 


ROBERT PATTERSON 


"PATTERSON asserted that 'bitter words and fancy 
phrases will get us nowhere. We have got to make 
our votes count, our sentiments known at the 

ballot box* challenged his audience — *if 

40,000,000 white southerners let the 250,000 
members of this group dictate our future, then 
whatever our fate be, it will be too good for usK." 
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SYD SMYER 

"SYD SMYER, who is now a leader in the Methodist 
Church’s battle for continued segregation of its 
membership, sounded an alarm for members. of other 
churches to be on the alert for *the same thing 
that is happening to the Methodists is happening 
to your church*. He charged his audience to have 
the courage to stand up and be counted." 

M. ALSTON KEITH 


"KEITH promised that * segregation will be maintained 
in our public schools. No Negro will enter a white 
school, nor will any whit© child enter a Negro 
school, and we must voice our opposition to the weak- 
kneed and self seeking po3.iticians who advocate in- 
tegration*. He asserted that *the best way to ex- 
press our opposition to integration is through a 
strong group such as the Citizens Council*." 

W. C. GIVHAN 


"GIVHAN pictured the South as facing its most 
serious threat in history in the segregation 
crisis. *0ur long established customs will be 
shattered if we submit to the decree of nine men 
who have violated every principle of states rights 
and individual freedom granted in the constitu- 
tion of the United States-. We must stand and fight 
today, tomorrow and forever against those who, for 
personal gain, would destroy our Southern way of 
life*." 


Captain 


Selma, Alabama Police De- 


partment, advised on July 7, 1955, that no incidents had been 
reported to the Selma Police Department either before or after 
the mass meeting held by the CITIZENS COUNCILS on June 22nd. 

He made available copies of the literature distributed by the 
COUNCILS at the meeting and called attention to a mimeographed 
sheet which he understood had been distributed by unidentified 
individuals from Georgi a. Thi s sheet bears a heading "Thumbs 
Down" and is unsigned. | ^related that inquiry had been 
made by council members or HERMAN TALMADGE as to the propriety 
of distributing this sheet and TALMADGE had indicated that he 
knew nothing about it, whereupon council, members prevented any 
further distribution. 
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The mimeographed sheet calls for a boycott of certain, 
companies and charges readers to "strike back at the race- 
mincer sjj Refuse to patronize those who contribute large sums 
of money to race mixing organizations and those who insult 
you and your family by projecting mixed performers right into 
your living room via radio and television" • The sheet then 
lists various sponsors of ARTHUR GODFREY, a television pro- 
ducer and of EDWARD R, MURROW. The sheet also attacks a number 
of companies, including the Ford Motor Company, Philip Morris 
Cigarettes, Kellogg Cereal and Schenley Distilleries, for their 
contributions to foundations or organizations dealing with 
Negroqs. 


and made 



The remaini ng lite rature distributed by the COUNCILS 
ivailable by | ids; briefly described belows 

jAlACK MOHtfAY 

Ak 


By Tom R^sBrady 
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Copies of thi s book. we re sold at the Selma meeting 
for $1. The author is identified as a Vice-President of the 
Mississippi Bar Association and a Circuit Judge of the Four- 
teenth Judicial District in Mississippi. The book is published 
by the Association of Citizens Councils, Winona, Mississippi, 
and it gets its name from the date of Monday, May 17, 1954, 
upon which date the Supreme Court of the United States handed 
down a decision on segregation cases on appeal from the States 
of Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia and Delaware. Council 
leaders have previously referred to the book as a sort of un- 
official text for the organization of CITIZENS COUNCILS. 


The major portion of the book deals with an analysis 
of the background of the racifil problem with comments on the 
decision of the Supreme Court* Of interest here, however, is 
the suggested solution for the problem which ...put lines the or- 
ganization that should be set up and defines the aims and pur- 
poses of such an organization., The book reads in part — 


"The racial question, which is squarely presented by 
the ’Black Monday* decision of the Supreme Court, is 
but one vital part of this problem. The great threat 
to this nation is that of creeping Socialism and 
Communism. The inter-racial angle is but a tool, a 
means to an end, in the overall effort to socialize 
and communize our Government. The grading down of 
the intelligence quotient of one-third of the, people 


- 6 - 



MO 105-121 



of this Country through amalgamation of the white 
and Negro race would be a great asset in the 
communizing of our Government « n 

The program outlined is as follows— 

1. The enactment and enforcement of rigid immigra- 
tion restrictions* 

2. The teaching of children the basic fundamental 
differences between a Democratic state and a 
Communist state. 

3« Exposure of the Neo-Socialist and Marxian 
Christians • 

4* Conferences with Negro leaders in the seventeen 
southern states are proposed* It is asserted that 
”95 % or more of the Negro race in the South do 
not want to be integrated - — all they want is an 
opportunity to enjoy the- privileges and rights 
which, in many instances, have been denied them. 

The attitude and intention of these Negro leaders 
should be ascertained, and a firm and binding agree- 
ment reached. These Negr-oes should likewise be told, 
in no uncertain terms, what a contest can produce for 
the Negro in the South. ** It is suggested that these 
conferences take place on a county Wide basis under 
the supervision of a state organization. 

5. The creation of an organization is proposed 
with the suggested name of "The National Federation 
of Sovereign States of America" • This organization 
would include — ■ 

1. A National Board of Directors 

(a) A Political Department 

(1) Constitutional and Legislative 
Committee 

(b) An Educational Department 

(c) A Religious Department 

Further suggested organizational steps would in- 
clude — 
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1. A committee of credentials would operate 
in each department to prevent infiltration. 

2. The National Board, would be concerned with 
coordinating the various state organizations* 

3. The state organizations must not be secret 
and must not resemble in any manner the Ku 
Klux Klans. 

4. The state organizations will be the medium 
for raising funds necessary for the effi- 
cient operation of the plan. 

5. An Editorial Bureau consisting of outstand- 
ing editors should methodically and con- 
sistently supply information to Congress, 
the Supreme Court and other branches of 
our Government, truthfully reflecting the 
situation as it actually exists. 

6. Utilization of the Electoral College is 
recommended to prohibit any Socialist or 
Communist from becoming President of the 
United States. 

7* The creation of a 49th state, such as on 
lower California, in Alaska, or in islands 
of the Pacific, is discussed wherein the 
Negro would be transported and given the 
opportunity to develop to the fullest ex- 
tent of his ability. 

8. The National Organization, which it is 
suggested might be converted into a third 
national party, is urged to accept as its 
first objective the enactment of an amend- 
ment offered by Senator JAMES 0. EASTLUND 
of Mississippi which reads as follows - 
"There shall be no interference with or 
limitations upon the power of any state to 
regulate health, morals, education, marriage 
and good order in the state 5 and exclusive 
jurisdiction is reserved to the states". 

9* It is proposed that the Supreme Court and 
the office of the Attorney General should 
be elective. 
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10. It is proposed that Supreme Court Judges 
should be required to possess Certain 
qualifications in the way of previous 
judicial experience. 

11. Action recommended for consideration by 
affected states should include — 

(a) The immediate repeal of any con- 
stitutional requirement requiring 
children to attend school. 

(b) The separation of boys and girls 
in classes. 

(c) Establish the right of Counties 

or school districts to adopt rules 
and regulations governing the 
membership, attendance, mainte- f 
nance and operation of the schools. 

12. The re-organization of the school system 
and the use of the referendum is proposed. 

13. The abolition of the public schools is 
recommended if all other methods fail. 

14. As a last step, the declaration "of a 
cold war and an economic boycott", is 
proposed, 

15. A special court is recommended "in which 
all undesirables „ perjurers, subver- 
sives, saboteurs and traitors can be 
promptly tried and punished. The right 
of trial by jury must be fair and im- 
partial, but it should be speedy. It is 
deplorable that two or three years must • 
lapse before a traitor can be punished." 

II. A MIMEOGRAPHED SHEET ENTITLED "CITIZENS COUNCILS" 

This sheet, signed "Dallas County Citizens Council" 
outlines the aims and purposes of the Council and calls attention 
to the fact that the Councils are not secret organizations and 
membership is open to all white adult male citizens. Aims and 
purposes are said to be (1) Resisting the announced program of 
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the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; 

(2) Maintaining segregation in our public schools, theaters, . 
restaurants, hotels and other public places; (3) ..Education of 
our children in the importance of segregation; (4) Maintaining 
the good relations between the white rAce and the Negro rfaCe 
that has existed all these years in the Black Belt; (5) To pre- 
vent a mongrelized race in the South and (6) Accomplishment of 
its program without violence, 

III. A PAMPHLET ENTITLED "THE CITIZENS* COUNCIL" 

■■■ '■» !» i ■ I ’ ' ■ ■■’ 

This pamphlet is published by the Association of 
Citizens* Councils, Winona, Mississippi which also outlines the 
aims and purposes of the Councils and sets forth information as 
to the basic organizational structure of the Council. 

On July 1, 1955 M. ALSTON KEITH, Chairman of the 
Dallas County Citizens Council was contacted at which time he 
outlined the following current activity of the CITIZENS COUNCILS. 

A National Organization is presently being formed 
with headquarters in New Orleans, Louisiana, and it is present- 
ly knorn^s the "FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT." One 
JOHN Ut\BARR, American Bank Building, New Orleans, is reported 
to“ be the head of the. organization. It is proposed that two 
directors will be selected from each state to serve on the 
National Board. The Alabama delegates have not yet been select- 
ed, but those men under consideration are political leaders who 
were active as States Righters. WALTER C. GIVHAN, State Senator 
from Dallas County, Alabama, is the Dallas County Delegate to 
the New Orleans organization. The Dallas County Citizens Council 
has affiliated with the New Orleans organization. KEITH expects 
this organization to be active in supporting the candidacy of 
Governor SHIVERS of Texas for the Presidency, but whether or not 
this would be through the medium of a third party, he could not 
say at this time. 

The Dallas County Citizens Council is not otherwise 
affiliated with any other organization, although it cooperates 
in the exchange of information with organizations in other areas 
and in other states. KEITH advised that one such organization 
is the AMERICAN STATES RIGHTS ASSOCIATION, INC., with a temporary 
address of 2112 First Avenue, North, Birmingham, Alabam a. OLIN ^ 
Hr^HQRTON is president of this organization. KEITH also re- 
~ealite2Pbor r e spondence with the "Grass Roots League" of South . 
Carolina and with the "Defenders of States Rights" of Virginia. 
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KEITH noted that the organization of CITIZENS .COUNCILS 
in Alabama . at this time includes the following: 


COUNTY 


Dallas 

Perry 


Marengo 


Hale ' 

Autauga 

In addition a Council is reported to have been or- 
ganized in Macon County, but has been virtually inactive since 
its organization. A Council is to be organized in Wilcox County 
and Mr. FREBHHS^TOERSON is presently serving as temporary chair- 
man. Inquiry wa& received by the Dallas County Council from one 
ALBEI^Blj^ORE , Mobile, Alabama, who sought assistance in organiz- 
ing a Counbil in Mobile. KEITH noted, however, that it had 
appeared to the officers of the Dallas County group that ELMORE 
was a type of ''radical** and not the type they desired to head a 
Council. It was added that ELMORE has a connection with a group 
known as THE SOUTHERNERS and has distributed literature entitled 
"Common Sense" which KEITH considered violently anti-seme tic and 
anti-Catholic. 

KEITH continued that at the meeting held in Selma on 
June 22nd, representatives were present from Mississippi, Alabama 
and Georgia, but he was not aware of the identity of any indi- 
viduals from Georgia, who were prohibited from passing out their 
literature. He noted that the National Citizens Protective 
Association of St. Lduis was unknown to him and he did not know 
whether rep resenta€ives were in attendance at Selma. He did 
recall that I l of Atmore , Alabama, was at the meeting be 

and had intended to distribute copies “of "Common Sense" and ■ hie 
similar literature, but was prevented from doing so by represen- 
tatives of the CITIZENS COUNCILS. He noted that no plans have 
been laid for the next meeting although a big rally is planned 
by the AMERICAN STATES RIGHTS ASSOCIATION, INC. in Birmingham 
in the near future featuring the same speakers who appeared in 
Selma. 

KEITH reported that the Dallas County Citizens 
Council had endeavored to arrange a meeting with Negro leaders 


CHAIRMAN 
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in Selma in line with the suggestion contained in "Black Monday", 
but had been rebuffed by the Negro leaders who declined to 
attend a joint meeting. KEITH advised that these leaders were 
the officers pf National Association for the Advancement of ' 
Colored People* ' 


KEITH stated that one matter presently being con- 
sidered by the officers of the Dallas County Council concerned 
an article appearing in the Selma Mirror,, a Negrp^publication 
which he charged contained a grossly untrue .article on the first 


page concerning the trial of a Negro, 

sently under sentence to death in Alabama, 
is the type of propaganda which the 001 



who is pre- 
e noted that this 
hope to expose. 


On July 7, 1955, Mr. TOi^, ■ 

J, advised that he ’was Executive Secretary of 


the Dallas County Citizens Council and through his personal ac- 
quaintanceship with TOM P. BEADY, he had been largely instru- 
mental in having councils organized in Alabama. He advised there 
are five active councils at this time, the mo st recent being 
formed in Autauga County where C. D. JACKSON, | I, is chair- 

man. He noted that a council had been formed m Macon County, 
but due to ineffective leadership, was more or less inactive. 

He advised that some interest Jiad been indicated in Montgomery 
County for the formation of- a council there. 


With reference to the Selma meeting of June 22nd, he 
recalled that there had been a group from Georgia distributing 
a printed sheet entitled "Thumbs Down", but the distribution of 
this sheet had been stopped by council membe rs and the s upply 
of sheets had been seized. He recalled that I I of Atmore, 

Alabama, had been at the meeting and had attempted to take part 
in the meeting and to distribute lite rature , but had been pre- 
vented from doing so. He stated that I f was a most convinc- 
ing conversationalist and had influenced a number of people in 
Selma to contribute funds for the further distribution of articles 
such as "Common Sense". STRONG added that a man whose name he 
cannot recall, but who he believes is President of the National 
Association for the Advancement of White People had wired from 
Columbus, Georgia, prior to the meeting and had requested per- 
mission to speak at the rally. He was advised that the program 
was complete. 

STRONG reported that the only item of serious con- 
cern to the Council at this time is the distribution of a news- 
paper by Negroes that contains an article bearing what he des- 
cribed as a grossly untrue perverted account of a Selma police 
case. 
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^ : He referred to a copy of the Selma Mirror, Volume 

19f #6.« dated June 25, 1955, which makes reference to a Negro, 
I I. and which reads in part as follows; 

n Xj‘4te in 1953 was noted for one of Selma’s largest 
manhunts in the City’s history. Someone had raped 
a white woman, and an armed posse of 200 white 
citizens went through the City searching for the 
rapist. It was reported that they broke into homes 
of negroes, overturned farmers* wagons of cotton in 
their angered quest for no particular? man as long as 
he was Negro. At this time? a dragnet was thrown 
around this City. I I of Marion 

(Alabama) was enroifte'tO West '"Selma to make a social 
call on his fiancee. His automohile ran out of 
gasoline and he started walking toward a service 
station to purchase fuel for his vehicle. He 
took a short cut through a predominantly white 
neighborhood and was reported to be in the vicini- 
ty of a school. He was soon apprehended by several 
irate mobsters who held him at gunpoint and marched 
him to a service station until local law enforcers 
arrived”. 




as de- 
arrant 

3 


The article continues by alleging that 

nied counsel and his arrest had been illegal bec ause no 
was sworn. A pl ea is made f or contribution s and | 

Negro, was named I I of I I Fund Campaign . 

STRONG commented with reference to the above, that 
during the early part of 1953, there had been a series of night 
time assaults on white women in Selma. He noted that the inci- 
dents took place in the spring of the year and there most cer- 
tainly would be no "farmers’ wagons of cotton” anywhe re in the 
South at that time of the year. He noted that I I was said 
to be enroute to call upon his fiancee, although in fa ct, 1 I 

was married and had fou r children in Mari on . Further , I I 


had been apprehended by| |and his wife, white 

citize ns, who were enroute to tneir nome when th ey observed 
I I in an alley. STRONG continued that I I was given the 

services of two prominent white attorneys and subsequently re- 
tained two Negro attorneys from Birmingham. He had confessed 
in considerable detail to the assaults and was found guilty. ^-He 
is presently under sentence of death, the sentence having. -been 
upheld by the Alabama Supreme Court on June 23, 1955. 


STRONG observed that Council members resent the 
propaganda being distributed by the Selma Mirror and consider it 
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to be a NAACP. influenced project to raise money. He noted. that 
I is a Negro insurance agent prominent in NAACP 
activities in Selma, who is presently under indictment for em- 
bezzlement of funds obtained in some previous Negro campaign. 


STRONG related that the Selma Mirror is believed to 
be published in Birmingham and to have a state -wide distribution. 
It appears that the name "Selma" may be inserted in those copies 
distributed in Selma and that the names of other towns would be 
inserted depending upon where it was being distributed. He ad- 
vised that he had ascertained that one | 

Selma, has solicited ads for the paper and checks in payment or 
these ads are endorsed The Selma Mirror, 1100 Broad St., S. G. 
TULL IPS, Managing Editor. - ■ — - — ’ 
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vlsed he has no idea how his name was placed on the mailing 
list of this organization. 
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THE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL 


AUGUST, 1955 


ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS* COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI 


WINONA, MISS. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


In July 1954, the first Citizens' Council was formed in 
Indianola by 14 men, who met and counselled together on 
the terrible crisis precipitated by the United States Supreme 
Court in its Black Monday decision of May 17, 1954. For the 
first time in American history, racial segregation, the way of 
life regulating the daily activities of tens of millions of Ameri- 
can citizens, black and white, in a well known pattern of 
familiar and, satisfactor y conduct. . had been, decreed illegal. 

Despite the long range dangers to our constitutional safe- 
guards apparent to many men. North, South, East and West, 
in legislation by judicial fiat, the immediate and pressing 
danger to men and women in Mississippi and the rest of the 
South was the potential flood of negro invasion into our 
schools, parks, swimming pools, restaurants, hotels, trains, 
buses, into our very neighborhoods and homes, and into 
public office. 

To thoughtful men, concerned for the safety and welfare 
of their families and children's children, the prospect opened 
up by this politically inspired decree appeared utterly un- 
thinkable. 

The best of prophets of the future is the past. History 
proves that the supreme power in the government of men has 
always been public opinion. Public sentiment is the law! 

These 14 men, having no idea that such a small beginning 
would in a few months' time expand miraculously into a 
virile and potent organization, worked out the basic ideas 
underlying the Citizens' Councils method of operation. 

' The idea for the four committees was born: Membership 
and Finance, Legal Advisory, Political and Elections, Infor- 
mation and Education. Within the scope of these four fields 
of activity lies the real heart and muscle of the Citizens 
Councils. 

.. The idea, of- splid and . unified .backing of circuit clerks, 
sheriffs, and local and state officials in the proper discharge 
of their sworn duties was worked out. 

The concept of assembling non-political community lead- 
ership into a unified body to provide the best thinking on 
the local level, dealing with local problems, became deeply 
rooted. 

It was acknowledged that the impending threat was of 
such magnitude that our elected officials would be unable 
to deal with it without the unyielding and organized support 
of thousands of responsible white citizens to counter the 
steadily mounting pressure and unceasing attacks from left- 
wing groups, which were and are liberally financed, skilled 
in revolutionary techniques that are literally a closed book 
to most of our political leaders, and irrevocably dedicated to 
our destruction. 

The word spread. Neighboring towns and counties heard 
of the plan, and began to organize. When some 20 counties 
had organized themselves, a State Association was formed 
to coordinate the separate efforts and to act as an informa- 
tion center. 

Speakers were made available to carry the message to 
interested groups and to civic clubs all over Mississippi and 


n nearby sister states. A steady stream of printed information 

n on the nature of the racial integration crisis was disseminated 

Le from the headquarters established at Winona. 

Le The first major accomplishment and the first project 

>f undertaken by our Councils on a state level was the passage 

h of the Constitutional Amendment to raise voter qualifications 
>f in Mississippi. Although this same amendment failed to pass 

- - . - - in. L_Q s -it^.passe d-b v— a-treruendoi i c -pgo pi 

»- of , Mississippi, through the Citizens' Councils, were informed 
t, of the necessity and reason for the passage of this amend - 

g ment. It is impossible to estimate the value of this amendment 

L e to future peace and domestic tranquility in this state, 
ir Our next major effort was the school amendment. Oh 

s, December 21st of last year the people of Mississippi passed 

:0 the amendment that gave the Legislature the power to abolish 

public schools as a last resort in order to prevent racial inte- 
*e gration in these schools. In passing this amendment we told 
d the world in no uncertain terms that before we would submit 

l- to integration we would abolish our schools and set up state- 

supported private schools. Against organized opposition, the 
Citizens' Councils threw their strength behind the passage 
is of this bill. The Council officers felt that if integration came 
to Mississippi our schools would automatically be destroyed, 
and we felt that this amendment was merely a legal state- 
L § ment of principle and fact that expressed the sentiment of 
a the people of Mississippi. 

During the first year of existence, the Citizens' Councils 
have shown an impressive statistical growth. Today, in less 
[ P than a year’s time, there are 253 Citizens' Councils in Missis- 
T ' sippi, with a white male membership of over 60,000. We 
, have Councils organized in each Congressional District in the 
s State. In addition, we have a ladies’ auxiliary and many lady 

members of various Councils. 

—-The— Citizens’ Cou n cils^f^Mi gissi p pi, Lacked. by„ 60,000 

" e members, has received 'national "publicity, and -your^=State 
Office is now corresponding regularly with interested Ameri- 
d- cans in forty-six states, Iceland, Alaska, South Africa and 

in Mexico. This is evidence of the potential strength of this 

ly movement. 

Your State Office has published many fine writings, pam- 
of phlets, documents and other literature which give concrete, 

le convincing reasons for the absolute necessity of maintaining 

>rt segregation in the Nation. We have mailed this literature 

re into all forty-eight states and to every civic and patriotic 

t- organization in every county in Mississippi, as well as to 

id interested individuals and public officials in every county in 

i>k Mississippi and in every state in the Union. We are mobiliZ' 

to ing public opinion so that it may express itself from every 

direction against every attempt at integration. We are at- 
rd tempting to present the case for segregation to the entire 
es Nation, as well as to the South. 

ed Members and officials of the State Association have 

La- traveled in nine Southern states telling them what we have 

accomplished in Mississippi and helping them to organize, 
to We are exchanging ideas and methods to be used in the 

^d battle that lies ahead. Citizens’ Councils have been formed 
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in Louisiana, Texas, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
and South Carolina. Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina 
and Missouri have similar organizations. From everywhere 
comes encouragement and moral support for our righteous 
cause. 

While certain Council members may feel that they have 
contributed very little as individuals, the fact that they have 
organized and have developed a voting membership has given 
your State Office the numbers necessary to prove that we 
mean business, and their dues have helped finance our state' 
wide movement. 

Many of our local Councils have anticipated and pre' 
vented racial tensions from developing in their communities. 
We have proven to our negro citizens that the NAACP is 
a left-wing, power^mad organ of destruction that cares 
nothing for the negro. We have the support of the thinking 
conservative negro people who believe in segregation and 
who have pride in their race. We want to help them develop 
raciaj^ pride in a segregated society. ■ , /* 

Representatives of the State Association have made hun- 
dreds of talks and speeches before Councils and groups of all 
sizes, kinds and descriptions, from the small crossroads school' 
house meeting attended by 25 God-fearing and determined 
farmers to massive rallies numbering in the thousands. 

Press relations have been established with the news- 
papers, wire services, radio and TV stations in the state. 
Editorial support as well as adequate and fair news treat- 
ment has been noted. A surge in membership in many Coun- 
cils in recent, months has been attributed to favorable front 
page news treatment pursuant to the filing of demands by 
the NAACP upon the public schools in Vicksburg, Jack- 
son, Natchez and Clarksdale. 

Independent investigations have been conducted by Coun- 
cils in some instances in connection with the filing of these 
demands, and the inroads of the NAACP upon local negro 
sentiment have been severely checked. School officials have 
been bolstered considerably by Council efforts in this direc- 
tion, and by the creation of a strong moral tone of unified 
public resistance to the arrogant behavior of the NAACP. 

An outstanding accomplishment of the Citizens' Council 
movement that has become increasingly acknowledged is the 
channelling of popular resistance to integration into lawful, 
coherent and proper modes, and the prevention of violence 
or racial tension. 

The contrast between the n^nCtiud of organization and - 
no organization has been particularly noted in some other 
states which have been slow to take forethought of the future 
of race relations within their boundaries. 

We Must Strengthen and Build Our 
Organization for a Long, Hard Fight ... 

It is the duty and responsibility of every Citizens' Coun- 
cil member to encourage his friends and relatives in. other 
counties and states to organize so that they can do their part 
in this righteous cause. Organized aggression must be met 
with organized resistance. The NAACP, CIO and other left- 
wing groups are well organized and highly financed. There 
are 40 million white Southerners and only 250 thousand 
members of the NAACP in the entire Nation. Forty million 
white Southerners, or a fraction thereof if properly organized, 
can be a power in this Nation, but they must be thoroughly 
organized from the town and county level up. It must be an 
organization supported and controlled by the people and not 
by any politician or political party. The Citizens' Councils 
think and plan as a group and then they are able to act as 
individuals within their various churches, schools and any 


other organization to which they may belong. . This has 
already proven effective in the various church denominations 
in Mississippi. The issue is segregation and States' Rights. 
We can not argue and fight among ourselves over methods 
and personalities. 

The Black Monday decision of the Supreme Court should 
unite the South more solidly than any other* issue. Counties 
and towns that have not organized should take pride in or- 
ganizing so that others will not have to bear their burden 
for them. A man should be just as proud to serve in this 
cause as he would be in military service for this country. 

The fate of this Nation may rest in the hands of the 
Southern white people today. If we white Southerners sub- 
mit to this unconstitutional judge-made law of nine political 
appointees, the malignant powers of mongrelization, com- 
munism and atheism will surely destroy, this Nation from 
within. Racial intermarriage has already begun in the North 
and unless stopped will spread to the South. 

- ^—I ntegration- represents— darknes s-p- regi m entation^ — t ot a 1 1 ta r - 
ianism, communism and destruction. Segregation represents 
the freedom to choose one's associates, Americanism, state 
sovereignty and the survival of the white race. These two 
ideologies are now engaged in mortal conflict and only one 
can survive. They cannot be fused any- more than day can 
exist in night. The twilight of this great white nation would 
certainly follow. “Choose ye this day whom you will serve.” 

R. B. PATTERSON, Executive Secretary 


FINANCE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

From the very beginning your State Office has been and 
is now operating on a day-to-day basis. How so much has 
been accomplished is a mystery to me. It speaks well for the 
patriotism and patience of our Executive Secretary. 

Your directors request and urge that all' Councils, begin- 
ning with January 1, 1956, put their membership on a calen- 
dar year basis; collect all dues in November . and remit to the 
State Office at least $1.00 for’ each member of each Council. 
Some Councils, appreciating the great work being done at 
the state level — and most of the work is being done there — 
have passed resolutions to remit .$2.00 per member. It is 
- hop e d - that- other ~Gouno ls -will-^dirlik e wiSt:— — -- 

If we can get in these, dues, all of them, hot later than 
January 1, 1956, we will then know what we have to work 
with and can budget ourselves accordingly. 

. Frankly, we must get organized on a business-like basis. 
Our cause is too vital to have to be worried about whether 
we can pay salaries and expenses for next week or next* 
month, as has been the case heretofore. " 

It is the world's tragedy that anyone starting a movement 
like ours has to battle all the way for funds, whereas anyone 
starting a left-wing movement advocating mongrelization can 
get all the financial aid and publicity required. Our fight is 
moving upstream, and although its progress is slow, this 
progress is, nevertheless, definite. 

Each Council will be sent sufficient 1956 membership 
cards. These cards are in three parts, one for member, one 
for local Council, and one for the State Office, and they are 
numbered. This will be a much better record for all con- 
cerned and in addition, the State Office will have the actual 
name of every member in Mississippi. 


ELLETT LAWRENCE, Finance Chairman 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

Black Monday — Judge Tom P. Brady’s book... $1.00 

Pamphlets 

A Christian View on Segregation — An address by Rev. G. T. 
Gillespie, D. D., President Emeritus of Belhaven Cob 
lege, Jackson, Mississippi, before the Synod of Missis- 
sippi of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. — $6.00 
per hundred 

Conflicting Views on Segregation — Reprints of a Series of 
letters between Dr. D. M. Nelson, President of Missis- 
sippi College, Clinton, Mississippi, and an unnamed' 
alumnus — $6.00 per hundred 

A Review of Black Monday— An address by Judge Tom P. 
Brady of the Fourteenth Circuit Court District, made to 
the Indianola Citizens’ Council. — $5.00 per hundred 

The Citizens’ Council- — Its aims, objectives, and plan of or- 
ganization — $3.00 per hundred 


-if i rY r S . n i rr- . 1 

TO ALL WHITE MEN 
AND WOMEN IN JACKSON 

(From The Jackson Daily News, Jackson, Miss.) 

On Monday the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, the radical Negro organization domi- 
nated by Communist- front leaders, threw down the gage of 
battle at Vicksburg. The NAACP states it will file similar 
petitions demanding the ending of segregation in the public 
schools in Jackson, Clarksdale and Natchez by August 1st. 

Thurgood Marshall, mulatto chief counsel for the 
NAACP, threatens to sue not only county by county, but 
school by school, to drive the entering wedge in every com' 
munity of the land. The NAACP is dedicated to widening this 
wedge, which was handed them by a subversive Supreme 
Court, to include integration of the white and Negro races in 
every conceivable phase of daily life. 

Based on the accomplishments of the NAACP to date, 
there is every reason to expect that an all-out attempt will 
be made. In concert with their well positioned allies in the 
3IO-PAC, ADA, Federation Council of Churches, Commit- 
;ee for an Effective Congress, The Advance (Republican 
ADA),, the Ford, Rockefeller and Carnegie Foundations, 
ind a host of others, we may expect that less resolute sec- 
ions of the South will permit themselves the humiliation of 
le-segregation. 

Many “liberals” to the contrary notwithstanding, there 
5 nothing mysterious or “inevitable” about the campaign of 
he NAACP dating from 1909 to accomplish its socialistic 
ims by de-segregating us. We are simply seeing the results 
f skilled and ruthless exploitation by leftists of Negro bloc- 
oting in the key Northern states. 

There is only one way to meet the attack of the NAACP. 
)rganized aggression must be met by organized resistance. 

If the declaration of war issued by the NAACP at Vicks- 
urg means anything, it means that a mandate has been 
urled at the white people of Mississippi to organize IM- 
MEDIATELY. 

In Jackson we are fortunate indeed. A group of public- 
^irited men who did not propose to sit supinely by and say 
) the NAACP, “Come on and integrate us,” formed the 
Lckson Citizens' Council. In full knowledge of Jackson s 
asition in the state, they made considerable sacrifice of time, 
‘fort and resources to give this Council its fine beginning, 
id to set an example of firmness and determination. 

Men like Ellis W. Wright, C. H. (Dick) King, Marvin 
ollum and dozens of other civic leaders provided a level- 
jaded and impeccable leadership that any man or woman 


should be proud to be identified with, particularly in such a 
cause. 

The Daily News is not alone in urging, that immediate or- 
ganization be formed to wage the fight. we are facing. 

In a recent speech Senator James O. Eastland said: 

“It is essential that a nation-wide organization be 
set up. It will be a people’s organization, an organiza- 
tion not controlled .by fawning politicians who cater 
to organized racial pressure groups. A people's organi- 
zation to fight the Court, to fight the C.I.O., to fight 
the N.A.A.C.P., and to fight all the. conscienceless 
pressure groups who are attempting our destruction. 

We will mobilize and organize public, opinion. We will 
attempt to pledge candidates in advance as they at- 
tempt to pledge them. 

“We are about to embark upon a great crusade, 
a crusade to restore" Americanism, and return the con- 
. trol of our government to the people. In addition, our 
organization wilL.carry , on its banner, the slogan _of 

wTrr 

who attempt with much success to socialize, industry, 
and the great medical profession of this country. This 
will give us recruits and add to our support in the 
North and West. 

“Before God, I now make the people of Mississippi 
this solemn promise: I will carry it in the North- as well 
as in the South. We have no other alternative'; ’The 
choice is between victory and defeat. Defeat means * 
death, the death of Southern culture and our aspira- 
tions as an Anglo-Saxon people. With strong - leader- 
ship and the loyalty and fortitude of a great people, 
we will climb the heights. Generations of Southerners 
yet unborn will cherish our memory because they will 
realize that the fight we now wage, will have rpre-, 
served for them their untainted racial heritage, their 
culture, and the institutions of the Anglo-Saxon race. 

We of the South have seen the tides rise before. We 
know what it is to fight. We will carry the fight to 
victory.” 

Clearly and unequivocally, Senator Eastland issues a 
clarion call for mobilization. It is a call that should not be 
unheeded, It should sink into the hearts of all Anglo-Saxon 
people in this community and elsewhere in the South. 

The Jackson Citizens' Council has opened its member- 
ship drive on a systematic scale. It ought to have 10,000 
members, men and women,, i n Tackson.^Th ere^is ^every rea- 
son to expect that it vnll^Thless the peopleT of^acksonTave~ 
forgotten how to* recognize the evil face of personal tyranny, 
and what is more vital, unless they have forgotten how to 
fight it. 

We call on every white man and woman in Jackson, here 
and now, to declare himself and take his stand. If you believe 
that segregation provides the only stable arrangement for 
mutual respect and right conduct between the races, then 
you owe it to yourself, to your friends and neighbors, and 
to your children and grandchildren, and to those yet unborn, 
to get in touch immediately with the Jackson Citizens’ Coun- 
cil headquarters at the Walthall Hotel and JOIN NOW. 
The clock is about to strike. It is already 11:30. 

FREDERICK SULLENS 

LAND OF ONE RACE 

“In Brazil, you will find blue eyes and black skin, flat 
skulls with triangular faces, hair plaited in pigtails, white 
babies at the breasts of colored mothers, colored babies at the 
breasts of -white mothers and colors running from ebony to 
eggshell via copper, olive, caramel, and banana. 

tl A mixture of this sort has made any attempt at racial 
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segregation out of the question in Brazil — because no one 
could possibly tell where white begins and black ends. 

“Brazil has long since passed the rest of the world in its 
race relations. The so-called race problem simply does not 
exist in Brazil. 1 ’ — Washington Afro-American News. 

Is this to be the fate of our beloved Nation, decreed by 
nine political appointees to impress the Asiatics and using as 
their authority the writings of Socialist and Communist tinged 
authors? 

This amalgamation has already begun in the North, 
but it can be checked by an aroused public opinion to nullify 
this infamous BLACK MONDAY decree. 


$1.50 per 100 reprints of above. 


employment of additional help since Mr. Patterson is already * 
doing the work of some three or four men. H 

This newspaper would have still been in the “studying 
stage” had it not been that Mr. W. J. “Bill” Simmons, un- 
paid Administrator of the State Council and secretary of the 
Jackson Citizens’ Council, offered at a meeting of the board 
of directors on Tuesday, August 25, 1955, to edit this paper 
without salary. Your directors fell all over themselves to 
accept this proposition. 

Publication will begin in September (October at the 
latest). It is hoped that this paper can be put into the hands 
of every member of the Citizens’ Councils in Mississippi — 
and also every white citizen of Mississippi — and will grow 
into the official organ of all the Citizens’ Councils in the 
nation. 


OUR OWN NEWSPAPER 

For quite some time, your Directors have been studying 

/>-_ f o'-k ciK o— rr\ py pf>r* •for-f-Vi £>-(?■* 

have long realized that a paper would f be the very best 
medium possible for the dissemination of news for and about 
your Council. 

However, starting a newspaper is a big undertaking. It 
costs a lot of money. In addition, it would necessitate the 


Naturally, this paper cannot be published except on a 
subscription basis, and it would seem that the best way to 
handle this subscription would be- to have each Council 
^ — contact.- their ^members and-send-tLe^subseriptionsrim a^lump. 


The subscription price has been set at $2.00 per year, the 
lowest figure possible since no advertising will be accepted. 

If preferred, you can send your subscription direct to 
Mr. W. J. Simmons, Administrator, Room 203, Walthall * 
Hotel, Jackson, Mississippi. 



Dedicated to the maintenance of peace , good order and domestic tranquility in our Community and in our State and to the 
preservation of our State’s Rights . 




Dedicated to, the maintenance 


m domestic tranquility in our Community end in our State kd to the preservation of our States’ Rights, 
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To All Citizens' 


Minimi Citizens’ Councils 


Probe, By Assembly 
Of NAACP At State 


IK MISSISSIPPI 

"The Citizens’ Council” is your 
newspaper, and your State Direc- 
tors in authorizing its publication, 
did so with the feeling that the 
great majority of our members 
want such a paper and will sub- 
scribe to it. 

As an Introduction, every effort 
is being made to place a free copy 
of this issue in the hands of each 
member. 

The best way for Council mem- 
bers to handle their subscriptions 
is for the local Council to vote to 
subscribe for the entire member- 
ship. Many .Councils have already 
done this. When this is done, the 
secretary should forward to the 
Jackson office in the Walthall Ho- 
tel the membership list with prop- 
er addresses and remittance at 
$2.00 per member, 

Subsequent issues will be mall- 
,ed direct to each member, 

TO OTHER STATES 

To all 'Citizens! Council mem- 
bers in Texas, Louisiana, Arkan- 
sas, Alabama, and South Carolina; 
to members of: Tennessee Society 
For The maintenance of Segrega- 
tion; Tennessee Federation For 
Constitutional Government; Amer- 


EDITOR'S NOTE— The following is the 
first in a series of threel articles, which 
were carried on the mni pages, of the 
Charleston, S. C., News and Courier, and 
are the only articles 1 apiMing to date by 
a writer who has studied the Citizens’ 
Council movement sufficiently, to 'speak 
with authority. T 

By Thomas R. Waring 

Editor of -The Newrkni Courier ' 
JACKSON — Citizgas’ Councils,' 
60,000 strong and growing fast, 

I'f , 

are mobilizing Mississippi to 
guard both whites f,pd Negroes. 

Their aim 1 is to preserve sepa- 
ration of the races against assaults 
from the National Association for 

.if' 

the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple, in alliance with! the federal 

\ ' 

government. At th'j same time, 
they are dedicated to protect the 
rank and file of Negroes from the 
wrath of ruffian white people who 
may resort to violence. 

"Economic pressure, " a meth- 
od of combating N'egro pressure 
from the North, is wt organized 
by the Councils. Individuals who 
belong to councils my have per- 
suaded Negroes tojtjimove their 
names from school id egration pe- 
titions by various 1 leans short 
of violence. These)-: leans could 
include firing employ is, or refus- 
ing. to renew leaser for share- 
croppers who have : ollowed the 
NAACP line. f 
If such tactics have been used 
—and there seemsflittle, doubt 


pie of the state. The council pol- 
icy is to screen members carefully 
for character and dependability, 
as well as for their determination, 
to' keep the races separate, 

At the last count, 263 councils 
had been organized throughout 
the state, They start at the grass 
roots level as a sort of town meet- 
ing. .Neighbors get together and 
form a council. Its leaders make 
up a county organization. The 
counties then are grouped by con- 
gressional districts. Each district 
elects members of a state associa- 
tion. 

The association has set up an 
office here to help the movement 
spread, It publishes pamphlets 
and soon will start a monthly 
newspaper. There is no state 
chairman. Nominal leadership ro- 
tates among the directors. Rob- 
ert B, Patterson of Winona is ex- 
ecutive secretary and W. J. Sim- 
mons of Jackson is administrator. 

Expenses so far have been held 
to a minimum because most of 
the work has been voluntary. The 
local councils are autonomous. 
They expect only advice from the 
state association. The association 
urges, however, that annual dues 
of members be set at {5 of which 
12 is sent to support state head- 
quarters. 


Net cs Am Courier 

, ORANGEBURG'S S.-C. (Spe- 
cial)— An investigation of activi- 
ties of the National Assn, for the 
Advancement . of !Colored People 
among the faculty and students 
of State College by the South Car- 
olina General Assembly was asked 
here last night. : 

Meanwhile, the Rev. Matthew 
D. McCollum, president of Orange- 
burg NAACP chapter, was quoted 
by a Negro newspaper as -saying 
all NAACP and allied records of 
the chapter have Jbeen destroyed. 

i 

Rep. Jerry M. Hughes, in call- 1 
.ing for the investiation, said: 

"Such an inveiigation would 
determine who a| members and 
sympathizers of] the NAACP 
among the facull r and student 
body, the extent if such member 
participation in su b activities and 
whether or not ill members are 
misleading the Ne ro citizens and 
misrepresenting t| e aims and ob- 
jectives of the NA ICP to the Ne- 
gro people.” 

He added that me investigation, 
which he will sajk in the next 
term, would determine whether or 
not the activities of members nf 


ed about the article, said he would 
not- deny making the statements 
to representatives of the Negro 
newspaper, “I have no comment 
to make,” he stated. v 
Sheriff George L. Reed said 
Rev. McCollum has not reported 
any death threats to his office. 
"We haven't heard a thing from 
him,” Sheriff Reed said. 

Another article appearing in 
the same issue of Afro-American 
reported that Negroes were boy- 
cotting stores "suspected of sup- 
porting the Citizens’: Council's 
economic pressure campaign 
against persons who siped an in- 
tegration petition," 

The articlebylined John H. Mc- 
Cray/ said 23 Orangeburg mer- 
chants were named on a "Do Not 
Patronize" list of NAACP leaders, 
McCray reported that the store 
believed heaviest hit by the "boy- 
cott” ‘is an exclusive women’s ap- 
parel store "for many years pa- 
tronized by women who teach at 
S, C. State and Claflin Colleges 
and the public school in and 
around Orangeburg," 1 
McCray also wrote, “campaigns 
among school children have been 

nfPATlljfiti thaao ora ■ 



We want you to feel that "me 
Citizens’ Council" is your newspa- 
per just as much as it is tor Mis- 
sissippians. It could just as easily 
■haye originated in South Carolina 
or another state. There is no 
pride of origin or pride of publi- 
cation, ' 

‘‘The Citizens' Council" is sim- 
ply designed to serve a useful 
■ .purpose, to provide a means of ex- 
changing authoritative informa- 
tion among the responsible move- 
ments throughout the South, and 
to present, at least in a small way, 
something of the Southern view- 
point to our friends, and to some 
not so friendly, in the North and 
West, ■ ' ' , . 

There are already established 
official correspondents for our 
paper with some of your organiza- 
tions, and we trust that by the 
time our next issue goes to press 
the roster will be complete! 

\ Every effort is being made to 
place a. free copy of this issue in 
the hands: of cash member of 

i 

■ ' your groups, 

The subscription method be- 
ing followed by many of the Mis- 
sissippi Councils is also suggested 
for your states. ' 

TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC ■ 

"The Citizens’ Council" is be- 
ing offered, of course, to the pub- 
lic at large. It is by no means 
limited to circulation among mem- 
bers. All members are being en- 
couraged to spread' the circulation 
as much as possible outside the 
Councils in the hope that a bet- 
ter understanding of the aims 
and purposes of the Council move- 
ment will result, and that a great 
deal of misinformation, intention- 
al or unintentional, will be cor- 
rected. 

A much larger hope is that a 
, wider understanding of the deadly 
attack upon , our society will re- 
suit, and that the Council move- 
ment will gain added momentum 
among patriotic Americans, 


uaitt oatuwu- , , 

councils have serveiilo channel 
public feeling away ff m violence 
and toward an order r, handling 
of race relations in t] itate where 
whites and Negroes a s evenly di- 
vided. | 

Especially do they., deny NAACP 
charges that the cipcils have 
created an atmospherd that incites 
murder and lynching.’: n fact, they 
cite instances in whic ! they have 
prevented bloodshed.^ 

This article is the fist of three 
articles prepared Ufl an on-the- 
spot inspection of Cllzens’ Coun- 
cils in Mississippi b| the editor 
of The News and Cornier. It tells 
how the councils are set up and 
how they operate, ^ 

A quick check of wizens here, 
withouUattempt at fmpleteness, 
indicates a general!^ favorable 
public opinion. Evei though the 
"man in the street" nay be hazy 
about the council rnemods, he ap- 
proves of resisting attempts to 
mingle white and ||$ro people 
in public schools m elsewhere. 

Opposition to the caanc!!; ap- 
pears to be centeredramong some 
members of the clerg, who have 
accepted the idea of pace equality 
a Christian pMiple, 
others whose interestln the pub- 
lic schools is so intetjse they re- 
gard public educatidp as more 
important than racial 
Some opponents still 
on legal action it the courts for 
amicable settlement of the prob- 
lem. i 


(are relying 


ever; agreed on on^thing: The 
leadership of the Jackson Citi- 


is' Council, with|pjl,llH) mem- 
bers, represents threat citizens 
in this capital city 'of 116,000 
population. Not evWthe clergy- 
man, who calied v tlie laovement a 
“tragedy," had. a word to say 
against .the caliber cfjthe officers 
and directors of the Jackson unit. 

, J f 

Spokesmen foij t le council say 
that for . the most part, councils 
throughout Mississ $ are equal- 
ly representative o the best peo- 


studying its oper&uuuo UUU t v.. — 
ferring with its leaders, this ob- 
server from South Carolina be- 
lieves the councils are both sound 
and decent, and loaded with pow- 
er for good. More details will be 
told in articles to follow this one. 


CARTER’S 

“MIDDLEGROUND” 

By John Temple Graves 
“Alone, Alone— ell, all alone, 
Alone on a wide, wide sea. . .” 
My nationally distinguished 
friend Hodding Carter hinted to 
Duke University’s commencement 
audience how “lonely and beset" 
his "middle ground" makes him 
and what penalties his “combat- 
ive journalism" imposes on him, 
Hodding should be of good 
cheer-and count his blessing! 

The fine art of not following 
things through on the desegrega- 
tion situation, which he calls the 
"middle ground," has worked well 
for him, North and South. As for 
his “combative journalism" the 
penalties are small in comparison 
with the rewards reaped. 

He has no inkling of what the 
real Taboo can be. 

If his Mississippi legislature got 
mad at him and enabled him to 
tell it to "go to hell" before his 
national audience, the, legislators 
had good cause. 

Instead of using his national 
audience to tell the nation’ how 
tragic a situation has been forced 
on the South by the desegregation 
decision— and he admits it is 
tragic— he confines himself to 
criticizing measures being taken 
to relieve the situaton, at the same 
time giving a lip service to segre- 
gated schools. A “middle ground" 
like his is enough to make any 
troubled legislature mad. 

A man so able to eat bis cake 
and have it too isn’t very “beset”, 
it seems to .me. ■' 

A man who manages to get ap- 
plause in most of the North and 
half of the South is a glutton for 
company if he still feels "lonely.” 


members and after several efforts 
were made my unn ,med residents 
(in Orangeburg) ; h obtain the 
list." * 

The article also! a ted that Rev. 
McCollum claimed jJoiad received 
numerous threats '& 8 t his life 
"had fortilif his home 
against invasion honkers of the 
white Citizens’ Cou|ji i 0C al chap- 
ter, furiously wagilg a death war 
with the NAACP ihj Orangeburg." 

I 


Rev, McCoiltim,^h en question- 



local firms exerimg t . ... 
sures, unless it has no alterna- 
tives." 

W, T. C, Bates, president of the 
Orangeburg Citizens’ Council, said 
last night that any boycott plan- 
ned by the NAACP is “a sure way 
for us to get the names of NAACP 
members and supporters of this 
un-American group. Boycott or no 
boycott, Orangeburg schools will 
continue to operate on a segre- 
gated hut equal basis.” 


Olin D. Johnston 


Backs Citizens' Councils 


MEMBERSHIP; NO x PROHIBITED BY HATCH ACT 

ORANGEBURG S.i^ — Henry D. ( taws of the country, He also ex- 


Richardson, OrangeL r g of. 


let- 
Sen. Olin D, 
senator was 
tons’ Coun- 
fighting the 


it his mem- 
Council was 


to clerk, has made 
ter from the office ol 
Johnston saying the 1 
heartily in favor of C: 
ciis as a method of 
integration of scHbo 
Mr. Richardson U wr i t ten 
Sen. Johnston to ask| 
bership in a Citizen' 
a violation ol the Hatch Act or 
rules of the Civjl Ser|[ C o Commis- 
sion. t 

Mr Richardson recy T6 d hj 8 a n , 
swer from H. W, Bi aw | e y, exe . 

cutive director at SeJ Johnston’s 
office. It said ini pul 
“I have been'"MvLd by the 
Civil Service CommL 0 n that 
your joining this orgfflization will 
not violate the Hatcluct 0 r any 
other act in regard t| civil Serv- 
ice Employees' outgks affilia- 
tions. h ! 

"In talking witli Seiator John- 
ston before he left tie city, he 
stated emphatically th;t, had the 
Commission ruled jhai it would 
be a violation of t|e Hitch Act or 
Civil Service regulation! he would 
have immediately |taka steps to 


remove such legislf tiod 


from the 


pressed his absolute agreement 
with the principles of the various 
Citizens' Councils that are being 
organized throughout South' Caro-, 
lina.” ' ■ / ■ 


ECONOMIC PRESSURE 
An organization calling itself 
“Help Negro Entertainers Get 
Employment" has started a post 
card campaign demanding that TV 
networks hire more negro enter- 
tainers (as if there were not al- 
ready’ too -many) ‘on sponsored 
shows* All negroes are asked to 
boycott television-advertised pro- 
ducts unless the spongers use 
negro performers, The first flood 
of postcards was aimed at 'the 
Jackie Gleason show, which the 
outfit charged, never uses negroes. 
The cards asked that’ readers re- 
fuse to buy Nestle Company pro- 
ducts as Gleason is sponsored by 
Nestles. ' 


The NAACP has advanced one 
of its former officials into an ex- 
ecutive job on the President’s 
staff at the White. House. The 
Negro's -name is Everett Frederic 
Morrow and his selection ■ was 
made by Sherman Adams. , 
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Mississippi Councils 
Complete Organization 

iii 


During September, in a series 
of meetings by Congressional Dis- 
tricts held at Indlanola, Starkville, 
’Winona, Canton and Port Gibson, 
pursuant to a recommendation of 
the State Executive Committee, 
the organization of Councils by 
counties and districts was wm- 


Lowndes Walter Swoope, Colum- 
bus— real estate and insurance 
Noxubee W. ^ Mullins, Prairie 
Point— plan© 

Oktibbeha Hit, ace Harned, Jr,, 
Starkville— planter, state sen- 
ator [ 

Winston Dinl Chapman, Louis- 
ville — attorney 
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Execute Committee 
M. L. Branch, 1 Winona— planter 
M. P. MooreJI Senatobia— cattle- 
man 


Best Defense Is Good Offense, 





nvui 


News and Courier Roving 
Reporter 

LAKE CITY, S.C. "The best de- 
fense is often a good offense," 
Hugh G. Grant of Augusta, Ga. 
said at a meeting of the Lake 
City Citizens’ Council. 

“A vigorous counter-attack 
should be started immediately in 
South Carolina and in every other 
state in which the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People is attempting to 
force, racial integration," he said. 

Addressing about 400 people, 
Mr. Grant, former U. S. minister 
to Albania and Thailand, said “the 
sovereign rights of our people are 
in great danger. The integrity of 
both white and Negro races is 
jeopardized since the ultimate 
goal of the NAACP is complete in- 
tegration.” 

Mr. Grant said the white citi- 
zens of this state should organize 
in every community and county. 
Every white citizen should he ask- 
ed to "stand up and be counted 
on this issue," he said. “There is 
no middle ground. Ton are either 
for or against segregation," 

Mr. Grant said delaying tactics 
are not sufficient. "This battle to 
preserve the segregation pattern 
must be fought on a national level 
as well as within the state, ' 

“This can he accomplished only 
through widespread grassroots or- 
ganization," Mr. Grant said. “The 
voices of millions of white citi- 
zens must reach the floors of 


The Georgia Citizens' Council 
leader urged the group here to 
insist by contact with their sena- 
tors and representatives to sup- 
port the resolution introduced by 
Sen. Eastland of Mississippi call- 
ing for an investigation of mcm- 


I dislike pebple who are of the 
school of wiitag and hoping. We 
must openly #d vigorously 
launch our offinsive against those 
who would dftroy our way of 



‘World Opinion’ 

News fl»d Courier . 

Citizens of the Southern region 
of the United; States, mocked and 
abused for- -political reasons by 
their own countrymen, can sym- 
pathize withj|he race problems of 
ji white men. The 
blacks in that coun- 
kreater than in the 
lea of this republic. 
|erms of population, 
are greater than 


African Observer, 
JCape Town, has this 
the picture of South 
[given to the outside 


South Africa 

j 

proportion Of 
try is muchl 
Southern sta 
in; 

its problems 
onrs. 

The Soutl 
published at 
to say about 
Africa being 
world. 

"In onr ,e|* of the conditioned 
hose who own and 
control the |.ess throughout the 
world are ale to guide and mis- 
guide at will! (This is particularly 
evident in treatment of for- 

eign news. | Every jonrnalistic 
trick is ustl to arouse feeling 
against any Aunty marked out as 
the enemy. % 

“United «tions, Unesco, the 
empires of Street and Mos- 
cow and their dupes, viz, inter- 
nationalists,; iberals, liberal- 
democrats aid leftists generally, 
have marked out South Africa as 
an enemy be ause it is a bastion 
of white teijjervatism; because it 


Reunion of Redhead 
With Tan Hubby, via 
Kisses is Onion Station 
Is Shocking 

From The Pittsburgh Courier 


Already shy of 5(1,000 male 
marital prospects, the Capital’s 
supply of eligible men for tan 
girls was further decimated, be- 
ginning in the late “forties” with 
a sudden resumption of plural in- 
ter-racial marriages. 

On the very night , that one of 
the biggest administrative bigots 
of the city was shouting defiance 
at the "rising tide of jungle- 
breeds” in D. C„ his very 'own 
daughter, then 24, was registered 
on an all-night uptown hotel in- 
terlude with a, famous jazz musi- 
cian of a famous orchestra. 

While the president of a Dixie- 
focused civic association was 
screaming at the U. S. Supreme 
Court, while it weighed the re- 
strictive covenant codes, or ex- 
claimed, in loud tones: ". .they 
shall not squat here," four Negro 
women and fifteen Negro men had 
filed for interracial marriage li- 
censes in the municipal court 
house (civil side) on E Street, 
N. W. 

On a sunny October afternoon, 
in 1953, at the huge Washington 
terminal, a dazzling, dashing Nor- ' 
die redhead . . . about five feet, 
nine inches tall . , . weighing'’ 
about 130 pounds, wearing a 
black, silken dress that held on 
tightly, going ’round the curves, , 
matched with shoes and gloves 
. . . attracted the attention of, the , 
usual thousands found therein. 

Eyes, trained on her, blinked 
with mounting interest, ’ 

Impetuously, she suddenly lun- 
ged into the arms of a chocolate 




state Executive uommiuwt iu w- 
elude the many new counties 
which, hare organised during re- 
cent months and to take prelimi- 
nary steps toward setting up dis- 
trict lines of responsibility. It is 
felt that this will materially 
strengthen and make s more effi- 
cient various administrative pro- 
cedures. 

There was remarkable enthus^ 
lasm and determination shown at 
every district meeting, as indi- 
cated by the fact that every single 
organised county in Mississippi 
was represented by local chair- 
men or alternates. 

The meetings were conducted 
by Robert B. Patterson, Executive 
Secretary, and all followed a sim- 
ilar agenda as listed below: 

1. Explanation of District Or- 
ganization in each Congressional 
District. 

2. Desipation of County Chair- 
man or Director from each county. 

3. Election of State Executive 
Committeemen. (2 or 3 depending 
upon number of counties organ- 
ised In each District.) 

4. Election of District Chair- 
man. 

5. Reregistration of all county 
voters. 

6. The absentee ballot. 

7. Discussion of the District Le- 
gal Advisory Committee and Dis- 
trict Information and Education 
Committee. 

8. Membership. 

9. The Citizens' Council News- 
paper, 

FIRST CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Executive Committee 
John B, Cunningham, Brooksyille 
— planter and merchant 
Will E: Ward, Starkville— attor- 
ney 

District Chairman 
Eugene J, Hardy, Columbus — 
planter 

County Chairmen 
Attala H. E, Jenkins, Tallis— 
school superintendent 


Tate John m. uauicut, wmwaier 
—planter, iayor 
Tallahatchie larvey Pennington, 
planter, sta i senator 
Carroll Berntjd Sanders, Vaiden 


—planter, hardware store 
Yalobusha s| A. Swearengen, 
Oakland— planter 
Montgomery JJ, L, Branch, Wi- 
nona— plantlr 

Grenada C. ft Carpenter, Gre- 
nada-plantar 
THIRD CONGRESSIONAL 
OTUCT , 
Execnj f Committee 
Wilburn Ho<f |j, Lexington-mer- 
chant, plaufr, insurance, state 


to manage their own affairs with- 
out federal interference, then I 
favor the formation of an inde- 
pendent party before the 1958 
election,” Mr. Grant declared. 

The Aupsta man said that min- 
isters, regardless of their church 
affiliation, should support the 
South's moves to retain segrega- 
tion. "Any preacher, Baptist, 
Methodist or what have you, who 


Fred Jones,) Inverness— planter, 
board of supervisors, ex-senator 
Pete F. Williams, Sr., Clarksdale 
—wholesale grocer 
DistrietjChairman ' 

Edd Britt, Jndianola— planter, 

cotton gtnier 

Couny Chairman 
Leflore W.l. Curry, IttaBena— 
lumber company 

Tunica Johi. Dulaney, Jr.,-Tuni- 


Coahoma Eddie Peacock, Clarks- 

dale— ban 

ter, 

1 

Bolivar ( 

uy, Simpson, Shaw— 

lumber co 

npany 

Washington 

Martin Heard, Le- 

land— real 

[ estate, insurance 

Sunflower ' 

G, K, Holland, Sun- 


flower-planter 

Holmes William Moses, Lexing- 
ton— auto 1 dealer 

Humphreys Gladstone Mortimer, 
Belzonl— auto dealer 
Quitman Just organized 
FOUMHAND SIXTH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
ExedfiW Committee 


Fred A, Anderson, Jr., Gloster — 
attorney, lumberman 
Judge Ton. P.[ Brady, Brookha- 
ven— ciniuit judge 
Ellis W. jVright, Jackson-fun- 
eral diifctorj 
Strict Chairman 
Edgar' kmCk, Port Gibson— 
REA npagfr 


by his congregation to move on 
to other parts,” Mr. Grant said. 

He told the Lake City audiences 
that the Ku Kira Klan is not the 
answer to the segregation fight. 
“I detest violence of any kind but 

County Chairmen 
Hinds Ray Cannada, Edwards — 
planter 

Yazoo Nick Roberts, Yazoo City 
—merchant 

Claiborne Lewis N. Ellis, Port 
Gibson— store manager 
Jefferson W. M. Drake, Church 
Hill— cotton merchant 
Adams' George Gulledge, Nat- 
chez— dept. supt., Armstrong 
Tire & Rubber Co. 

Franklin Robert B. Haltom, Rox- 
ie — lumberman 

Amite Charlie Barron, Smith- 
dale— merchant 

Lincoln Hugh Mitchell, Brook- 
haven— manager Creosote plant 
Walthall Edd Duncan, Tyler- 
town— county superintendent of 
education 

Jeff Davis- Dewey Meyers, Pren- 
tiss— cold storage, oil, packing 
house 

FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Executive Committee 
J. 0. Hollis, Carthage— attorney 
Marlon Simpson, Canton— sheriff 
District Chairman 
Jack Armstrong, Jr., Forkville 
County Chairmen 
Madison G. B. Herring, Canton 
-attorney 

(Continued on Page 3) 


uuus ami groups is caueu wuriu 

opinion’, A (captive and controlled 
press— wlthyts fellow vehicles of 
propaganda! the radio and the ci- 
nema— has succeeded in endow- 
ing this mesbingless term with a 
mystic qualijy and made a fetish 
. . , "Worlillppinion today is not 
the opinion of the peoples of the 
world. It is a highly unreal myth 
manufacture^ and purveyed by 
the press, the radio, television and 
the news agencies. It is Moscow’s 
and Wall Sleet's Instrument for 


liberalizing conservatism, redden- 
ing liberal™ and communlzing 
labour, 

- .(/ 

"World oiinion welcomes the 
destruction of white nations, sup- 
ports the rational struggles of 
black and jrown men. It hails 
the end of segregation of black 
and white -- a segregation that 
men by thiiir very nature seek 
and prefer. , t sees nothing wrong 
with Britibi'iwomen being sired 
by blacks. Englishmen becoming 
colored. 

"If Southlfrica were to submit 
to world oi inion, even as enun- 
ciated by Ailai Stevenson, whose 
intellectualjKiuipment and moral 
character arfe 'so much revered by 
The Cape Times, it is easy to 
guess wher^iit would lead us, Mr, 
Stevenson is, lie representative of 
the USA’s Democrats— a political 
hotchpotch of assorted bedfellows,' 
most of wliom hate most of the 

others. Just, examine something 

■a & 

of that party's record— a party 
very largel| .dominated and di- 
rected by persons of Eastern Eu- 
ropean origijas: 


"It recogmzed (1933), courted, 
made dealsMh Russia and Sta- 
lin, saving i/thile crumbling Com- 
munist ecoiomy at that time. 

“It is thMarty primarily re- 
sponsible ton establishing the 
communist gri; i 1 on the world to- 
day. ' 

"It is the tarty that handed 
treasury printing, blocks to Rus- 
sia and planned to establish an 


hesitating crowd that bordered on 
confusion, as the duo, arm in arm 
and apparently very happy in re- 
union, boarded a taxicab on the 
Massachusetts Avenue elevation of 
the terminal and sped away. 

atom bomb factory in Russia after 
the war. / » 

"It is the party that employed, 
encouraged and protected Com- 
munist personnel in high places in 
the U. S. Government, Treasury, 
Uno, Vnesco and every interna- 
tional agency. 

"It .was responsible for Yalta 
and Teheran. 

“It left Russia astride Europe, 
and Asia after the war and gave 
her Manchuria. It disarmed Chi- 
ang Kai-Shek and virtually hand- 
ed over China to the Communists. 

"It plotted the destruction of 
the British Commonwealth, and, 
under the cloak of 'anti-colonial-, 
Ism,’ built up a dollar empire. . 

"It was responsible for Hiro- 
shima . . . Nagasaki . . . Dresden. 

"It was responsible for the Ko- 
rean debacle. 

"It packed the courts to put 
through its New Deal policy. 

"It flooded the Northern cities 
with Negroes tor their votes, and 
is primarily responsible for en- 
forced integration of white and 
black in the USA today.” 

"World opinion” as described 
by The South African Observer is 
opposed to the Southern states of 
North America— at least, as that 
opinion is reflected by the metro- 
politan press. Today the white 
people of South Africa and the 
white people of the Southern 
states are the targets of many 
critics. Those critics do not live 
with the same race problems that 
exist in the two regions. The pres- 
sures against the Southerners of 
Africa and North America Beem 
to take on some of the same vi- 
cious character that the critics 
themselves deplore. 
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jiderson, Carthage 
1 dealer 
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^ r d e 1 1 Richardson, 
yhia— circuit clerk 
/T, R, Irby, Goshen 
,igs — planter 

JS OF OFFICERS FROM 
EACH CONGRESSIONAL 
/ ' DISTRICT 

/ 1. The Executive Committee (3 
men) : This Committee is a part 
of the State Executive Commit- 
tee that directs the State Associa- 
tion and sets its policies. In 
addition these committeemen 
maintain a constant liason with 
the district chairman and with all 
county chairman in their district. 
They attend the regular monthly 
meeting of the State Executive 
Committee and assist the County 
Chairman in the solution of any 
problems that apply to his district. 

2. The District Chairman: This 
officer maintains constant laison 
with all County Chairmen within 
his District. He maintains a list 
of all local Chairmen and officers 
within his District. He assists 
County Chairmen in solving Coun- 
ty problems when called upon. 
He calls meetings of all County 
Chairmen within his District when 
necessary. He' seeks cooperation 
from the County Chairmen in 
providing speakers for Council 
meetings in his District and in 
completing its organization. ‘ 

. 3. The County Chairman: This 
officer maintains contact'with all 
local chairmen within his county 
and with ‘the District Chairman. 
’He should be able to contact any 
neighboring County Chairman 
when necessary. He should he 
able to contact the District Exe- 
cutive Committee at any time for 
advice or to' make mnmmMwto. 


THE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL 


Jackson Com 

ei 


LEAC Progr; 


The board of dMors of the 
Jackson Citizens’ Ctpcil strongly 
commended Govern Hugh L. 
White and the LeM Education 
Advisory Committed- for positive 
action taken in applying six leg- 


The Council's sentiments were 
expressed in a letter tto the Gov- 
ernor as follows: ! 

Honorable Hugh L. [White, Chair- 
man 

Legal Education Advisory Com 

mittee . 

Jackson, Mississippi 1 
Dear Governor White: 

r ii i 

The Board of Directors of the 
Jackson Citizens' Council wish to 
express to you and t( ihe members 
of the Legal Education Advisory 
Committee their wiim commen- 
dation for the actiol' taken this 
week by the committee in approv- 
ing the six legislative proposals 
listed hereunder. i| 

1) Prohibition oRcommon-law 
marriages by statut<| 

(2) Repeal of compulsory 
school attendance law. 

(3) Provide penalties for cham- 

perty, unauthorized practice of 
law and "agitation caurt suits” to 
end segregation. | 

(4) Provide penalises for per- 
sons interfering wit# state law 
under color of federfl authority, 

(5) Provide penalles for abu- 
sive and obscene teliphone calls 
and define and provide penalties 
for criminal libel, 

(6) Creation of a i late author- 

ity for maintenance! of segrega- 
tion, T 

We particular| j Approve and 

cmnnAi*f AAia 'a a*- 




Mississippi Notebdpk 


BY TOM ETHRIDGE 
(Feature Columnist Clarion- 


NAACP Witch Doctors 

The NAACP and their associ- 
ates, seeking to exploit the unfor- 
tunate Till affair, have dug deep- 
ly into their bag of tricks. In a 
sense, they have reverted to an- 
cient tribal Instincts. They have 
unsuccessfully tried to replace 
American concepts of justice with 
those of the African Congo in 
centuries past. 

Since the horrifying details of 
the Till crime first came to light, 
the NAACP has harped on a cur- 
iously un-American theory. They 
have argued that the guilt and 
responsibility rests not merely 
with Emmett Till’s killers but 
with the entire state of Mississippi 
as well. Their hysterical outbursts 
blame our entire clergy, press and 


In African Jungles Long Ago, 
cunning witch doctors preached 
a similar doctrine. The Congo 
witch doctor was happiest when 
inciting his emotional followers 
to anger. Trouble waB his busi- 
ness and he tltrived on it, He loved 
the limelight and lost no oppor- 
tunity to strut, talk big and throw 
his weight around. 

When a fellow tribesman was 
slain by rivals, the witch doctor 
immediately sprang into action. 
He ordered the victim’s mangled 
body displayed for all to see. As 
infuriated tribesmen filed by, the 
dead one’s family sobbed and 
moaned. Meanwhile the witch 
doctor screamed, raved and rant- 
ed., In the language of Churchill 
—this was his finest hour. ' 


could please the iAACP more. 
They have torn thi|r shirts trying 
to bring about sun intervention. 

Federal Troops :nd Martial Law 
would have another black eye for 

> it 

Mississippi and aijig feather in 
the NAACP cap. Sftch a situation 
might have given pat organiza- 
tion the "foot in the door" it has 
so desperately wap ted. Federal 
intervention mightjhave made it 
easier to overthrow established 
customs in a statd that is a for- 
midable stumblina block to the 
unrelenting NAAC1 drive for in- 


While our leaders were urging 
sanity and justice in the brutal 
Till affair, NAACP leaders seem- 
ed to be doing ju|t the opposite. 


added fuel to flames which could 
have gotten out of hand had our 
people of both races been less sen- 


Two Wrongs lever Make -A 
Right. The overwhelming major- 
ity of all f races sand creeds in 
America recognizelthis fact. That 
is why law-biding people have re- 
fused to be stampeded into rash 

'Vi 

actions by headli re-hungry hate 
mongers and latte -day witch doc- 
tors. j 

That is why th i State of Mis- 
sissippi has moveiswiftly to in- 
sure justice. Tha is why the D. 
S. Government hi refused to in- 
terfere, as agitato r hotly demand. 
That is why not one single act 
of violence betwien white and 
colored citizens hi s resulted from 
the tragic Till ca e. 

And list but |t least, that is 
why the Imerical concept of jus- 
tice and fair playroill never hold 

i Minimi’ nOTOftTlfl LxcmnnoIHlA Fa* 


Texans W Fight 
ToFreserveSegregadoi 

The Southern Conservative 

There’s a rainbow of hope In 
the dark "integration” sky in Tex- 
as, 

The courageous spirit of Texas 
manhood which had been some- 
what dulled by more than twenty 
years of imported propaganda, ; 
brought into this country by way 
of Washington, is re-asserting it- 
self and definite steps are being 
taken to counter the worst blow 
directed against the South since 
the Civil War. 

Following the Supreme Court’s 
ruling which applied only to cer- 
tain Negro children In Virginia, 
South Carolina, Delaware, Kan- 
sas and the District of Columbia, 
the NAACP, composed partly of 
Negroes but mostly of rich white 
trash, saw a chance to put a fast 
one over; They gave the -South 
the rush act, with their attorneys 
and representatives spilling out 
into each' State and insisting that 
de-segregation was now the law 
of the land. They were about to 
get by with it when the people of 
Texas, as well as Its officials 
waked up and went into action. 

As a result of this awakening, 
Citizens Councils have sprung up 
in many sections of the State com- 
posed largely of parents whose 
children would be affected by in- 
tegration and who have joined 
these organizations in order to do 
everything within legal limits to 
prevent this tragedy from being 
visited on the schools, now and in 
the future. 

A majority of school boards 
throughout the State have taken 
the position that segregation will 
continue in the 1935 school term, 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ment, 
3ach County Chairman with people 


pOWGia hj 6118111108 :0I **—'*--“ perii&pS * e-- , 

can Republic actlilfg within de- the card8 necessary, but failed, M r. Carter was irkey-hunting 
partments of the fflderal govern- , p089ib i y because they do not real- with, four friends ji his private 
ment, will not be wst upon our j y unde rstand their people. Like boat with a private pok when the 
i .‘Iv * Wat maior- or\ ipI /words of Is Mississippi 


nfnwtAoo whfV barging into 
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down in m bebayior back , 

Thousands of Respectable Ne- sweaty legislative rajority mere- ^ ^ # baDg that re verbe 

*»• *»• «* ««• ■« 


of your County Legal Ad- ( wi 

y Committee. dbitpoop ovuirifinl and refrained from rash actions ter a ^ ni J e ™? ™ nu J*' ! °'' l a m ight hold unless the citizens 

.0 purpose of this Committee RE ™ PET1TI W which would only have compli- doesu t think thingsthrough a actjon and a8gerted tbeir 

devise legal means for pre- la Santee, S. C„ cated sn ftlre ady deplorable situa- is sincerely unawar o hm con- They & - 

g integration. Many legal 21 negroes who sig|l an NAACP ^ [f ^ ilkoMidered Chicago vement and highly rofitable in- ^ noff 

ms that will arise in the fu- anti-segregation pet|ee ion ffhieh d . monstra tion was intended to consistencies. But ^suspect that 
an be anticipated and sol- was presented to school trus- fflore yioleacei * failed a time has con# he must while the Mtter ' 

, this committee This Com- tees, later put thei n ^ pttrp ose. . *>p »*« tiink ' ; ! 11 18 


Will be expecieu 10 lurnibu » P | ti . Analyzing possible mouy«, » — i,*r- : ... . Yh . n9t mn i eKa l 

advice to counties within GATION circulated wT « n nfplvable that ' the funeral bis ego. j ll South, ^ 

District, and to the State zens’ Council. The |h| 4 said is ■ delil)erate i y contrived The founders If ie American resource available in rests mg _ 

Uon. V 1 1 1 • n M !•- “ >"• #* “ ”, ra „, ill situation iiwuioit so.|lt tj turUli do- W ■ 

on and adiKe perUnant'lo NAACP petition tafo 1 * >"* >“ _ , M Ie j m l mt». iia.iltei ot hnUt natuto H P"» ®> ,rt " k 1 

m ymm « U aab- ^ -4< T !2fT Zm » •< 4ts« #- * ^ * * 

t, L tm' pm* «M> f* " » ** « «■"» ! I >** '" n 

time for their information, the NAACP. Ii |e" 1 1 
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Segregation 

Dr. D. M. Nelson, President 
Mississippi College. 

Clinton, Mississippi 
Dear Sir: 

You have met me only once, last 
May, at chapel services at Missis- 
sippi College. I accompanied my 
pastor, and one or two others from 
our church, I was introduced to 
you in your office prior to the 
chapel service. It was I who ac- 
companied at the organ. 

Today: I received a package of 
materials from the Citizens Coun- 
cil of Mississippi, I was greatly 
surprised to find .that the Presi- 
dent of Mississippi College had 
written an article that was either 
with or without his permission in- 
cluded in this package. 

I now speak only my own con- 
victions, hut convictions that I be- 
lieve are held by a rapidly grow- 
ing multitude of Southern Bap- 
tists. I was born in Arkansas and 
reared in the south. While a stu- 
dent at college I was associated 
with many students who l am sure 
would disagree with your views on 
the race question. Then later, 
while I was a student at the 
Seminary, our professor, taught a 
course in race relations; I am con- 
vinced that he would not agree 
with your views on the race ques- 
tion. 

I am enclosing in this letter 
some pamphlets published by the 
Christian Life Commission of our 
Southern Baptist Convention. I 
am inclined to believe, and sin- 
cerely hope that these come near- 
er representing the convictions of 
our denomination than does your 
pamphlet included in the Citizens 
Council material. 

Without nnestiom.vou are far 


ews (In 


| August 31, 1955 
Mr. Robert jr 
Minister of Mujslc and Education 
Dear Brother ft- : 

I have reaflyour 'letter with 
interest and .conflicting emotions. 
You cap imagme my deep regret 
that my viewspn the mining of 
the races can nft, be in accord with 
yours nor of your schoolmates nor 
of some of yoiy teachers. 

No, Robert, [do not claim to 
speak for Mis^ssippi Baptists or 
Southern Baptists. As its long- 
time president! i do claim' the 
right to speak for Mississippi Col- 
lege, and when the occasion pre- 
sents itself and the interest of the 
coiiege demands, it, I do respond 
promptly and ajj correctly as the 
light given me' and study and long 
experience direct me. 

Bible Does Not Justify Integration 

It is my codsidered judgment, 
free from personal bias and pre- 
judice, that thd mixing and mingl- 
ing of the equally numbered white 
and colored races in the public 
schools of Misissippi poses the 
most serious situation which this 
state has eveitfaced. And what 
aggravates it a® adds to the dif- 
ficulty of solutf u, so many of our 
religious leader ; like you, are try- 
ing to justify 1 |egration on reli- 
gious grounds/ 1 '! id to make it ap- 
pear that segret ,tion is Bible con- 
demned and ui 'hristian, Such a 
position is untj (able and cannot 
be sustained ef ler by the Word 
or the works o - God, and must, 
therefore, fall c I its own weight. 

Evoht on Fad' 

At the turn $ the present cen- 
tury, a$ this wr|er can remember, 
the disturbing jyord was “evolu- 
tion.” The theofy grew out of the 


THE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL 

UN DELGATE URGES GIFTS 
FOR THE NAACP , 

Cleveland, Ohio — Charles H. 
Mahoney, negro UJ. delegate to 
the United Nations General As-’ 
sembly, told the convention of the 
National (negro) insurance As- 
sociation to get ready for a fully 
race-mixed society. Mahoney' 
ominously stated: "The recent U. 
S, Supreme Court anti-segregation 
ruling has implications no one can 
•follow, It doesn’t rest with 
schools or parks or playgrounds." 

• He ended his speech by urging all 
negro insurance, companies to give 
}1,000 to the' NAACP. Did Ike 
appoint this negro to the UN— to 

run around at the American tax- 

' ' ' * 

payers’ expense soliciting funds 
for the NAACP? 

MONGRELIZERS’ WRATH 
DESCENDS ON DR. PEALE 
In his nationally syndicated 
column, the Rev. Norman Vincent 
Peale, famous clergyman from 
New York, gives advice on per- 
sonal problems. In a recent col- 
umn he advised a negro not to 
marry a white person. Dr. Peale 
didn’t know what hit him. He was 
torn to shreds by the NAACP and 
allies in bitter personal vitupera- 
tion, At last reports he had re- 
fused to back down to appease the 
wrath of the race-mixers. It is 
later than we think when a promi- 
nent and highly respected man of 
God is savagely attacked for op- 
posing miscegenation. 


integration Communist Inspired 
The big word today, Robert, 
which is Communist inspired, is 
not evolution, but “integration". 
As the evolutionist would unify 
life by reducing it to a common 
origin, the cell, so the integration- 
ist would break down all racial 
barriers and merge all classes and 
nationalities and races into one 
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ation Poll 


By H. 


SULLIVAN 


A Special Wi ter Savannah, Ga. 
• Here is wh 

f > 

final stimmipi I 
racial dilemij 


1 1 believe to be a 
;up of the South’s 
together with one 
rational solut in. 

This solutf i is based on one 
significant pf posal of the South 
Carolina “Co fnittee of 52" in its 
report to th >Gen,eral .Assembly. 
If this sols bn is too much 
trouble, they he sooner we obey 
the new sf (Red "law of. the 
land,” the I ter. Let the South 
eliminate thi white race as some- 
thing not evi ! evil or pernicious, 


tjiing merely too 
troublesome to. be annoyed with. 
In short, it iSfnot worth preserv- 
ing. , A , ■ 

* 1. We know that the Fourteen, 
th Amendment was secured by 
force and fraujd and therefore was 
not a true egression of the will 
of the people*! 

2. We know, as Sen. Russell has 
stated, that the May 17 (1954) 
edict was ba$d on the writing of 
left-wing "psychologists." Sen. 
Eastland hajT fully documented 
this charge, and has also proven 
that Myrdal’l "An American Di- 
lemma" (thejimain basis of the 
court edict) mas virtually a pro- 
ject of the ItAACP. The court 
justices thenfcelves, according to 
Eastland, haj> many' personal ties 
with leaders !f the NAACP, not to 
mention the, itany awards received 
by them frolfthe NAACP. Yet the 
NAACP was the main litigant in 
the case! , 

• 3, Now, Sc ith Carolina’s “Com- 
mittee of 52! 'has suggested to the 
South Carol! a General Assembly 
that it take iteps as necessary to 
interpose thi . sovereignty of the 
state betweei the federal courts 
and the locr 1 school officials in 
woti-s tn wiwt usurpation of state 


"legally qualified voters them-, 
selves is' truly decisive either, way, 

, the duly elected, leaders of the 
state government will have a clear 
mandate from them. If this be a 
democracy (which we were told 
in World War II we were fighting 
for), then the Voice of the People 
is a higher Court of Appeal than 
any politically-nominated • left- 
wing court, The people should be 
the final Court of Appeal. 

7. Here, then, would, be the im- 
plementation of the proposal of 
that highly .respectable "Commit- 
tee of 52" in the only truly demo- 
cratic procedure that we know: 
namely, the legal exercise of the. 


FROM 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Citizens' Councils 
Winona, Mississippi, U, S. A. 

Dear Sirs: 

In South Africa we are fortu- 
nate in having a government and 
the majority of the European 
population standing four-square 
behind a segregation policy. 1 De- 
termined efforts, however, have 
been made and are being made by , 
UNO, UNESCO, World Commun- lj 
ism and Wall Street’s financial ' 
junta to discredit South Africa 
and smash down our policy. 

They have not succeeded so far, 
but’ it is alarming to what extent , 
Liberalism and the multi-racial 
idea have paralysed so many Eng- 
lish people in England and in 
Africa, / 

I have been following closely 
political trends in the U. S. A., 
and have felt very keenly for the 
true American descendants of the 
Founding Fathers who^ would Urn 



of the Citizens Councils and the 
materials they mail are repulsive 
and absolutely Insulting to my in-' 
telligence. I am embarrassed that 
the President of Mississippi Col- 
lege, where six of the finest youths 
from our church are'now students, 
and where three additional ones 
will enroll this fall, has contribut- 
ed to a "hate” campaign as un- 
Christian and un-American as I 
believe this to be: 

Dr. Nelson, I do not expect you 
to agree with me, but I am com- 
pelled to speak my. convictions. 

, Sincerely, in His service, 

/.S/ Robert __ 

' Minister of Education 

In. the negro “republic” of 
Liberia, no white man is allowed 
to vote, own property or hold of- 
fice. 


of agitation andj discussion, ma- 
terialism was iff the saddle and 
God was given fa |aaii place in His 
world, if indeed'*® existed at ali. 
Then the encoi aging thing was 
that , the consVyative religious 
forces revolted! fi the idea and 
threw their we'} & against it. It 
was argued with elling effect that 
all of the vatic is forms of life 
were created aft f their kind and 
this order in th! [natural world is 
still maintained! ' With this con- 
tinuous assault, ped by succeed- 
ing scientific (iscoveries , which' 
reveal that majer itself may be 
only another fofu of energy, and 
only the' intangble and spiritual 
are real and abiiing, the material 
evolutionist hasbeen driven from 
his high, seat ant the word, evolu- 
tion, once so ppular, is seldom 
used how. 1 ■ 


THE SOUTH IS MOBILIZNG 

\ ! ■ f 

Organize for Victory 
THE CITIZENS’ COUNGL Will 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


Citizens’ Councils 

203 Walthall Hotel, Jackson, Misissippi 
Please enter my subscription to,the Citi- 
zens’ Council as follows and findplyment , 
enclosed:- t 

□ From Now thru October 1956.|.i-$2.00 
(Please Print) , . 


; theory of organic evolution, much' (though many i 
of it is being used today to ac- so over matters 
celerate the coming of a classless tance), inapt 
society and a raceless world, Such force and fraud, 
a position finds as little support in Pose 'the sovereii 
the Scripture as the theory of between the tede 
evolution. And in nature, the own people. # 
handiwork of God, variety and ,5. Followinjitl 
differences and distinction are ing- 1 submilwl 
found everywhere. No two flowers to be the only s 
on the same bush are alike. No the legitimate vc 
two' leaves on the same tree are ®rn people be'Set 
identical. Finger printing is pos- problem for l.e 
sible- because the palm of every Let us use tlmj 
hand is different. The sensitive purpose for #4 
feeling of some people are hurt signed. By th$jj» 
when the terms inferiority and su- lot the qualifjei 
periority are used in speaking of affected state|di 
different races, but the fact re- their highly jsig 
mains that races are different, civilization. Ifi s 
radically different, and man is not Ns °f the a!ff< 
responsible for this difference, but race-mixing ort- r 
God. And for a people not to 6. This timj> * 
recognize and respect these racial 1 fraudulent yo 
characteristics and dissimiliari- represent the' o 
ties, but attempt to merge them franchised penpl 
in the crucible of miscegenation, rule during a ] 
expecting therefrom an improved Reconstruction . 

iuCC, iS tlic aciglii ui iJiiuiyiitJiiiy. nyiij 

vi. tt tU‘ < r either democrat! 

Nature of Citizens' Council 

processes, Thi s 

In your letter you speak dis- have a „ ^ 
paragingly of the Citizens’ Coun- ukag6i hande |lj di 
cil. You must know that its mem- 0 f ^ naacRI 
bership is . composed of the des- we u-kno W n (elk 
cendants of those who suffered y me jjiX 

much and sacrificed all to build . ' k 

and preserve for us our cherished M 

southern way of life. These mem- 
bers are the first citizens' of our .yW 

communities. They are supporters jus I , 

of all good causes and are interest- ' ( 

ed in transmitting our rich herit- 7J L 

age untarnished to coming gen- ■ Split 

eration. - ■jgj 

We greatly enjoyed the visit of ygiil 

you and your associates to our col- ! jj f 

lege and our chapel exercises, 

Come again and inspire us with, '' o 

your messages and melodies. From 1 ■ 
our short acquaintance, with you ( ] c 

we are convinced that you have jt 'gi 

greater possibilities as a musician 
than as a philosopher. / the 

Fraternally yours, , • p r in 

D. M>Mon, President POSTMASTEplam 


• (though nlanj people have, done 
, so over matters of far less impor- 
tance), it'must either yield to 
force and frail, or it must "inter- 
pose 'the 'sovereignty of the state" 
between the federal courts and: its 
own people, w ' ; 

,5. Followim that line of reason- 
ing. I submiiwhat would appear 
to be the on| sensible plan. Let 
the legitimate voice of the South- 
ern people beieard clearly on this 
problem for ie first time .ever. 
Let us use t|ft|olls .for the very 
purpose for $4 ^h they were de- 
signed. By thMviiocratic process, 
let the quali|ed voters of each 
affected state| decide the fate of 
their highly jsignificant bi-racial 
civilization. Ifi short, do the peo- 
ple of the affected state want 
race-mixing race-separation? ■ 

6. This tim|*we will not have 
a fraudulent vote purporting to 
represent the' opinion of a dis- 
franchised peciple under military 
rule during a period of radical 
Reconstruction. The Fourteenth 
Aiuvuuuiciii nyis not a product of 
either democra tic or constitutional 
processes, Thi s time we will not 
have an undemocratic edict, or 
ukase, handej 'down by nine allies 
of the NAACIjf 1 , selected for their 
well-known (eik-wing views. No, 
this time, if' 4e decision of the 


I am coming to the conclusion 
that although it is necessary to 
inveigh against crime, it is more 
necessary to expose the criminals, 

In the same way, it seems that we 
are inveighing far too much 
against Communism, Liberalism,, 
and Multi-racialism, instead of ex- 
posing the names and identities of 
the individuals and groups whose 
master plan it is to destroy the ' 
European race and make the 
world safe for World Communism, 

t 

Many Whites in Africa will be 
heartened by the news that you 
are organizing as you are doing, 
because' our local English newspa- 
pers— and the U. S, Information 
Services— give the impression that 
Integration is becoming an ac- 
complished fact in the U. S. A. The 
news of your fight will not only 
give a great measure of moral 
support here, but will help us to 
burst through the Press iron cur- 
tain. . ' 7 

S. E. D. Brown, Editor 
South African Observer , 
Cape Town 

(Mr. Brown ordered 2,000 cop- 
ies each of Dr, Gillespie’s A 
CHRISTIAN VIEW ON SEGRE- 
GATION,' our pamphlet THE . 
CITIZENS’ COUNCIL and Judge 
Brady’s BLACK MONDAY). 
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Assistant Attorney General 
William P. Tompkins 

Director, FBI 


o 

GITX2isdS 
II-iTSRML 
FBI File 


COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
SBCORITT - 1 

105-33955 


November 7, 1955 


Reference is made to the reports of Special Agent 
John P. Brady dated February l£, 1 955* May 0, 1955 » and 
July 14, 1955, all at Mobile;, Alabama, concerning the 
captioned organization .copies of which have been furnished 
you previously. 

The reports furnished you do not reflect the 
results of a full investigation of this organization but 
only information obtained through limited inquiries being 
made to ascertain the influence, if any, in this organisation 
of Ku A lux ft lan members or others tho advocate repressive 
tactics against minorities; to determine whether its programs 
and a 
10450 
for v 

In the event an investigation of this organization 
is initiated as a result of data obtained through inquiries 
being conducted you will be furnished the results of the 
investigation and at that time informed that an Investigation 
rather than an inquiry is being conducted. 


CFW : sad -- ^ 

( 4 ) 



ctivities bring it within purview of Executive Urder 
:and to develop data regarding this group’s potential 
iolenee. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Letter is being directed to all field offices 
conducting inquiries re these groups to disseminate copies 
of initial report on each one of these groups prepared in 
future by cover letter advising as above and to advise 
Intelligence Agencies as above on cases in which reports 
previously disseminated. 
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TO: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (105-3*1.237) 

’ date.:, . 11/16/55 

PROM: 

SAC, MOBILE (105-16?) 

\- v ... - .* V; ;“■/ . . 


SUBJECT: CITIZENS COUNCILS AND 

STATES* RIGHTS MOVEMENTS 



Re bureau nj emo to Atlanta 10/28/55. 


i 


To date the raoial situation within 
the Mobile territory has riot brought forth' any serious 
incidents. Two prosegregation organizations were 
formed in this area, namely The Southerners Ino., 
and Citizens Councils of Alabama. 


The Southerners Inc., Bufile 105-28906, - 
was formed in Mobile in May, 1951+ and advocated 
retention of segregation by lawful means. No 
: indication of unlawful activity or inclination 

toward violence was noted. This organization has , , 
ceased activity due to lack of interest on the part 
of members and a closing report will be submitted. 

o 

, v Citizens Counolls of Alabama, Bufile 
1Q5-33955, were organized in the fall of 19 Bh and 
have chapters in six , counties" «, Leadership^centers 
are in Selma, Alabama, where leaders are two well- 
known attorneys. No acts of violence have been 
noted and informants report that the Councils, 
have a policy of engaging only in legal activity 
and will not condone violence. 

No Negro organizations have been noted 
in opposition to the Citizens Councils, except of 
course the NAAEP, One Communist Party member in 
Mobile, Alabama, indicated interest in the segregation 
matter and previously indicated that he would try to 
arrange attempts by Negros to try and register in 
white public schools in the school year which began 
in September, 1955. However, he did not follow, up 
.ih^the City of Mobile. 

No major incidents of racial nature 
i have occurred. Two minor incidents which have been 

'noted are set out: 
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Director, FBI 


1) Oh 9/2/ 51J.. a white man, j | 

I, Montgomery.*- Alabama, took a number 
or Negro children to a white elementary school in ; 
Montgomery and attempted' to assist them, in- registering 
at. the school. The children werenotallowed to . ; 
register and the attorney for the. group stated the - 
matter would be taken into court, No ; violence .. . 

occurred in connection with the matter, and no further 
activity of this nature followed, (See report q£ — ■ 
SA MILBOR ,J. BUST . 9/l0/5k. M obile.' entitled. " 

[ UNKNOWN VICTIMS , CR,;". 

2) On 5/29/55, a petition signed by .29 
Negros calling for admittance of Negro, children ; 
in all-white school in Selma, Alabama, was presented 
to the City Superintendent of Education.^Newspaper 
accounts. 9/8/55 reflected that about 16 of the 29 
had lost their jobs, M. ALSTON KEITH,' Chairman of. ' 
Citizens. Council in Dallas County,, noted, according 
to the nOws ; article, that some employers who fired . 
signers of the petition are Council members and others 
are not. No violence was noted in connection therewith 

Any pertinent information received in the 
future relative to racial tension In connection with 
Citizens Councils, or their opposites will be brought 
immediately to the attention of t he Bureau. ; 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 


INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ' • " 

Dallas Co. Citizens 'Council held' meeting, Selma, ' Ala. , 
10/31/55, with approximately $00 in attendance. List of 
‘ officers set out. Membership, Dallas. Co ; estimated at 
1,300. News article reflects on- 8/29/55, petition signed by 
- \ ; 29 negroes calling for- admittance of negroes into -white 

schools received by City Superintendent of Schools, Selma, 
Ala. News article 9/8/55, reported that an estimated ! 16 > 
of the signers had lost jobs. Additional. Citizens Councils 
; formed at Butler, Wilcox and Montgomery Counties. 

C& - IP* - Pj * 

f * fjMki — - — All l®osib^tk>st cosstah®© 


DETAILS 




'(s&ieh 


■ On June 28, 1955, Reverend ROBERT E. HUGHES, , 
.Executive Secretary, Alabama Council of Hu man Relations . • 

Montgomery; Alabama, advised Special Agent I 
. that he had done research concerning captioned organization ^ 
and had determined Citizens Councils had been operating in—' '".‘P* 
' Dallas, Marengo, Perry, Hale and Macon Counties in Alabama. ■ 
Concerning the Hale County ^noup, HUGHES stated that a Mr. , 

,#y - V- ,r ^ 


R£a- HT .) 

bate re;;-::; 

HOW FOR?/. 

BY 


&QEL^_ 
/ 'A 
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<Q- Bureau x 33955) (RM) 
1 — OS I, Stl jO ( RM) 

1 - G-2, 3rd Army _ (Rl-l) 

1 - ONI, 6th ND { RM ) ‘ 

1 - Atlanta ( info) (RM) 

1 - Birmingham (info) ( RM ) 

1 - Memphis (info)(RM) 

1 - New Orleans (info) (RM) 
3 - Mobile (105-121) 


|at Greensboro, Alabama, f!L 

had advised that a meeting had taken place at Greensboro ' 

during December, 1954, of ten community leaders who delib- 
erated the matter of integration and segregation in a calm 
and deliberate manner. He said that no mention was made 
at the meeting of economic pressure to be taken against 
negroes who advocate integration* He added that no further / 

meeting of this group has been known to take place. 


Concerning Macon County, the M ontgomery Advertiser 
daily newspaper published at Montgomery, Alabama, in the 
issue of December 15, 1954, reflected that about 50 persons 
met at Notasulga, Alabama, and that a spokesman for the 
group issued a statement to the press that the groundwork 
was being laid for a chapter, of the White Citizens Council. 
HUGHES had no additional information concerning the 
chapters in Dallas., Marengo or Perry Counties. HUGHES • 

stated that the Citizens Council have claimed to have 


chapters in Green, Picken, Wilcox and Autauga Counties and 
that he had conducted inquiries concerning the councils 
in these four counties and does not feel that they exist 
in these counties. 


DALLAS COUNTY CITIZENS COUNCIL 

Mr. McLEAN PITTS, Attorney and an executive 
member of the Council, Selma, Alabama, advised Special Agent T 
JOHN P. BRADY on November 3, 1955, that the Dallas County ' 
Citizens Council had held a meeting for members and guests 
at Selma, Alabama, on October 31, 1955, at the Junior High 
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School Auaiov^irn. Approximately $00 persons were in 
' attendance. ' ■*> purpose of the meeting was to elect new 
officers, it using noted that the Council has been in 
effect for one full year. 


Mp. PITTS continued that the former Cha irman. 

Mr. K . ALSTON^ EITH , presided over the meeting. Dr. I | 

± Pastor' of the l l Church . 

pronounced uhe invocation. Mr. OLIM^HORTON /^Birmingham, 
Alabama ^, President of the Alabama States Rights Assoo-iat.-ion J 
was the principal speaker. “ 

Mr. PITTS advised that matters under consideration 
at the meeting included the subject of dues. It being the 
decision of the group that annual dues of |3«00 would be 
continued. Some reference was made to the possibility of 
forming a state organization in the near future and the 
suggestion of admitting women as members was also discussed. 

Mr. PITTS advised that the following were 
elected as officers of the Council to serve for the next 
year; 

/ 

Chairman, HENRYM1CNG, Burnsville, Alabama 

Vice-Chairmen, T^hOORE, OrrvTlla , A 1 a-hama — 

JD^ISRffiR, JR., Tyler, Alabama 
HOVfARDvLO NG., Burnsville, Alabama^ 


' Secretary-Treasurer, y^RI^LIZEY, Selma, Alabam 
Executive Committee, JOH$^3l^3RESLIN, Selina "" 





EDGAR^S HEFFIELD, Selma 
C. F^SHUPTRINE, Selma 
JAKS(BEM)ERSKY, Selma 

'^^ENMCT H.mAUGHTON . Selma- 

WATSOmFIERSON, Forks District 
THORNTyKf^&lLES;, Forks District 
H0R4CS§MMMERMAN, Forks Distri 
JOHI$&IVHAN, West— Dalla s Di str 
Dr .' TAcmiOORE , West ' Qallas" 
District/' 

CHARLESjfPOTTER, West (Dallas, 

District - 

L. ESTATE, West Dallas Distri 


- 3 - 
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£x a/ ":tive. Committee, E. Lj^CA^EY, Southside Distrl 

G. R.SfeMRS, Southside Distric 
* MORROW^HANCE, Southside 

£ i J&z?* District ^ 

GRAV/FORR^ENRY , Southside 
District « 

X CGiSI^SBiS-, 'Southside District 

Mr. M. ALSTON KEITH, former Chairman of the 
Dallas County Council, Selma, Alabama, advised Special 
Agent JOHN P. BRADY, on November 3, 1955, that it remains 
the policy of the Council to preserve segregation in Alabama 
by all legal means. He emphasized that the Council has not 
and will not condone violence. He estimated the membership 
in the Dallas County Council at the present time to be 
approximately 1,300. ^ 

Racial Incidents. Item #1 7 7 

The Selma Times Journal , daily newspaper published 
at Selma, Alabama, in its issue of August 30, 1955, reflected 
that on August 29, 1955, a petition signed by 29 negroes 
calling for the admittance of negroes into city elementary 
an d secondary high schools was received via Re gistered Mail 
by I I . The mimeo- 

graphed document was sent, by the local office Df the 
National Asso ciation for the Advance ment of Colored People, 
counselled by | ~ 1 It asked for "immediate 

'Steps to reorganize the publi'c\ schools under your jurisdic- 
tion on a nondiscriminatory basis." The petition in full, 
reads as follows; 


”We, the undersigned, are the parents of 
children of school age entitled to attend and attending 
the public elementary and secondary high schools under 
your jurisdiction. As you undoubtedly know, the United 
States Supreme Court on May 17, 1954 ruled that the 
maintenance of racially-segregated public schools is 
a violation of the Constitution of the United States 
and on My 31, 1955, reaff irmed that principle and 
requires T good faith compliance at the earliest 
possible date* with the federal courts authorized to 
determine whether local officials are proceeding in 
good faith. 




'I 


£ 
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"We therefore call upon you to take immediate 
steps reorganize the public schools under your 
jurisdiction on a nondiscriminatory basis. As we 
understaud it, you have the responsibility to 
reorganize the school systems under your control 
so that the children of public school age attending 
and entitled to attend public schools cannot be 
denied admission to any school or be required to attend 
any school solely because of race or color. 


"The May 31st decision of the Supreme Court, 
to us, means that the time for delay, evasion or 
procrastination is past. Whatever the difficulties 
in according our children their constitutional rights, 
it is clear that the school board must meet and seek 
a solution to that question in accordance With the law 
of the land. As we interpret the decision, you are 
duty bound to take immediate concrete steps leading 
to early elimination of segregation in public school's.- 
Please rest assured of our willingness to serve in 
any way we can’ to aid you in dealing with this 
question." X , 

Those signing the document' were 
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The following data appeared in the Montgomery 
Advertiser , daily newspaper, Montgomery, Alabama, under date 
of September 8 , 1955s 

"A number of Selma negroes who last week filed 
a petition with the Selma City School Board calling 
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for the desegregation of schools have lost their jobs. 

A total signed the document — of that group, 

M. ALSTON Chairman of the Dallas County White 

Citizens Council said an * educated guess* as to the 
number who have lost their jobs would be about 16*. 

* 1 L a former employee of the 

Selma Marble and Granite Works for nine years, was fired, 
he said, Wednesday at noon less than. 21+ hours after 
his name appeared in the newspaper a s having signed 
the petition. He said his employer , | ~|. 

asked him t o remove his name from the petition. 

I said he refused; and in a few minutes he was 
given his paycheck. 

* 1 said 

she was dismissed Friday. She added her employer 
told her if she removed her name from the petition 
she could return to work. 

1 |. who was employed at a 

furniture factory, said he lost his job this week 
because he supposedly could not meet his production 
quota. He said he was ’having difficulty* getting 
unemployment compensation. 

"Two other negro women who signed the petition 
said they had been, ’misinformed* as to its purpose. 

I I said after she found the petition to be 

one for desegregation she went to the school board and 
had her name removed. 

"White Citizens Council Chairman M. ALSTON 
KEITH commented that he had been out of town attending 
a convention of the National Bar Association held in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,, at the time the petition 
had been presented and was not familiar with all of 
the facts. He noted that some of the employers who 
had fired signers of the petitil>h"'w §Fg ,3 ^mbers of the 
Council ^HTIe ^KeT's^werd" noCT" 

"An unidentified source said that six others 
•who had signed the petition had lost their jobs shortly 
thereafter. They were identified as fallows: 
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” In addition it appeared that pressure had been 
applied to two barbers who were told to find new locations 
for their shops. The barbers were identified as 


tl No pressure was evident against the following 

signers: 


* 1 I of the Selma City- 

Schools, said that four of the negroes who signed the 
petition have withdrawn their names and a fifth has 
announced the intention* 
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,said 


didn’t lose his 


job because of the fact he signed the petition but 


because 
employed as 


.6 wasn 


t- 


doin g the job. The negro had been 
for less than a vear." 


The following information is summarized from an 
article appearing in the Selina Times J ournal t Selma, Alabama, 
on September 1955 l 

M. ALSTON KEITH, Chairman of the Council said 
that his group would take neither credit nor censure for 
the developments. He asserted that the Council has operated 
enitrely within its legal rights in whatever action may 
have been taken in connection with the school petition. 


reported that five of the signers had asked in writing that 
their names be removed. He listed these as follows s 


I I of -the local unemployment 

office, repo rted that “Th ere was absolutely no basis for the 
statement of I I tha t he is having trouble drawing 

unemployment compensation." I I reviewed administrative 

procedures for processing these claims and noted that there 
' had not been suffic ient time for the claim to have been 
acted upon. I I denied having made the statements attributed 

to him by the Montgomery Advertiser . 

On September 13, 1955, the following information 
was obtained by Special Agent HARLAN Ci FLINNER from Mobile 
Confidential Informant T-l, who : has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past. The informant, a member of the White 
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Citizens Con 1 ' ' ' . at Selma, advised that immediately 
following the it ion to the School Superintendent the 

Council had pr^ared a memorandum to all members under date 
of September 1 , 1955. This memorandum reads as follows % 

"Dear Fellow Member i 

We give you below copy of Petition of the 
twenty-nine Negroes, which was filed with the City of 
Selma School Board. 


Yours very truly, 

/s/ TOM STRONG, Acting 

Chairman, Dallas County 
Citizens Council" 


The memorandum then quoted the petition in 
full and listed the signers. The memorandum does not contain 
any further information nor does it recommend any action. A 
copy of the memorandum made available .by T-l is being 
retained in the file. 


On September 1955, Mobile Confidential 
Informant T-2, of unknown reliability, but who is in a 
position to have reliable and accurate infor mation, advis ed 
Special Agent BRADY that the Petition Signer I L who 

had been employed at the I I did not 

lose his job because of the Petition. T-2 noted that | I 

had been warned some time beforts that his work was unsatis- 
factory and that the paper work involved in separating him 
from the job had been started prior to hi s sip-nincr the 
Petition. T-2 added that with respec t 
who had been discharged as 
action followed a meeting 


3 t to 
by ti 
Boa: 


the YMOA. that this 


k 


of the li'iuA Board held immediately 
after the petition had been p resented a nd at a time when 

[had signed the petition 


Board members were aware that 
R acial Incidents. Item #2 


On October 12, 1955 » ' Captain 

Selma Police Department, rel ated to Special Agen t BRADY 
that on October 7, 1955, onel negro. 


be 
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1 


| | s had pa^cd a note 1 

po Mrs.l L a white 

matron of Se^-m... . when Mrs. 

|called at his store to 


1 it is noted, operate 


Kir 


Selma. This note asked Mrs. 
afternoon between 2 and 3 sOO p.m. 


o cali f | that 

?he call wa s place a that 

who 


1 nea r 


afternoon from Police Headquarters and Captain 

listened to the conversation on a n extens ion, reported that 
attempted to have Mrs. | a gree to meet him 


someplace “where they could tallc*™ ^ [added that the 

incident became known to a number of people and had created 
a considerable amount of indignation. 


continued on October 20, 1955, that on 

October 13. 1955 . four wh ite men pick ed up a negro man, one 
T . near the I ' | store and carried him 

out into the country. I I was released unharmed when 

it develope d that the four men thought they had picked up 
The four men were subsequently identified as 


r 


advised that on October 17, 1955, a man 
supse auentlv identified as Police Officer WILLIAM 

L set fire to the house 
_1 having apparently 


and a woman, 

D. BAILEY and firs. [ 

next door to that occup ied bvl 
intended to set fire to 
October IB 


TlTho 

■ i • • 


nouse. On the night of 
1955, these two same individuals rode by the 
house and fired two shots at the house. All six 
oi une aDotfe subjects were arrested and charged by local 
authorities. On October 25, 1955, Officer BAILEY committed 
suicide, his death being attributed to mari tal dif ficulties 
rather than to instant matter, according to 


i 


On October 20, 1955, Reverend ROBERT HUGHES, 

206 Moore Building, Montgomery, Alabama, Executive Secretary, 
Alabama Council o n Human Relations, advised Special Agent 



Mo ntgomery. Alabama, that he had received 
information from one [ l, I I of a negro news- 


paper in Birmingham, Ala bama , who . in turn had received the 
information from an unidentified .source at Selma, that the 
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above incident -^-3 related to the school petition filed 
at Selma. Hr'"- M asserted that one of the negroes who had 
signed the pet i cion and who had been fired had been employed 
by the Clo verleax Crea mery products. These products are 
handled by I l at his store and immediately after the 

negro had been fired the sale of Cloverleaf pr oducts f ell 
off sharply while the products handled by Mrs . | | had 

rise n sharply. HUGHES continued that it was his information 
that I \ had sought to discuss this situation with 


Mrs. 


and had asked her to call him for that reason. 


On October 24, 1955, Mobile Confidential 
Informant T-l advised S pecial A?;ent FLINNER that the incidents 


involving the attempt of| |to date a white Woman 

and the subsequent kidnapping, arson and shooting, was in 
no way connected with the Citizens Cou ncil. He ad ded that 


was some- 


some: members of the Council felt that 
thing of a plant for the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People who had perhaps been encouraged 
to create an incident that was sure to cause violence in 
the area. 


, On October 20, 1955, Police Captain| 

1 relat ed to Specia l Agent BRADY that the attempt oy 
]to date Mrs. I I was known to the Citizens 


Council and he believed that they h ad made some inquiries 
and had determined that | | would be susceptible to 

economic pressure because of several mortgages on his store 
and because of a number of bad checks he usually had out- 
standing. However, he does not believe that the Cou ncil had 
taken any action in the matter whatever when BAILEY , | | 

and the others toojc it upon themselves to take direct action 
against 




WILCOX COUNTY CITIZENS COUNCIL 

The following information is summarized from an 
article appearing in the Selma Times Journal on August 7, 

1955 z ' ' ; 

Following are the officers of the Wilcox County 
Citizens Council elected at an open meeting at the Court 
House in Camden, Alabama; 
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'D HENDERSON, Millers Ferry, Chairman. 
HENDERSO” ,.«c> described as a promi nent Wilcox Count y 
landowner and' cattleman-farmer and I ~ 

| and staunch 

segregationist wno wa s unsuccessx'ui m a bid for the 

| during the 1954 election. 

S. C. GODBOLD, Vice-Chairman. of 

the Bank of Camden. 


LESLIE JOHNSON, Vice-Chairman, 
the Camden National 3ank. 

- BRYON HALE, Vice-Chairman. |~ 
Pine Apple Bank. 

FRED VAUGHAN, Vice-Chairman, 
Pine Hill Bank. ■— 


of the 


of the 


The following information was taken from an 
article appearing in the Selma Times Journal for November 2, 

1955 s 

r The Wilcox Countjr Ci tizens!, Counci l planned a 
Thursday r night rally at which | |, prominent 

' South Carolina, .attorney , would make tne principal 
'address 7 FREdMieNDEKSON , Chairman, advised that the 
, fl r Council has approximately 350 members. He identified 
Q\> p\ I as the attorney who represente d! 

^ Smith Carolina, in the recent case of versus 


MARENGO COUNTY CITIZE N S COUNCIL 

The following information was taken from an 
article appearing in the Selma Times Journal for July 29,, 1955 

A meeting of the Marengo,, County Citizens Council 
sA/was held on July 27, 1955 ,, at Linden, Alabama. 'TljQMAS 
a 1 Linden, was Chairman of the meeting* Speakers 

JjiF mmcludeds ' , 

State Senator E. dS^EDDINS, Demopolis, Alabama 
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' ...a - ° Senator SAM ENGLEHARDT, Macon County, 

-> -doama 

Mr. ROBERT PATTERSON, Executive Secretary, 
Citizens Council, Winona,. Mississippi 

Mr* OLIN HORTON, President, American States 
Rights Association, Birmingham, Alabama 

M. ALSTON KEITH, Chairman, Dallas Comity 
Citizens Council 

State Senator ALBE1RT DAVIS, Pickens County, 
Alabama 


Approximately 400 persons were reported in 
attendance. 


The following information was taken from the 
Selma Times Journal. Selma, on September 14, 1955° 


The Marengo County Citizens Council m et at the 
\i bounty Court House on Septemb er 12 , 1955. Mr *] - 

fl 


$ 


the principal speaxer 
thht the Marengo 


. The South , a magazine, was 
mum^S/ 'MILLER , Chairman , reported 


that date. 


County Council had 335 members as of 


BUTLER COUNTY C I TIZENS COUNCIL 

The September 10, 1955, issue of the Montgomery 
Advertiser , a daily newspaper published at Montgomery, Alabama, 
reflected that a White Citizens Council had been organized 
in Butler County at Greenville, Alabama, on September 3, CuL&i 
1955. Chairman of the group was listed as JEFF PjXBEELAND. 

The article quoted BEELAND as stating he is agairfst any type 
of economic boycott and that he believed the. White Citizens 
Council in Butler County would prevent desegregation there. 

On September 12, 1955, Chief of Police L. f E. 
TOWERI, Greenville, Alabama, advised that there were approxi- 
mately 3,000 people at the organizational meeting of the 
White Citizens Council at Greenville, Alabama., He stated that 


be 
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JEFF P. BEELa^B owns at 

Greenville . 

On September 19, 19 55, Reverend ROBERT HUGHES, 
206 Moore Building, I i ont gomerv . Alabama . referred to above, 
advised Special Agent T ~| that he had attended 

the first open meeting of the Butler County Citizens Council 
at Greenville, Alabama, which he stated was on September 7, 
1955 (not September B, 1955, as a news article indicated). 

He estimated that there had been approximately BOO in 
attendance at this meeting and stated that Mr. BEELAND had 
told him, HUGHES, that the Butler County Citizens Council 
vras not affiliated with any other state organization or with 
any other county council. 

An article written by BOB INGRAM in the 
Montgomery Advertiser . issue cf October 7, 1955, reported 
that the Butler County Citizens Council met in Greenville 
on October 5, 1955, and that the attendance had been 
estimated at 150, which was a drop from the BOO which had 
shown up for the first meeting several weeks before. 

MONTGOMERY COUNT! CITIZENS COUNCIL 

The October 2, 1955, issue of the Mo ntgomery 
A dvertiser , contained an article to the effect that a 
Citizens Council would be organized in Montgomery County 
^n the night of October 3, 1955,, and reflected thatJLUlHEiL, . 

| . lEENGALLS Montgomery Attorney, would serve as the temporary 

OA-A'^airman. 

An article appearing in the Montgomery 
Advertiser on October 4, 1955, reflected that the first 
meeting of the Montgomery. County Citizens Council had been 
held on the night of October 3, 1955, at the Montgomery City 
V/Auditorium. The speakers at this meeting were SAM 
/ fegN GELHARD T t J R . , State Senator from Macon County 'and OLIN 
ORTON, l isted as President of the American States Rights 
^A's^o ciati on , a pro-segregation group. INGALLS presided over 
the meeting. 


Reveren 

advised Special Agent 



ef erred to above, 
on October 19, 1955, 
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f " 1 

■i.y.' ■ 


that he had " J °nded the above meeting on October 3, 1955, 
and estimated ^ attendance at approximately 450 people. 

«n article in the M ontgomery Advertiser on 
October 23, 1955, reflected that the Montgomery County ’ 
Citizens Council has Post Office Box 2563, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 




- 16 - 


ft 


(£ 






MO 105-121 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


A py of this report is furnished to Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Memphis and New Orleans because of similar 
activity in these divisions. 


Concerning Racial Incident $2, beginning at the 
bottom of page 10, the Bureau is referred to the case 


entitled WILLIAM. D. BAILEY, ETAL; [ 


VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS, Mobile origin. 


ETAL - 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were used in this report only 
in those instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 
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INFORMANTS 


T-l is 


PCI, 


Selma, Alabama. 


T-2 i s Mrs, | 

L Selma , Alabama. 


bjgb 
hi C 
b7D 


MOBILE DIVISION 



Will continue to report on activities of subject 

organization. 


REFERENCE 

Report of SA JOHN P. BRADY, Mobile, 7/14/55. 

- ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - 
- 17 - 
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1-Liaison Section 


105-33955 *—!}'& 


DAT®: 


FROM: 


I» camber 12, 1955 


BY COTOXSR S SB VICE 


Erector of Special lave s t i ga t i on s 
The Inspector General 
Department of the air Force 
Building Tempo £ 

Ifth and Adam® Drive, s* ¥. 
Washington, D. C. 

John Idgar Hoover , Director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 


yLkTXQlT 0039TAISJBSD 


SUBJECT : CITIZBBS COUBCIXS OF AMBA8A 

XUTgRBAL BSC DEITY * X 


There is bein g furnished you he rewith one copy of the 
report of Special Aseat T~ 1 dated Be comber 2, 1955, 

at mobile, Alabama, concerning the captioned organization. 

in connection wit h th'ts organ! gat ion on November 17 
and 18, 1955, Special Agent | L Office of Special 

investigations, Craig Air Force Base, Selma, Alabama, c ontacted 
an Agen t of the Mobile Office of this Bureau concerning I I 

I L who was one of the signo re of a pet ition for school 

desegregation at Selma,. Alabama,, I I advised that an 

article in the "Daily work er" reflected that I ~] had been 

discharged fro® his Job at I |7 Selma, 

Alabama, and that the National Association for the Advancement 
— pf Colored people was going t o oslc the Air Force to d iscontinue 
jche purchase of products fro® I I . | | 

v advised that ! | has a contract With Craig 

k-kir Force Base and is doing approximately #6,000 worth of business 
sja month. 


On fiovember 18, 1955# 


advised an Agent of the 


^ I Mobile Office that it had been re ports dtd him tha t another 

““ — » signer of t he school petition 3 si |, who has been 

ToU „n emp loyed by I L .selma. 

Boardman ^iaba taa » I | stated that | 

B^mom 1 I holds contracts with the Air Force and note d that there 

Harbo _ar a anti dls c rimination clauses in the contracts with I 

“I an d I f T — 


B^mom 1 I holds contracts with the Air Force and note d that there 

Harbo _-ara a nti dlsc rl mlnation clauses in the contracts with I 

ft!L,s 1 I an <3 1 i ; , ~ 

Rosen , ; ft~f; ; , 

Ta^_____ I I noted that^ if thd t%f<S companies mentioned above 

winterrowd actually dropped the two ‘employees because they had signed the 
™!ai®°°^5h a<ll petition the companies were possibly violating the <Wr*$u ii 

H^f&esqsss**.. - • ' •••••:--. 

tiftl CRJjbask^.g) • ■ ' OT v aU 


lcc - AAG Tompkins by 0-6, same date, with^ 



Departiwnt of the Air Force 


your attention la directed to page 6 of the enclosed 
report wherein Information is set forth which was contained In 
an article which appeared in the "Montgomery Advertiser " in its 
issue o f S eptember o . 1955. This article revealed that | I 

I I and ! I were two of the signers of the 

petition who lost their jobs shortly after signing the petition. 
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STANCJ\Fn^FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


DATE: 12/1/55 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (105-33955) 


ioM : SAC, MOBILE (105-121) 

o 

OBJECT: CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 

INTMMITSECURITY - X 


On November 17 and IS, 1955, SA | 1. 

OSl, Craig AFB . Selma. Ala., contacted SA JOHN P. BRADY 
concerning one | » negro male, who was one of the 

signers o f a petition for school desegregation at Selma, Ala. 

I adv ised that an article in the Daily Worker reflected 
that I I had been discharged from his position at the 

I . Selma, and that the NAACP was going to . 

ask the Air Force to disconti nue the purchase of products 
from I . 

The OSI requested certain information concern- 

ing the school petition. A report is in dictation at the 
present time reflecting information concerning this school 
petition and summarizing news articles which reported that 
an estimated number of 16 of the 29 signers had been discharged 
as a result of signing the petition. The OSI has been 
furnished with previous copies of reports in captioned case 
and is being- furnished with a copy of the report being typed. 

I l advised SA BRADY that I ~1 

~l has a contract with Craig AFB doing approximately 
$6,000 worth of business per month. 

On ll/lS/55. 1 l advised SA BRADY that 

it had been reportedJbe him t hat another signer of the^school 
pe tition was| |, negro male, who has been ' employed 

by I ~1 . Selma ^ It is ^ 

noted that bothl | and! |are named in the report 

being submitted by this office a s being two of the persons who 
reportedly signed this petition. I ~ ~ 1 stated that the 

| holds contracts with the Air 

Force and noted t hat there are anti-discri min ation clauses in 
the contracts for I I and f " 



I ~~l noted that if the two companies 1 

actually dropped the two employees because they had signed \ 
the school petition the c ompanies w ere possibly violating the^ 
terms of their contract. \ I indicated that the FBI might 
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later be request ed to dete rmine the reasons the two negroes 
had been fired. I I was advised by SA BRADY that if the 

companies had violated the anti-discrimination clauses of 
their contracts such violations would not appear to be a 
'criminal or security matter, but rather an administrative 
matter to be followed and handled by Air Force authorities. 

The above is called to the Bureau’s attention 
as a matter of information and no further action concerning 
the matter is being taken other than furnishing OSI copies 
of' each report submitted in the above-captioned case. " • 



bac, f-iobi id 
Director, F 


Be camber 12, 1955 


BtJTtiHH COUNTY CITIZENS COUNCIL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 3C ■/ 


] da tad 12-2-55 at KoM la , 


lerep ofJSA 

Alabama, captioned^'Cltiz ena counci ls ~df Alabama, internal 
Security - X*" 


On page 15 of rerep information Is set out to the 
effect that the Butler County Citizens Council is not affiliated 
with any other state or county organisations. 


A 


1 


! 


1 


In the event your inquiries determine the above to be 
correct a separate case on the captioned organisation should be 
opened and separate reports aubdltte.& on this organization. You 
are instructed to advise the Bureau’ promptly whether the Butler 
Citizens Council is an autonomous organization. 


In the event it is determined that other prosegregation 
groups which have been formed in the territory covered by your • 
office are autonomous they should be handled in the same manner. 
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7 ^ / The Bureau is in receipt of an artlele which 

appeared in the December 4, 1955 9 Issue of “The 
N~? /Birmingham News, " Birmingham, Alabama , which was furnished 
^ ; by your office. 

^Tj This article repeals that plans are being made 

to organise Citizens Councils in every Congressional 
<V- district in Alabama. The council at Tarrant, according , 
to the article | was the first of these Organisations* (L 
j Information concerning this council at Tarrant was set / 

^ forth in Bureau letter dated December 5, 1955* / 

V The Birmingham and Mobile Offices are instructed 

^ to advise the Bureau promptly whether these councils being 
1 formed are connected in any manner with the Citizens Councils 
v ' of Alabama (Mobile origin) or the American States’ Bights 
S' Association (Birmingham origin)* 

^ In the event these are separate autonomous r< 

organisations a separate report should be submitted on 

E v each council formed; however, if all of the councils 
being organised are affiliated with one state-wide 
organisation their activities should be reported under 
the caption of that organisation* 

In order for the iteeau to follow these 
N councils administratively it is necessary to know 

i their exact status* 


2cc - Mobile 
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Citizens plarr^ 
councils over 
all Alabama 

Plans to organize Citizens 
j Councils- in every congressional, 
district of Alabama were dis- 1 
closed Saturday night at a meet- C 
ing of the Tarrant .City ch/pter. 
of the Citizens Councils which 
more than 300 persons attended. 

The Tarrant group, first of* 
the council units to be fenced 
in Nortl f Alabama, heardLfudge 
- -Hug Locke and AcelrCarter 
speak' on plans to figra racial 
integration at all level!. 

. Carter, executive secretary of 
the Citizens Councils' in North 
Alabama, said eight to 12 more 
groups may be formed in Jeffer- 
son County. , . ' 

CARTER ALSO asked the coun- ! 
cil’s approval on a* telegram he 
sent today to Gov. Marvin Griffin \ 
of -Georgia in which he congratu- ' 
laSed - the Georgia executive for 
thf stand he has taken on Getfr- ; 
giJ Tech playing in the S,u gkr 
BoM against a Pittsburgh tejtm 
wmch has a Negro player. 1 ' 
The Georgia governor, objected 
* to the fact that fans were not to 
'be segregated; in ^ the. stands at 
the New Year's Day game. '• 
Carter’s telegram said the* gov- 
ernor’s actions were “a ; beacon 
of hope to the besieged white 
people of the South.” 

BOTH CARTER and Judge 
Locke charged that the move to | 
break down segregation barriers ; 
in the South is Communist-in- i 
spired. . 

The meeting was the second 
since the group - was , organized 
only a few days ago and the presi- 
dent of the council, Druggist John 
* •Whitley, said that beginning In r 
January' meetings would be held \ 
at the Civic Center which .pro- 
vides more space than is avail- , 
able at the City Hall. 

Judge Locke pointed out that j 
Birmingham has never hald a [ 
lynching, a race riot or racial f 
friction because segregation! has 
been maintained. He said ities 
wlfcre segregation is not nfain- 
taijed have been besieged with 
racial strife. 

i , J 
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SAC, Mobile (105*221) January If, 1956 

Director, FBI (105-33955) 

BE£QfiJ}£D»63 

CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 

Reurlet dated January 5 9 2-956* $ n which you 
tsed that each citizens council in Alabama is a 
separate organisation • You advised that information 
has been received that a statewide organisation is 
possibly being formed and that all of the individual 
councils mould be affiliated with tihis state-wide 
organisation • 

You are instructed to furnish the Bureau 
promptly a list of the names of the individual 
councils in Alabama • 

Thereafter , you are instructed to follow 
closely this situation and take appropriate action 
to keep the Bureau promptly informed of action being 
taken to form the state-wide organisation m 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, .FBI 


.DATE: 1/5/56 



SAC, Mobile 


SUBJECT: 


CITIZENS COUNCILS' W ALABAMA 


. Reference is-, madef-o ''Bureau memo' to Mobile 'dated,' 
;i2/l;2/55 : , entitled .“BUTLER ^ttiry/CITIZEMS COUNCIL, IS; X-“' 
Reference is also made to. niemb'' to.-fii rmingham- dated, 

12/19/55- entitled '“ALABAMA' CITIZENS/ COUKC-TLS/ TS. -''X- 1 ' . . 


The Bureau reque sted to be ^-advised whether or not 
the various Citizens Councils^ are separate autonomous organi- 
zations and instructed, that' 'if sueh, is ihe case-, a. separate , . 
report should be ■submitted on- each; council formed, but if all 


councils are affiliated with one State' wide. 


anization, all 


activity should be reported under ■ caption of the state wide 
organization;.. - -f ■/ 'ff ---.flf ■ ''"C 

'' f On 12/29/99 Mr.- McLLa'iM^IITS. Attorney . ' Selma .. Ala.. 
who was formerly a member of O v-hai Executive. Staff of theCSallas, 
C ounty Citizens Council-. advised that- at. the. pr es ent e ach - . 
Citizens Council in. Alabama is a ..Separate- organization, • 
although- there is a close degree' of cooperation between' the 
councils.. He stated that ' it is the. .expressed intention of . 
the. c ounci Is, : however, to come together as soon, as possible. - : 
under a state, wide organization. -/Theiprobierri '-in forming a,, 
state organization has -been, in finding the' right man to head 
the state office - : ' ■ • ' . 



. Hr. M. v.ALSTOij^IETH, Attorney -and • former chairman of 
the Dallas County n v-hf^nd CnunXi <1 an vi r.p.d. oh 12/29/55 that : he 
is stiTir-fhe legal ad vis on of that, county .organization. - He,', 
stated .that a: state. 'organization is', to ^be -f orMed /of the. various 
councils - in Alabama when;, the right type of man to' head the ^ : ■ 

group is found . lie stated that an additional 'reason- for nbV - : 
having formed the' state organization as yet is the; desire 'to I 
form a few •additional, county ’councils ; first- Inf order that., the^^- 
state organization '-Will -be more 'effective -,when formed;- • / 


' Mhil'e the various councils, in ’’the .different '‘'Alabama 
countles^rev presently ' separate "groups, this : Office will . 

. RECORDED - 44- / a S-33? 5Sr If- 

^-Bure'kdi (1,05-33955') (RM) ■ • A Q 

’2-Bi rmingham {'m ; ) do ■ i ‘Biif-lJfi.- -- ff.-.j ; Jfflk 
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Director, FBI . • 1/5/56;. : 


continue, unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau, to 
report all information concerning the various Citizens Councils 
in the main file captioned "CITIZENS. COUNCILS OF ALABAMA”,' 
Bufile 105-33955* This is being' done in view of the information 
that a state wide organization is to be formed in the not too 
distant future. 

It is noted that both PITTS and KIETIf have previously 
furnished reliable information concerning . the Citizens Councils 
to this Office. 

This matter will be followed and in the event inf or- - 
mation is received Indicating that a state organization will 
not be formed as presently planned, separate reports will then 
be submitted on each individual council. 
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, ST**NDARb FORM NO. 64 

m/ V ■ ^ ■ 


Office 


to • . DIRECTOR , PBI 


Mom ': SAC, . MOBILE. (105-121) 


.'SUBJECT: CITIZENS. COUNCILS OP’ ALABAMA 
IS-X. ' . * - 


UNITED STATES GOVER 


DATE: l/ii/56|;S2 


Mr.vBoaVWna^r_-- a 


l > w 


t life . ’ ohr:„-^~^| 

I lMr . . I\ T ease, — 1| 
Jjffip. W inter r<5WH-.. jj 
^teCRooin-^^w- | 
iMr. 'HpUoWSh=^-j 




. On ''J anuary. 5 , • lp5-6 ; i ‘.the -Dallas.' Gourf?^ ' Citi zensf * ; 
Council, Selina, Al-abama. # p';heid -$n’ - open meeting, at- the. .Belmaj 
Junior High .School attended /by:- 'a. : -reported’ 1 1 00 - member s . ( — r 

Information concerning the 'speakers and statements . made • .at. * ' h^v 1 
the meeting as reported by the- Selma Times Journal on January. 6, 
19.56 is being .set - out "below, as being of interest to the Bureau •■'••. 
andf to -the Little Ro.c'k ‘Cf fice.f Speakers. .at the meeting, in-"- . 
eluded 'the fbllowingp-v : : ' ' ■■■ "'• ■ 

IffiliflRS of the Dallas' Count:/ ^itiz-enS.. . 
Council, who pr es la ed. Gver • the. meeting ; ..' - - . -, ' . ' V j . . 


HENRY V.f<TOPCI-IER,' ; Dallas'. County, Alabama, 


invocation 


Dallas- Oounty , ' Alabama.^.-Statp ;S'en'atbr •^•AhTii'R. 0 . 
GIVxlAM Who introduced the. principal .speakers'; . -• - 

~ , = | • . . • A /&' 

■ | H ot, Spring ; S, 'Arkansas 

I, who xTiacte ! l the principal address • - 


speaker-; 


'JIM^JO&t^DN, • Cr o s s et t- . ' - Ar kan s a s . - A 1 1 br n e v 

' y ; : • ’ . ' ■ ■ /'€&&* '[ 


Aiabamaj ^lt'at e Senator . $ Ar^piTt GLEHARDT .speaker ; 


• ■ ' h.’ ALbTQ^^glTH, Attorney , .Dalla s ...County - Alabama 

concluded the meetinpr.^v-.'. - f . I. 


In bis address t 


is . reported ‘as shaving' 


at.tac ke d t he 1 a c k o f . - p &^)o|5jt < ‘^ , ©P dhe ,p.r<|]d^ §8 iii oj^iio.v emeui 
being received frpm.'Arkansas . pplit iciah&,f. newspaper s-P ..radio--.* 
and television stations .and "then in.. making ref erence, to the- 
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DIRECTOR, FBI • ' ■ 1/13/56 

Bureau, the Times Journal states that ' I I pralsed 

J. FDCAR HOOVLR's -work as head, of the FBI crediting him . 
with saving this country from losing its freedom on many . 
occasions.’' . . ' . 

The 'Times Journal then further quotes | 
as follows : i 

"But- in recent years the FBI has become 
inf iltrated by agent . n..wf.th a storm trooper com- 
• pTex who couldn't e stablish .a or i vale 'r r a c t \OcT~ ~ 

’ " rough- snocL And these ar e the kind of in di vidua ls' 

that they sent to /rkarisan to Invest ig ate the 
Ct5n?tB'TTs . *“'13'ut I tell you what needs , investigating 
Ts^ETTe’ "H aAGP. I promise you they couldn't stand 
to be checked as a Communist front or for other 
subversive activities." . 

JIM JOHNSON, described as a former Arkansas 
State Senator and now Director of. Citizens Councils in 
Arkansas, was' 1 .reported to have attacked, the NAACP and to 
have asserted that the Citizens Councils .will solve the 
integration problem in a legal and peaceful manner,- 

Alabama estate senator S All 3HC-L3HARDT called 
attention to a "move by the Justice Department to have the 
Councils investigated because they proposed to use economic 
boycotts to preserve segregation" and then drew attention to 
an economic boycott now .being pursued by Negroes in Montgomery 
Alabama against the City Bus Lines which 'is not being har- 
vest- igated. 


One copy of the article fro a the Selma Times 
Journal, 1/6/56, referred to above, is enclosed herewith, 
for the Bureau. Another - copy will be obtained and for- 
warded to Little Rock. ' ■ 
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White Council 
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F/ery addresses by two a^o - 
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j leader also made a brief address. 

J Rounds ol Applause 

I Copeland, whose entire talk was 
! punctuated with roaring rounds of 
applause, used his state as an ex- 
I ample of what Alabama would be- j 
| come if it submitted to integration * 
threats without a fight. He con- 
demned the Arkansas capital for 
being filled with “the worst mess 
of trash that ever infested a gov- 
ernmental building in the world.” 

\ The editor also branded the press j 
of that state unmercifully and told! 
his audience that newspapers can ! 
be the “biggest help or the most 
damnable curse” in the segregation 
battle. 

“So for God’s sake support your 
local newspaper as long as it sup- 
ports you,” he charged. “Don’t ever 
let it get out from under local con- 
trol.” 

Copeland said there is not a 
newspaper, radio station or televis- 
ion station, “very few preachers 
and no public- -officials- in Arkansas 
who will say they are white men 
or want anyone else to admit they 
are white.” 

The press ignores the Citizens’ 
Councils, he said, not even giving 
their meetings a mention either 
pro or con. 

Meetings Difficult 
The speaker also pointed out that 
it is difficult to procure a public 
building in his state in which to 
hold a meeting. “But let the 
NAACP hold forth,” he accused, 
_ “and the politicians will trample 
children underfoot in a rush to ge t 
up on the speakers platform and 
be identified with the move,” 

“In Arkansas it is just like it is 
in your state’s top echelon of poli- 
tics,” he said. "There is no way to 
go from the governor’s seat but up.” 
In urging all-out support of the 
Citizens’ Council move as the only 
way to fight de-segregation effec- 
| tively, Copeland assured his audi- 
[ ence that “the politicians will join 
jyou When you have the strength 
:to attract them.” 

With this remark he turned to 
several public officials seated on 
,the speakers platform and added: 
i “Gentlemen, I was not speaking 
| of you in my comments about poli- 
’ ticians, for I regard you as states- 
men. 

Courage Lacking 
“In Arkansas,” he said in ex- 
planation, “we didn’t have and still 
don’t have an office holder with 
- the courage to stand up on his own 
two feet and declare publicly he is 
a white man. 

“I asked our governor point- 
blank,” he continued, “whether or 
not he Is proud to be white. To me, 
that seemed like a simple, perfectly 
reasonable, easily-answered ques- 
tion. 

“But do you know what he said? 
—‘no comment’— and any newspap- 
erman ’knows that this could only 
mean two things: that his thinking 
was in the negative or he had no 
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ON SPEAKERS' PLATFORM — These four state senators and other public officials on the speakers' plat- 
form at a Thursday night meeting of the Dallas County Citizens' Council were labeled as “statesman, 
not politicians" by the principal speaker for the occasion. An Arkansas newspaper editor made tils 
high praise after stating that office holders in his state are afraid to stand up and admit being white 
men. Left to right they are Sen. Albert Davis, Pickens County, Sen. James Coleman, Green, Sen Sam 
Englehardt, Macon, and Sen. W. C. Givhan, Dallas. Former Wilcox County Sen. J: M. Bonner, a white 
supremacy leader in the senate for many years was also seated on the stage and recognized during 
the meeting. 
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(Continued From Page One) 

opinion on* the subject. So I 
agreed with him. 

“And apparently/’ Copeland con- 
tinued, “he's about the same caliber 
as this mess of trash you have over 
I here in this state.” 

Copeland assured, however, that 
Alabama is ahead of Arkansas in 
the segregation fight because, on a 
local level, at least, and in some 
legislators “there is enough guts for 
them to take a stand." 

Supermacy Held Goal 
He stated that if de-segregation 
in schools was the only issue at 
stake he might not be too alarmed. 
“But Negro supremacy is the ulti- 
mate objective," he declared, “and 
the federal government, Arkansas 
government, and I might as well say 
the Alabama government is nelping 
them achieve this end.” 

The speaker pointed out that in 
Arkansas, as in Alabama, practic- 
ally every education district has 
bankrupted itself to give Negroes 
not only equal but better facilities 
than the whites have. 

“But you see. they still aren’t 
satisfied,” he said. 

Supreme Court Hit 

He said that only the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the con- 
stitution are the only two of con- 
cern any longer to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court and heatedly declared, 

I “J- haye ^ othin g but contempt 'for 
I that court that handed down the 
I mixed classroom and ot£et*suis^ar 
decisions." 

I Copeland gave assurance that the 
! Citizens Council have great strength 
| by stating that without the group in 
; Arkansas every school in the north- 1 
J ern part of the state and many in j 
j the southern regions would have ' 
opened integrated last fall. 

“The will of the people is the 
supreme law of the land and what 
we stand for shapes the destiny of 
this country,” he declared. “And 
we must stand united for segrega- 
tion.” 

Copeland praised J. Edgar Hoov- 
er’s work as head of the FBI credi- 
ing him with saving this country 
from losing ii'.p ■ on m any 

occasions. 


FBI Trend Deplored 

“But in recent years theFBI has 
b epugiiv Iiifl itrated by ageift^Wllr-4 
storm trooper complex who couldn’t 
establish a private practice and en- 
j oy toting a pistol and running 
over people rough-shod, ’ he ac- 
cused. “And these are the kind of 
indivVuals that they sent to Ark- 
ansas to investigate the Councils. 

“Eut I tell you what needs in- 
vestigating is the NAACP,’’ he de- 
clared. “I promise you they couldn't 
stand Vo be checked as a Communist 
front or for other subversive act- 
ivities ” 

Johnson, former state senator and 
now director of Citizens’ Councils 
in Arkansas, accused the people of 
his state with “not wanting to know 
the truth about the NAACP.” 

“But they are learning/’ he 
promised. "At first we could get no 
support! from anyone for the Citi- 
zens’ -Council move and were even 
asked onTmany occasions not to hpld 
a meeting in a town. But now the 
people are receiving us and soon^we 
will have the strength to whip the 
politicians in line.” 

No Middle Ground 

The young attorney warned his 
listeners that there is no middle 
ground in the fight. “You are either 
for complete segregation or against 
it and you must take a stand,” he 
declared. 

“But, if there could be a middle- 
ground, the Councils are taking it,” 
he contended. “On the far left lies 
violence, for integration cannot es- 
cape violence. On the far right there 
is also violence; violence which 
will come from the man who will 
take the law in his own hands as 
a last resort.” 

“In between however,” he con- 
tinued, “lies the Citizens Councils 
which will solve the problem in a 
legal and peaceful manner. That is 
why I say, if there is a middle- 
ground, we are taking it.” 

Johnson warned that integrated 
schools can only mean an inte- 
grated faculty — “your child being 
taught "by a Negro school teacher.” 

“And what white parent could 
consent to mixed classrooms when 
he sees the future of his child un- 
folded?” he concluded. 

Sen. Englehardt, the first speaker, 
labeled Tuskegee Institute, located 
in his home rir“^r seat of 

all agitation between the races in 
this section of the south.” 


~ Englehardt, an author of a bill to 
public s^j^g^^xs- 
tem if mixed classrooms become 
mandatory told of a move by the 
justice department to have the 
Councils investigated because they 
proposed to use economic boycotts 
to preserve segregation, if neces- 
sary. 

But right now in Montgomery, 
40,000 Negroes are boycotting the 
city bus lines and between 30-40 
drivers are out of jobs as a result,” 
he said. “Where is the justice in 
| that? Why isn’t that investigated? 

: IT1 tell you why— because the 
Negroes are doing the boycotting. 

In an obvious slap at the governor 
but without calling his name, Engle- 
hardt made this remark in conclud- 
ing: “That long, lanky man in the 
northeast corner of the ground 
floor of the capital wasn’t lying 
when he made a public statement 
that Negro children wouldn’t be 
forced to attend school with vihite 
children; he Was just deceivingr ' ^ 
M. Alston Keith, former chairhian 
of th« local Council concluded! the 
meeting with a warning that “you 
can’t straddle the fence.” 

Hen :y King, recently-elected , 
chairman of the Dallas County ! 
Council, presided over the meeting ' 
and introduced Sen. Englehardt and 
others on the speakers platform. 

Sen. Walter C. Givhan introduced 
the two Arkansas speakers. 

Seated on the speakers stand 
were Probate Judge Bernard Rey- 
nolds, Mayor Chris Heinz, John T. 
Moore, Howard Long and Jim Rish- 
er, vice-chairmen of the Council, 
former state Senator J. M. Bonner, 
Wilcox County; Sen. Albert Davis’ 
Pickens and Sen, James Coleman, 
Green, and Henry W. Fancher, 
Southside, who gave the invocation. 
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ALABAMA CITIZENS COUNCILS 
t - INTERNAL SEC UR ITT - X 

RCurlet dated January 13, 1956 . 


By letter dated January 17, 1956, the 
Mobile Office was instructed to furnish the Bureau 
promptly a list of the names of the individual councils 
in Alabama . That office was instructed thereafter to 
follow closely the situation concerning the possible 
formation of a state-wide organisation and to keep 
the Bureau promptly informed of action being taken 
in that regard , 


The Birmingham Office is instructed to 
do likewise . 
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SAC,- Birmingham ( 105-272) 


SUBJECT: ^ ALABMA^^ 

■- ~ INTERNAL SECURITY - X. v ; - 


... ; Re Buie t to Birmingham, oopy to Mobile, 12/19/55, attd 

Mobile letter to Bureau, 1/5/56*. ' 

The Citizens Counoil at Tarrant City, Alabama, is 
the only Council of thig type, known to have been organized in 
the Birmingham territory. Indications are that, others will 
possibly be organized, J. H, WHITLEY, Tarrant City dCiiggist,' 
and President of Tarrant Citizens. Counoil, when, contacted in 
another, connection recently, volunteered the information that 
Tarrant City Council is an autonomous organization at this time . 
although it ig loosely connected with the White Citizens 
Counoils in South Alabama and Mississippi, He said Tarrant 
Citizens Counoil is not affiliated with American States Rights 
Association of Birmingham. 

It will be appreciated if the Bureau will send to 
Birmingham a copy of any letter answering Mobile letter of 
1/5/56, It has been ascertained that the same planning exists . 
in the Birmingham terr i tory as exists in the Mobile area • 

ACE CARTER, formerly connected with American States Rights 
Association, recently voluntarily furnished the information 
that he is. organizing White Citizens Counoils in Northern 
Alabama; that a state -wide organization is being planned as soon 
as the proper leader , can be found. CARTER said the Tarrant 
C ity C ounoil is self-governing at this time • ^ 

However, a separate report will be submitted in the 
near future, on the Citizens Counoil of Tarrant, Alabama, 

* inasmuch as it is at present, an autonomous organization. " 
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RECORDED -47 


f ALABAMA CITIZENS COUNCILS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


Rear let January 25* 1956, In which you reported 
on a meeting held on January 1 ?» 1956, to organize a 
Citizens Council in Eastern Birmingham. 

You are instructed to advise whether this 
organization Is autonomous or whether It is connected 
with one of the proaegregation organizations about which 
you have previously advised the Bureau. 
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. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


^■-.r ...... 

TO : . Director, FBI 




DATE:.. X- 



OM, 


SUBJECT 


SAC , Birmingham 


; ,i 


ALABAMA CITIZENS. COUNCILS 
INTERNAL SECURITY .« X : , y 


& 

«*■ 



Remylet January 13, 1?56« 

According to an article in the: "Birnrijigham News" ---for Ua&ua'ty.- . ' 
17, 1956, ah estimated 1500 persons, from various eastern section 
conmunities of Birmingham, met to organise, a Citizens Council; in . 
Eastern Birmingham. State Sector ; V^T©q^JN!AN, ayeteranoftwenty 
years in the Alabama Le^siatwe, said that "We must: use strict 
action* Violence can only bring bad will. And we need the good will of 
the nation," Senator GIVHAN predicted that before the end of 1956 ; 

there, will be 200.000 members of the^iti seris Councils in Alabama, 
Referring to Alabama U « S, ^Senators J5HS SPARKMA N and LIsf^^HH^, he 
quoted as saying "Vfety® ndc heard much from, them" on the segregation** 
integration issues* • ACfe^H^RTER, Birmingham service station man, 
allegedly made a fiery talJc*^ Senator GIVHAN was further quoted as 
saying "The reason we* re here and the reason we've’ fought these battles 
is your little boy and your little girl* That's what we're fighting 
for. We're going to keep theselittle whiteboys and theselittle 
white girls pure. We' re going to do it legally, i There is no other 
way than legally," : ' - 


sources. 
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Birmingham will follow this matter through established 


2 Bureau ( 105-33955)“ (RM) 
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SAC, Mobile (105-121) /< February 3* 1956 


Director* FBI (105*33955) 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITt - I 


Beurlet January 27, 1956 , in which you set forth 
the names of seven <6ttt sens <Foune its which have been 
formed in your territory * 

While i ts is realised that all of these organisations 
may be consolidated into a state-wide organisation it does 
not appear that this action will be tafcen in the near 
future , therefore * you are instructed to open a separate 
case file on each of the seven organisations listed in the 
referenced letter* Discreet inquiries should be initiated 
concerning these groups and a separate report containing 
the results thereof should be submitted on each . Tour 
inquiries should be conducted . in accordance with instructions 
set forth in SAC Letter 55-66* 

In the event a state-wide organisation is formed 
and all these organisations merye. with that organisation 
the separate cases con be closed and thereafter each of 
them can be reported in connection with the state-wide 
organisation * 


oc -' Birmingham (For Information) 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 




TO 

£rom 


Director, FBI (105-33955) 


DATE: 1/27/56 




SAC, Mobile (105-121) 


subject: '-'CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
IS - X 


ReBulet to Mobile, dated 1/17/56, instructing that 
the Bureau be. furnished with a list of the individual Councils 
in Alabama, and that the situation be closely followed as to 
formation of a -state-wide organization. 

The following individual Councils have been organized 
in this portion of Alabama covered by the Mobile Division: 

1) Dallas County Citizens Council 

2) Hale County Citizens Council 

3) Perry County Citizens Council 

4) Marengo County Citizens Council 

5) Wilcox County Citizens Council 

6) Butler County Citizens Council 

7) Central Alabama Citizens Council 

Information was previously developed reflecting 
formation of Councils in Macon and Montgomery Counties, although 
these Councils were consolidated into the Central Alabama 
Citizens Council. Mobile will continue to report on the above 
mentioned Councils 4M& reports bearing the title of this com- 
munication. The Bureau will be kept informed as to the action 
taken toward formation of a state-wide organization and in the 
event same is not done, the Bureau will be notified and separate 
fil'd s opened on each of the above listed Councils.' 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : Director, FBI 

^rom 'i 34 C> . Mobile ■ 
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. INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


ReMomemo to. Bureau 1/27/56. ; ^ - v : '. •; b ,0 : / b ■ .! 

Rev. ROBERT E; HUGHES:, State Director, Ala. Council 
on Human Relations /Mont gomery, Ala ; , advised 1/30/56 that be 

he recently learned from ! L who : ;b7c 

Interviewed Hon.-: SAM^EMGLEHART, Chairman, Central Ala. Citizens 
Council, that a public iheeting will be held 2/9/56 at the 
•Coliseum, Montgomery, ■' at which plans will be announced for 
forming & st at e . organization of . captioned group. Senator 
; JAMES 0 ^EASTLAND will be featured speaker at that meeting. . 

Rev.- HUGHES will attend, . and will furnish details of state . - 

organization as announced at the meeting. Bureau will be b; b 
advised, b: /%dtk _• ^ ; ■- 


W - Bureau ( 105-3395 5 ) ( RM) 
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to : Director > FBI (105-3395$) 


UNITED STATEfS GOVERNMENT 


• : P^te: February 2, 1956 



from SAC, - Birmingham (105-272 ) y 


subject : , CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
. BIRMINGHAM DIVISION ^ - 

. . is - x • 


^ On February .1, 1956, | ^ | 

, Bessemer, Alabama, furnished the Birmingham Office with- a 
leaflet which he said was distributed at. Besse mer; The leaflet • 
purports to be a speech of | |, Professor of Howard 

University, Washington, D. C., aV f a National Association for th e • 
Advanceme nt of Colored People meeiing at Jackson, Missis sippi. \ 
works for i I and is also 

a ministerial student; He said he received the leaflet from a fellow 
employee, whom he did not name. V.- • . ■ 

; Above mentioned leaflet :is enclbsed foir to informa- 
tion of. the 'Bureau. rv - - ' ■ 
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I I . .Professor Howard University Washington, D. C. 

Speaking at N.A.A.C.P. meeting in Jackson, Mississippi 


"N.A.A.C.P. is affording you the leadership. . . .emancipation is how at hand. 
White and methodist women have approved our demand for equality. When our 
demands have become an actuality. . .we will honor the leaders of Mississippi 
with blunt persecution. We demand that the War and Navy departments 
eliminate Jim Crow. Our good friend Marshall Zukov reported to Stalin 
that he could neyer unders-fcs^ npgro fought for America 

thhb so long as theU. S> had those s^endid negro soldiers they could 
neverwhip America. The negro is the .white man' s supef ior . The negro 
has always excelled. There has never been a white .man who coxild compete 
with Jackie Robinson — Nat King Cole. Ralph Bunche. . .Duke Ellington.... 

We demand the abolition of all state laws which forbid intermarriage of 
the different races. We demand the removal of the last vestige of barriers. 
The whole world knows that the white man prefers the negro woman. The 
white women have been subjected to persecution and restriction. The recent 
announcement by white women's church organizations serves notice they intend 
to strike their own shackles. It is well known that the white woman is 
dissatisfied with the white man, and they along with us demand the right 
to win and love the negro men of their choice, so they can proudly tell 
the world he is my man... a man in every respect. The average negro man 
has adopted the attitude that why buy a cow when he can get plenty of 
mountain butter for nothing . We demand the right for every negro man or 
woman to marry the white of his or her choice, if he can find one fit 
— • to marryv- i ic am-proudr-of my negro* heritage . .-iand I will not mix-'that negro -j- 
blood with the stock of an inferior race. x 

And now allow me to bring you the good news of Arkansas . Winthron ^RUcke-- 

f eller, our good friend. . .has assured us that the Governor, Orville ' 

...is our friend and will be anxious to meet all our demands though play- 
ing along with the segregationists .. .will do all he demands of him. . .and_ 
all we demand of him. . .he has promised that we will have representation 
and control of the State Democratic Committee and that we will dominate 
that Committee in organization. He has promised us representation and 
control in the State Educational Department. . .You can imagine what bene- 
fits will accrue to the negro from this appointment. . .he has promised he 
will appoint negro tp Alcoholic Control Board. . .he has promised to remove 
the hideous word "colored" from all toilets and water fountains he has' 
promised that during his second term. . .the Adjutant General of the Arkansas 
National Guard will be an outstanding negro . He has promised us that 
negroes will be integrated into all state colleges. He has promised not 
to approve any legislation until it is approved by our own the honorable 
I. S. McClendon. Promised to appoint negroes to the State Pardon and 
Paroles Board. . . .will fill vacancy on Arkansas University Board with a 
negro. . . .and the chaplain in the next Arkansas legislature will be an 
outstanding negro minister. Now hear this we will absolutely control 
the next electron m Arkansas ooo...oo.ft»®«.o..e*...eo.o' 
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If you wish to help prevent this aim of N.A.A.C.P. contact Citizen's Council 


P. ; 0. Box 6221 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


N’l 31 


Citizens Council organized at Tarrant, Ala. on 11-19-55T JOHN H. WHITLEY, . 
druggist of Tarrant, elected President. According to newspaper article, 

WHITLEY said, "We want to put pressure on politicians who are not upholding 
segregation." Tarrant Council held public meeting 1-7-56 with 500-600 
present. Informants advise that several individuals present are members or 
ex-members of Tarrant Klavern No. 15, Ku Klux Klan. Citizens Council organized 
in East Birmingham on 1-17-56, with estimated 15Q0 individuals present. 

Citizens Council reportedly organized in Central Park section <5n 1-27-56, to 
be known as West Central Park Citizens Council. 
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DETAILS: 


AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


The "Birmingham News," a daily newspaper, published an 
article on November 9, 1955# entitled. "Tarrant Group Patterns itself 
along White Council Line," This article stated that a Citizens Council 
was being organized at Tarrant to "help put pressure" on public officials 
to maintain segregation of the N r*aces, The article stated that JOHN H. 
WHITLEY, Tarrant druggist; advised that the Tarrant Council would be pat- 
terned after White Citizens Councils in Mississippi. Mr. WHITLEY was 
subsequently quoted in this article that "We want to put pressure on poli- 
ticians who are not upholding segregation." 

According to an article published in the "Birmingham News" 
for November 21, 1955, a Citizens Council was organized at. Tarrant, Alabama^ 
on the night of November 19, 1955* JOHN H^WHITLEY, Tarrant druggist^ was ' 
elected President. '/ 


Birmingham Confidential Informant T-l of unknown reliability, 
advised on January 11, 1956, that he attended a meeting of the Citizens 
Council of Tarrant at the Recreation Hall in Tarrant on the night of Janu- 
ary 7, 1956* He said it was an open meeting and that anyone might attend 
who so desired. Informant said that Tfavarand I Ippanarf the meet*- 

ing with a prayer. T-l said he knows Reverend to be ' p. member j 

of Tarrant City Klavern- No, 1 5 of the knights of the' * Ku Klmr KlanV Informant 
estimated that there were between 500 and 600 individuals present at . this 
meeting. He stated that Dr» J. N^jHITLEY, druggist of Tarrant, and recently 
elected President of the "Tarrant Citizens Council, presided at this meeting. 
Informant said that ASA CARTER, organizer for the White Citizens Councils in 
Northern Alabama, made a short talk in favor of segregation; that he played 
a record of an alleged National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People meeting at Jackson, Mississippi. T-l said that a man was talking 
on the record about the white people and the Negro people in Mississippi. 

T-l said that the man sounded like a Negro talking. T-l' said that the 
speaker on the record stated in essence that some Negro men were tired of 
their Negro wives and some Negro women were tired of their Negro husbands; 
that if they wanted to take white spouses, they should be allowed to do so 
if they could find any white people fit to marry. T-l said that as this 
part of the record was played, the sound of. laughter and shouts could be 
heard. Alabama State Senator SAM ENGLEHARDT of Mahon County, c Alabama, 
made a talk attacking Communism and mentioned that Marshal ZUKOV of Russia, 
has prasied Negro soldiers and said they were better than white soldiers. 

T-l stated he saw the following individuals whom he knows' 
as jnembers of Tarrant Klavern No. 15# Knights of the Ku KluxKLan. presen t 
at. tha nHnva m^n+.-innfiH mapt-M n<r of the^T arrant Citize ns Council': I | 

L andl L T-l said that! T rtL 
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is emplo yed by I 

I is an employee of 


and that 


T-l further stated that individuals representing the 
communities of Central Park, East Lake and Center Point were present at 
the above meeting on the night of January 11. 1956 . T -l said he has heard 
that | I, was prominently /! l-J 

mentioned as . a possible president of a citizens council at Roebuck, a 
community in East Birmingham. 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T-2, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised in the Spring of 1954, that the 
name JOHN H. WHITLEY, not further identified, appeared on a membership list 
of the Dr. L. S. Fennell Ku Klux Klan No. 1$ of Tarrant, Alabama, for the 

yearl951 - Ms 

The Ku Klux Klan has been/cited by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Birmingham News'* for January 10, 1956, published an 
article entitled, "Citizens Council Hears Plans for Maintaining Segrega- 
tion". This article stated that several hundred members of the Tarrant 
Citizens Council heard Alabama State Senator SAM ENGELHARDT, JR., of Macon 
County, author of "Segregation Legislation," speak of similar citizens ' 
groups in other sections of Alabama and the South. -The article stated 
that Senator ENGELHARDT spoke on Saturday night, January 7, 1956, at Tarrant, 
Alabama. He indicated that plans are being shaped .to help maintain segre- 
gation of the races in Alabama. , The article quoted- JOHN H. WHITLEY, Tarrant 
druggist. Council President, %q the effect that a recording of a National 
Association for the-Advancement of Colored People meeting at Jackson, Mis- 
sippi was played "to give further proof to our members of that organization's 
aims." WHITLEY was further quoted as saying, "Our council is fighting not - 
only to help maintain segregation in our schools, and in our parks and play- 
grounds, but we are waging a fight on Communism." WHITLEY said, according 
to this article, that the Tarrant Council now had more, than 300 members 
and that a membership fee of $3.00 is charged those whp join, which money 
is used for mailing expenses. This article indicated that CURR'|%iJBB is 
V ice-Enes ide nt and EAR|^AILEY i s Secretary-Treasurer _o f the Tarrant. Citizens 
Council. “r “ j 


<fj\ EAS ^BIRMINGHAM CITIZENS COUNCIL . 

According to an article in the "Birmingham News" for Janu- 
ary 17, 1956, an estimated 1500 persons from various eastern section com- 
munities of Birmingham met to organize a citizens council in Eastern 
Birmingham. State Senator WALTER GIVAN, a veteran of 20 years in the 
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Alabama Legislature said, "We must use strictly legal action. Violence 
can only bring bad will and we need the good will of the nation.'* Senator 
GIVHAN predicted that before the end of 1956, there will be 200,000 members 
of the Citizens Councils in Alabama, According to the above mentioned 
article. Senator GIVHAN stated, that, "We've not heard much from them", re- 
ferring to U. S. Senators -^0M SPARKMAN -and LISTER HILL of Alabama.. Ac- 
cording to the article, ASA^pARTER, Birmingham service station man, allegedly 
made a fiery talk. Senator VGIVHAN was further quoted as saying, "The reason 
we're here and the reason we fought these battles is your little. boy and 
yqur little girl. That's what we're fighting for. We're going to keep these 
little white boys and these little white girls pure. We're going to do it 
legally. There is no other way than legally." 


Birmingham Confidential Informant T-3, another governmental 
agency conducting intelligence investigations, advised on January 13, 1956, 
that it had obtained some literature concerning the organizational meeting 
of the East Birmingham Citizens Council, referred to above. This literature 
included a letter which is as follows: 

"Dear Fellow Citizen: 

"The first open meeting of the Citizen? Council the Eastern 
Section of Birmingham, will be held at the Cascade Plunge, 68th 
Street and Second Avenue, South, on Monday night January loth at 
8 P.M. 

"This meeting will feature an address by State Senator WALTER C. 

GIVHAN of Safford, Ala., with information. on segregation and the 
recent regional meeting of the Federation for Constitutional Govern- 
ment) and also an explanation of the Citizens Council movement by 
ACE CARTER, executive secretary, North Alabama, Citizens Councils. 

"You will be given an opportunity to associate yourself with this 
movement - an opportunity to ACTIVELY support segregation. 

"Nothing can be done individually, but much can be done collectively. 

"Many have said that it will never happen here, BUT the University 
of Alabama has been ORDERED to admit Negroes beginning this month. 

"We know that big money is against us, but no amount of money can 
whip a determined organization of white people, if we will organize. 


"THIS WE CAN DO — THIS WE ARE DOING. 

"If you are unalterably opposed to integration we need you and you 
need us, 

i 
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“Plan now to attend this meeting and bring a friend. Member- 
ship is open only to white men and women of determination. 

^CITIZENS COUNCIL 
EASTERN SECTION OF BIRMINGHAM. 1 * 

The above mentioned literature contained a reprint allegedly 
from “Twin City Sentinel," Winston-Salem, North Carolina, August 31, 1 955, 
entitled "Intermarriage to Follow Integration, Man Thinks “• This article 
quoted ALBERT At^ENNEDY, a graduate of the South Carolina , State College 
and State Counselor for the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, to the effect that, "once the two races are integrated, 
intermarriage is the natural consequence." Also in this literature was 
a reprint of an article entitled, "Land of , One Race", allegedly taken from 
the "Washington Afro-American News.” T-3 said that. the literature included 
a large photograph of a Negro soldier and a white girl, posed together, and 
underneath the picture, the following article: 


"A, few minutes before this picture was taken, a marriage 
license was issued to them in the Winnebago County Courthouse. 
About 20 minutes later they were married. 


“The b ride 1 s name was L age 18, 

|, Madison, Wis. The groom was ! ' | 

j 23, stationed at T ruax Field outsid e of Madison. His 
home address was given as | | , Chicago, HI. 

"They had known each other for two years before de- 
ciding to become ma n and wife. Both were happy to be photographed 
and the lovely Miss | | > unfearful of sharp tongues 

which might be aimed at the marriage, s weetly sa id: 'I'm not 

afraid of what people will say. I love | | 8 ." 

- yTxWEST CENTRAL PARK CITIZENS COUNCIL . ' 


x T-3, above mentioned, advised on January 25, 1956, that it 
had received some literature concerning a proposed meeting of the West 
Central Park Citizens Council, to be held in Birmingham on January 27, 
1956. T-3 said this literature contained an application for membership 

in the West Central Park Citizens Councilj that this application indicated 
dues to be $3»00, which should be returned to P. 0. Box 3755, West End 
Branch, Birmingham, Alabama. This material contained a letter similar 
to the letter set out above in connection with the East Birmingham 
Citizens Council. This letter stated: "We say integration will never 

happen, BUT, already the University of Alabama has been ordered to admit 
all Negroes. Do you think integration will stop there? 
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"If Negroes are permitted to attend school with our 
children, what is to prevent them from mixing at social functions... 
and doesn't it naturally follow that if they are allowed to as- 
sociate with our children in every phase of their lives that 
courtships, love and marriage could result? 

"We say it will never happen and yet our governor, JIM 
F0LS0N, has stated, while in the company of a Negro congressman 
from New York, that it is inevitable and there is nothing you can 
do about it . The Citizens Council movement says there is some- ~ 
thing you can do about it...." 

This literature also contained what appeared to be a re- 
print of an article by PAUL ROBESON, entitled "Mississippi Today - History 
in the Making." A reprint from the "Daily Worker" of May 26, 1928,. set- 
ting forth some demands being made by the Communist Party. This article 
contained the following: 

"The Communist Party considers it as its historic 
duty to unite all workers regardless of their color against 
the common enemy, against the master class. The negro race 
must understand that capitalism means racial oppression and 
Communism means social and racial equality." 

The Communist Party has been cited by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10^50. 

T-3 said this literature contained one page entitled, 

"What You Can Do . as an Individual to Preserve White America! i" also 
one reprint of a page containing photographs of white girls. and Negro 
men and Negro women and white men. One of these photographs appears to 
be a picture of AVA GARDNER, the movie actress, and a Negro man. Below 
these photographs of mixed couples is the following: "If our buildings, 

our highways, our railroads should be wrecked, we could rebuild them. 

If opr cities should be destroyed, out of the very ruins we could erect 
newer knd greater ones. Even if our armed might should be crushed, we 
could rear sons who would redeem our power. But if the blood of our white 
race should become corrupted and mingled with the blood of Africa, then 
the present greatness of the United States of America would be destroyed 
and all hope for the future would be forever gone. The maintenance of 
American civilization would be as inpossible for a negroid America as would- 
the redemption and restoration of the white man's blood which had been 
mixed with that of the Negro." .. ’ ^ 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Identity 
of Source 


T-l: 


T-2: 


T-3: CIC 


Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 
Received Furnished 


Re Citizens Council 1-11-56 CHARLES B. 
of Tarrant, Ala. STANBERI. 


KLan membership of 
JOHN H. WHITLEY 


Region IV, 111th East Birmingham 
Det., Birmingham Citizens Council 


n 


Re literature of 
West Central Park 
Citizens Council 


Febru- 

a ry* 

March & . . 

April,. ,195k. 


Re literature of 1-13-56 


1-25-56 


CHARLES B. 
STANBERY 


CHARLES B. 
STANBERY 


File Number 

where 

Located 

105-281-7 


BH 65-398-1092, 

p. 610 


BH 105-272 


BH 105-272 


CAREFUL CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO EACH SOURCE CON- 
CEALED AND "T" SYMBOLS .WERE USED IN. THIS, REPORT ONLY IN, THOSE INSTANCES 
WHERE THE IDENTITIES. OF THE SOURCES MUST BE CONCEALED. ' / . ~ r 


A copy of this report is furnished to the Memphis, Mobile 
and New Orleans Offices because of similar activity in these divisions. 


THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISION 


LEADS 


At Birmingham, Alabama 

Will continue to report on activities of subject organi- 
zation. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


b2 

h6 

hlC 

b7D 



~ 7 



• § 


BH 10^-272 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


REFERENCE: Bureau Letter to Birmingham dated January 5* 1956 , in 

the case entitled, “Citizens Councils, Tarrant, 
Alabama? Internal Security - X,“ Bureau. file 
105-1)3031. 

Birmingham Letter to Bureau dated January 13, 1956, in 
the case entitled,. “Alabama Citizens Councils? 
Internal Security --X,“ Bureau file 105-33955* 

Bureau Letter to Birmingham dated January 27# 1956, in 
the case entitled, “Alabama Citizens Councils? 
Internal Security -.X." 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



g STANDARD FORM NO. £4 ~ " 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to : Director, FBI (105-33955) 


bATE: February 2, 1955 


: SAC, Birmingham ( 105-272 ) 


subject: U CITIZENS COUNCILS OF' ALABAMA, 
BIRMINGHAM DIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITf - X 


Rebulet to Birmingham dated January 5 , 1956, in the case 
entitled "Citizens Councils, Tarrant, Alabama j , Internal Security - X.” 

Referenced letter requested that a report suitable for dis- 
semination be submitted to reach the Bureau ho later than February 6, 
1956, concerning Citizens Council at Tarrant, Alabama. 

At the present time there are only three known Citizens 
Councils in the Northern District Of Alabama— the Tarrant, Alabama 
Council, the East Birmingham and the West Central Park Councils. 

Both. Birmingham and Mobile have received information and have ad- 
vised the Bureau that apparently all Councils in Alabama will shortly 
be consolidated into one State organization. Mobile has advised the 
Bureau that they will continue to submit reports under the general 
caption, "Citizens Councils; of Alabama; Internal Security - X** unless 
advised to the contrary. Mobile has also advised that when the State 
organization is perfected, the Bureau will be advised and a determina- 
tion can be made as to the proper office of origin. In view of the 
above information, it was deemed feasible for the. Birmingham Office 
to submit a report under the caption "Citizens Councils of Alabama, 
Birmingham Division; Internal Security - X“ and set forth information 
which has been received concerning the three councils in the Birmingham 
territory. Birmingham will be carried as office of origin in. the 
above . mentioned file unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 

ASA CARTER, who is organizing White Citizens Councils in 
Northern Alabama, has recently stated publicly that he intends to 
set up a state-wide organization in Alabama . when the proper leader vjxj 
can be found. If this is true, it will only be a short time ap- ^ 

parently until all the Citizens Councils are consolidated into one 
state-wide organization in Alabama. 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to Birmingham dated 
January 27, 1956, in the case entitled "Alabama Citizens Councils; 
Internal Security * , 

;^2^tCc«au (Encls-^^R&GISTERED 
T^Mbbile (105-121 ) REGISTERED (Encl-1 ) ^(2 ' — . 

n is : m 

CBSsMFL ' — HaaSt 
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BH 105-272 

. Referenced letter of January 27, 1956 refers to a letter ' 
from the Bureau to Mobile dated’ January 17, 1956, in ■which the Mobile 
Office was. instructed to furnish the Bureau promptly with a list of 
the names of the individual Councils in Alabama and to follow closely 
the situation concerning the possible formation of a state-wide 
organization and to keep the Bureau informed of action being taken 
in that regard. The Birmingham Office was instructed to do likewise. 

The desired information has been set forth above and the 
Birmingham Office will closely follow the situation concerning the 
possible formation of a state-wide organization, in this matter. 


ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU: 


Six copies report of SA CHARLES B. STANBERX, 
Birmingham, dated February 2, 1956, captioned 
"Citizens Councils of Alabama, Birmingham 
Division; Internal Security - X." 


ENCLOSURE TO MOBILE:, . One copy report of SA STANHERY as described 

above. 


■- ' * s 


| \ cc Li aison Secti on 

cc Mr. I I 


% To; 


Bate; February 8, X9?& 


Director of Special Investigations 

The Inspector General 

Department of the Air Force BY 

Building Tempo E 

4th and Adams Drive, S. W» 

Washington, D. C* 


BY CO BRIER SERVICE 


From; 


Subject 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

CITI2EMS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 

IhHERNAL security - X 





Tolson ! 

B,oardman __ 

Nichols _ 

Belmont— 

Harbo __ 

Mohr 

Parsons — _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

ffinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room 
Holloman — 
Gandy 


On January 2J>, 1956, a Special Agent of the 
Office of Special Investigations, Craig Air Force Base, 

Selma, Alabama, contacted the Mobile Office of this 
Bureau for the purpose of securing a list of the members 
of the citizens council in Dallas County, Alabama* Reportedly 
this information was needed in connection with -A. 'letter ' 
dated January 24, 1956, addressed to the Commanding Officer 
of Craig Air Force Base which was signed ” Anonymous” and 
An which it was alleged that ^civilians who are associated 
With an organization whose ala is to-- promote racial 
segregation** had recently been employed in the civilian 
■personnel.; off iceof that base* ; the anonymous sender of the 


insturing fair and just treatment for Negroes* 

The Mobfele Office of this Bureau advised the 
Special Agent of the Office of Special Invest lgationis J 


:Asf special Investigations in investigative reports* 


/*•;:• .'The above is being furnished you forjywSr 
.information*',' Four investigative reports concerning 
the Citizens Councils of Alabama have been furnished 
you by'this Bureau. 


CFW :dl j LS^^jL 
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BY , G6UR'^ ^ vCl 

09 FEB : 9 
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STANDARD cORH,yO. 64 





ce Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


: Director, FBI (105-33955) 

from :\^SAC, Mobile (105-121) 

SUBJECT: (^CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


DATE: 1/30/56 


On i/25/56, [ 


], Sp eC :L a i Agent, OSI/ 


Craig Air Force Base, exhibited the following quoted letter': 

"Jan. 24, 1956 

"Commanding Officer 
Craig- Air Base 
Selma, Alabama 

"Dear Sir: 

"We are a group of negro civilians employed at 
Craig Air Base. We have just learned that civilians 
who are associated with an organization whose aim is 
to promote racial segregation have recently been 
employed in the Civilian Personnel Office. How can 
the policy of the Federal Government regarding fair 
employment practices be enforced when personnel respon- 
sible for classification, hiring and promotions have 
publically displayed prejudice against the negro. 

"We earnestly solict your help for we know that 
as a representative of the Federal Government you will 
• insure us fair and just treatment. 


be 

b7i 


ALL 

HERE 

a&r; 


"We, in appreciation, must remain 

’'Respectfully , 
Annonymous " 




\N) ^ The envelope was postmarked "Selma x , Ala., Jan. 25, 

v? »^7:30 A.M." Three one (1) cent stamps were used as postage, 
envelope was addressed to;:' 



1956, 
The 



"Col. HARRY HAWTHORN 
Craig Air Base 
Selma, Alabama " 




- Bureau (105-33955) (REGISTERED MAIL) 11 
1 - Mobile (105-121) __ " 

JTB-bjw 







^ 

** ^ Aik 

* t:*-; ; • 

■* ■ - ■ t 


Director, FBI (105-33955) 1/30/56 


I 1 stated that Col. HAWTHORNE had requested the 

OSI office at Craig AFB to ascertain the names of all the 
civilian personnel employed in the Civilian Personnel Office. 
Thereafter, HAWTHORNE stated he would like to know if any of 
those persons so employed were members of the local White 
Citizens Council in Dallas County, Ala. He merely wants this 
information as background in the event the allegations are made ' 
again. 

... I ~l related HAWTHORNE expressly stated- -this infor- 

mation and letter must remain confidential and no active or 
open investigation was to be made. 

I "l advised he plans to obtain the names of the 

individuals employed in the Civilian Personnel Office in an 
after hour search of the base locator files, in that way avoiding 
any inquiring of personnel in the locator office. 

\ 

I ~l stated he thought perhaps the FBI had a roster 

of £he membership in the local Whi te Citize ns Council and a cross 
check could be made of the names. I l also advised he could 

discreetly ascertain if such alle ged incid ents have taken place 
which would cause such a letter. I stated he would 

immediately keep this agent informed of any further activity.. 

I ~| was advised that OSI has been furnished with 

investigative reports in this matter and all pertinent available 
information has been furnished OSI. 

The above is submitted for information of the Bureau. 
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Mr. Rose) 


• UNITED STATES •VERNMENT 

** •• 

DATS: 2—10—56 


nos • Mr, Prle 




RACIAL SITUATION 
MDNTQOHER?, ALABAMA 


This is to record that at 50 p.m. on 2-10-56, Supe rvisor/ 
]of the Civil Rights Unit was telephonically advised by 




A* B. Caldvell, Chief, Civil Rights Section, Cri m inal Division, 
that Caldwell had received a telephone call from Thurgood. Marshall, 
Qeaaral Counsel of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Cdlered People. According to Caldwell, Marshall was referring to 
a netting scheduled to be held in Montgomery, Alabama. Caldwell 
was going to furnish a memorandum to the Bureau regarding the 
conversation. Caldwell stated he had mentioned the conversation to 
Olney and Olney felt the information should be forwarded to the 
Bureau. Caldwell requested no action . Memorandum submitted for infor- 
mation. * 

The attached memorandum fromjbhe Criminal Division ms 

received at $: 06 p.m., and contains a description of the conversation 
between Marshall and Caldwell. The transcript indicates that Eastland 

[ (probably Senator James Eastland of Mississippi) is going to be at 
a meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, and that individuals who had been 
arrested in connection with th e demons tat i on at the University of 
Alabama over the attendance of I I at the University, would 

speak at the Montgomery meeting. By telet ype 2-8-56 the Birmingham 
. Office advised that a meeting of the White Cit 


b6 

b7C 


| Scheduled to be h eld in Montgomery. Alah 
flayriela, Marshal, university of Ar&tiama 

Had adv ised the Mobile Office that [ 

I L both of Montgomery, had sought permission to use public 


elicev 
]and[ 


1 was 

Allen 
caloosa. Alabama f 


ess system of the University of Alabama campus 2-7-56 to 
vertlse such meeting. Marshall fanned there would be trouble at the 


i 


' : As this concerns the meeting of the White Citizens Council, 4 

this information has been brought to the attention of the Internal 5 

Security Section of the Domestic Intelligence Division, for any | 

necessary, action. Fu% „ ISHr! > Smc^, r y Zee.™? 5 , 

f)T X liaise . 

, it > ~ v., i ' r ■ - ■ "7““, — 

- ■.•OL2BWD 


. , , I4J 

'•tl 1 - Mr. Baumgardner •••' ''‘r/j&fc?) 


CLMxpms 
(7) 





{•ffEB3K>19S56. 


SEE ADEBNDUM, PAGE TWO 

feb^i W : ~ 
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ADDENDUM DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 


- ^-)0~sC 


At 6:45 p.m. 2/10/56, SAC Fred Hallford at Mobile was 
telephonically advised by Inspector Joseph A. Sizoo of information 
that there may be trouble at the meeting tonight in Montgomery 
as received by the Department from Thurgood Marshall. Hallford 
was instructed to have no agents participate in any way in this 
meeting and for agents to stay clear of this matter. Hallford was 
also instructed to advise the Bureau telephonically in the event 
a racial disturbance occurs and to advise Bureau by teletype of 
results of meeting in event there is no disturbance. Hallford 
also advised there Is no need to notify local police concerning 
this matter, inasmuch as they are no doubt cognizant of the potential 
for violence due to the current racial situation in Montgomery. 

, $ 8 "- 

Upon receipt of N information relative to this meeting, 

^ t Jfl*it will be furnished the Department and interested Government 
" l^yagencles. It was not considered advisable to make tape 
®^recording of this meeting as suggested by Thurgood Marshall nor 
was it believed advisable to contact Senator Eastland's office 
regarding this matter. 

Mr. Boardmsn and Mr. Nichols were advised of the above 
action and agreed. 


CFW:mk 



ADDENDUM: (2/11/56) 


Alabama 


As of 2:00 P.M. 'today V*d vice has not been receive 

Office with reference to last night's meeting 
however, news releases reflect that Senator Eastland did address a Whitt 
Citizens Council rally in Montgomery last evening and there was *J9 
information in the releases indicating any type of a racial incident 

occurred . 
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(EASTLAND ) 



MONTuOMtRY, ALA. --SEN. JA"TS \ F A^TLAND TOLD A WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL 
RALLY HERE. TONICHT THAT "EVERY COUNTY. EVERY CITY AND EVERY COMMUNITY" 
V VST ''RC4NI2E TO FTG»T RACIAL INTEGRATION. 


THE MISS 135 IP°I DEMOCRAT, SNEAKING TO A LARGE CROWD ojr SEGREGATIONISTS 
AT THE HUGE STATE AGRICULTURAL COLISEUM, PRAISED THE ALABAMA 
LEGISLATURE FOR PASSING AN- "INTERPOSITION* RESOLUTION WHICH DECLARES 
THAT THE U.S, SUPREME COURT SEGREGATION RULINGS ARE "NULL, VOID AND OF 
NO EFFECT" IN ALABAMA. 

"GENERATIONS YET UNBORN WILL BLESS YO’JR NA V E, " EASTLAND SAID OF 
THE LEGISLATURE. 

"YOU HAVE ASSERTED IN 3 LAIN AND UNEQUIVOCAL LANGUAGE THAT THE 
°£OPLE OF ALABAMA WILL NOT BE SUBJECTED TO JUDICIAL TYRANNY BY A 
NINE-MAN OLIGARCHY THAT HAS DEPARTED FROM EVERY PRECEDENT OF LAW AND 


REASON , * 

ALABAMA GOV, JA*ES E. FOLSOM SAID EARLIER TODAY AT A PRESS CONFERENCE 
THAT HE HAS NO OBJECTIONS JO ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE WHITE CITIZENS 
COUNCILS BUT ADDED THAT "NOTHING BASED on HATE CAN EXIST FOR ANY LENGTH^ 


OF TIME IN A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY." 

"I FAVOR WHITE COUNCILS, RED AND BLACK COUNCILS," THE GOVERNOR 
SAID. BUT HE ADDED THAT "I CANNOT LEAD THIS STATE IF I BASE My 
THINKING ON HATE." 

FOLSOM WAS NOT INVITED TO THE RALLY. A COUNCIL SPOKESMAN SAID THE 

GOVERNOR WAS OPPOSED TO THE MOVEMENT, , — 1— 

2/10--JRU0AP 
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SAG, Birmingham (105*278) 


February 20, 1956 


Director, FBI (105*33955) 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
WTEMAL SWW&WT~^~J ~ 


1 





Betep of Special Agent Char lee 
dated February 2, 1956* 


• Stan berry 


This report is captioned "Citterns Councils 
of Alabama, Birmingham Division, Internal Security - X, u 
although it pertains to Citisens Council, Tarrant , 

Alabama, whiebityou previously advised is an autonomous 
organisation • This report also contains information 
concerning cttisens councils at Boebuch, East ] 

Birmingham and West Central Bark* 

Although these citisens councils may be 
affiliated with the Qttisens Councils of Alabama , a 
separate report on each should be submitted if they 
are autonomous / therefore , you are instructed to 
submit immediately a report captioned w Cttisens Council 
Tarrant, Alabama , and also advise whether the other 
three citisens councils mentioned in rerep are autonomous* 

In the future when information is received 
relative to a citisens council being fotmffdi.you should 
immediately establish whether it is separate and self- 
governing or whether it is merely a local chapter of a . 
state-wide organisation* In the former event a separate 
report should be submitted under the caption of the name 
of the cttisens council rather than under the caption of 
the state*wide group* As an example, the Savannah Office 
is submitting separate reports on approximately 50 citisens 
councils organised in the State of South Carolina, many 
of which are affiliated with but not chapters of a 
state-wide organisation* 

cc - Mobile (For Info rmaWmP ) " iT -**£-4 ; 


■£- 4 ? 


cc Bufile 105-43031 
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FEB 21 1956 




COMM g FBI 

FEB 2 01956 

MAILED 19 



NO. 64 ' 


Office ftAemOTdTlduM • united states go 


«r i 

M-.JiT; 

•n.r./f \7 


DATE: 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (105-33955) 

SAC, Mobile (105-121) . 

<£9 

Citizens councils of Alabama 
is - x 


Re Mobile teletype to Director, 2/11/56. 


><Mr. ason 

J- Mr. Mohr 

2 /l[i/ 56 Wr. Pa^td_ 4 i! 

Qsir. 

■ Mr. Tamm - 

/ Mr. Nease 

| Mr* WinterrowcL 

| Tele. R 06 & 

I Mr. Hofllo/nan — 
I Miss rfa/d y 


Attached ’hereto are two^copies each of the following/^ 

j&ewspaper items pertaining to the* v Central Alabama Citizens, f 

■S^ouncil rally on 2/10/56, held at Montgomery, Ala.: > 

£» sA — ' 

^ (1) Item appearing in "Montgomery Advertiser" 

//Montgomery, Ala., under date of 2/11/56, captioned "Senator ^ 
SHits^NAACP Move at Rally Here". 


j^^Nits NAACF Move at Rally Here". 

' (2) Item appearing in "Montgomery Advertiser", 

££ O X ^Montgomery , Ala., under date of 2/11/56, captioned "Reception 
gj±2 £j^for EaSTLaND". 

^ oo • : (3) Item appearing in "Montgomery Advertiser", . 

O^S^^Somery, Ala., under date of 2/11/56, captioned "Coliseum 
P- O ’'iL.Crcwd Overflows to Hear ’ Dixie- Defender 1 " . 


ft,-, LWU L» U UCal JJ1A -L O UCICilUCi • 

^ 

” 5 C\ 0 (I4.) Item appearing in "Montgomery. Advert iser", 

$£2 p ^Mon tgomery , Ala., under date of 2/11/56, captioned ' I 
Z~ ^j^and | | Cheered". 

*—•— UJ I i. nl 

— j fi-, tj? In addition to the remarks of Senator JAKES. 0. 

<C 3C Q^ASTLANP.,_appearing in the clippings, the additional remarks' 
. of Senator EASTLAND du ring the same addr ess are paraphrased 

.from notes taken. hy SA | I, who monitored' the 

.radio broadcast Of the meeting: 

^ / Senator EASTLAND inferred that pressure groups 

" co.pt rdl the Supreme Court and the President of the United 
States";, ' - < ' 

During a section of the speech in which Senator 
EASTLAND was advocating the organization of every county, 
city and community^in a "grass roots" organization like the/ 
Citizens Council, and in which he referred to the Citizens] 
Council as a "hard and; inflexible core of resistance" to |_ , 
integration, and urging, that every', "legal mefens" bV ‘us^h_ta 

_ 1 I 65 J 

(/^Bureau ( 105-33955 ) ( Enplsi $) X 

I ^Mobile (105-121) \ ]NDEXED-§?^ (! EB JfF 

" WED-vlw 



*1956 


ENCLOSURE 





Director, FBI , • 2/14/56 ' r . 

preserve the system of segregation,"' he quoted ABRAIlM LINCOLN ; • 
as : ei ther writing- -or s aying, "Overthrow not . the ■ Cons ti tut ion, , •- 
but the men who' pervert it". Defining > "Anglo-SaXon". law as • ■ 
the codification of the will and Custom of ;the people,: he . .. 
stated "When you follow custom* you follow, the law". • . 

■ • Senator EASTLAND ref erred ^-tO' the- National As s'ecl'ation 
for the Advancement of Colored People as a "front 6 rganization" ,.' 
and. an ."action group"., behind which, are the. Ford Foundation, 
labor groups, and "a half-dozen 1 f oundations"., all of" which .' 0 

expend enormous, amounts of money to secure "civil rights"- and' . 
to. "bring about racial amalgamation in. the South". '. He charged 
that UNESCO, a branch of. the United' Nations organization, - ' 
largely financed by the United States government, spends' great 
■Amounts of money for propaganda to bring about racial amalgama- 
tion.; ■ .* ' - ^ . I " >: • 

. ' . / He charged that the Supreme Court decision against 

. segregation in schools is an attempt' to destroy the power and . 
sovereignty - of the States of the United. States. • 

Referring to an. alleged statement by President - 
EISENHOWER that integrated schools would be- "glorious 'and .- • 

shining’ examples" of how well the .integrated system, would work. 
Senator EASTLAND said that' Ithe^p ' President I s - "trying to; hide '. 
his examples". 'The Senator, had .previously charged that in. 
those schools where recent integration- had taken place, the ■ ; 

I scholastic averages had been , lowered, .and that ' "indecent pro- 
i posals" had been made to "little .girls"'-.' -. ■ . ... 

Senator EASTLAND- said; also that: .'a fundament al' : • 

principle of the Citizens Council should b'e to see "that : no ' 
man is. mistreated". He said, ‘' '-Acts' of violence hurt t he • cause ’ ■ 
of the South", and. are used aS‘- propaganda against "us"..' '-He said, 
"'we can and. will, win within the law". V - 

• He pointed out the possibility of segregation being • / . 

( maintained in the: schools by basing .it-. not - on. color, or race," 
but on a "moral" basis, and. on the basis of the inherent police 
power of the state,- and to "promote peace?’. . He urged that each-, 
state adopt legal means of -some similar nature, to preserve 
segregation. He urged the - "constitutional.. and legal" means of 
. "interposition", and 'cited 'the-. historical ..suc-cess 'of -this device. 





Director, .FBI 


>\ 2/14/56, 


Characterizing' the present era, as "an. era. of Judicial tyranny " , 
the Senator, said, "Resi stance' ..to ■■tyranny is. 'obedience to God" , . 


■ 'R everend RO^BEqig^UGHgS . S t ate^Dl-r eotor of the Alabama _ 
C ouncil on Human Relations. Montgomery, adv i sed on 2/13/56 that 
he ~atTended the above rally, but noted no incidents' of disorder 
or violence. His account of the speeches add^.^jaothing to ‘ . 

information already possessed . . M r. . EU GERE ' Sr'ffi-j-ALL , ' Montgomery,- 
Educational Cotimit.tee Chairman of the Central’ Alabama Citizens! 
Councils, _ advised on. . 2/l3/5^ s= lha.t the. rally was ' free' of any ! ““ 
violence or any dist.urban.ces.. No ' direct inquiry was made of.- 
Mr. HALL concerning., the organization, inasmuch as his d.iscreti.oh. 
is not . so- well established that he could be trusted not to 
mention' to other officers of- the Central Alabama Citizens’ 

Council that such, inquiry' had been made., '■■titf&f 



y\f 
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v By BO^ INGRAM ■ // L;. 

U.S. Sen. James 0. ; - Eastland! , 5 y. -y 
(D-Miss) told, a 'cheer-ing throng 
'at the, State', Coliseum last -.rngjit //- 
lie v was sure' that -“you;' and AV£ ./•/ V 
bam a- are; not- .going -to. .permitythe * / 
NAACP to take /over. ; your// / 
schools.’ - ■ . • . /. 7 * . / ' ; . / // > -A 

* This- remark, in '-obvious 'ref er> -;/■ / 

1 ence to ■' rioting . on tile ’ Univ : ersfty; / / 
of Alabama- campus earlier.: this /./ . 
week; came at .the ^outset ofyhis -..-/ - 
address when " he mentioned/ ha .- / 

was an alumnus of. the‘ University. y 
-v. U ‘T am sure. you are not/going.. y 

to permit the N AAGP, -.to. control . ' A 
* ■ x \ your state,, and -you are not going . 

<■*45 f A^-^to -permit that organization to/use'/ /_ 
your little children as:;paw 0 s- dn//A 
. & ame of racial politics/' .EastT- ; 1 , 

if ) O lland told the -crowd.- '~'v ; /■ 

# q RECORD CROWD .1 A 

_ . ' plastland . spoke f at "a Citizens, /- / ' 

* Council rally which attracted 'the. / */ 

0 -* largest crowd , in -history to the //" 

~|A n A huge coliseum. Coliseum Mana’ger , r y 

* u) Tom -Reid, estimated -the -crowd at 

CT" V 11J100.. Montgomery Police. Com- . 

^ missioner Clyde. Sellers, - one : of 
NN the s P ea ^ ers on the program, said 
Qjj the- figure 'might run as high. as r 

(W^A dSj * 15,000 counting -several * hundred 

. lV who' couldn’t find seats., 

CS I ■ Robert Patterson, executive; sec- * / 
gff w retary' of- the Mississippi^- White /*' 
JgE V . Citizens . Council/ -in ’speaking on : 
Q \ the program, said the. crowd in/ * / 
UJ ^ attendance ; last night was Jhe / -./ 

"largest ■ segregation’ gathering in ■*/ 
"• ^ ^ recent history of the South/'. / / , 

P CO >=> ONE MENTION •;> ^ 

SSfc S2 go Sen. Eastland made but the one - 
ys **^1 . ^ m e n t - on of the University sit- y 

C 7 (X uation and y completely, side-/ ' - 

JgP A/* ^ stepped Montgomery’s own buit 

iZZ *Ss. boycott in His 36-minute address. -/ - 
g g: ~ He deleted the last six pages of - 

SE ^ , his prepared address as the crowd- 

g «>->* ^ -began to move -toward '• the exits 

- in increasing.- numbers: - 

St foM yul Eastland called on- the white . 

, t people pf the South - to organize^ in 


& 

>xcr 


Poo> 

*9fe“ ip&t, 


C..7 (\ 
S2 si 

is* ^ Si 

ae* < 

5$ fcfej yui 


Va massive /‘grass .roots’’ campaign - 
<C r to ir esist : rabiai^ integration ; r ‘' ; / 

Jut he insistent the “fight we- 
wage must r be , a just and legaT 
figjt. Acts of violence and law- . 
lessness' have no. place in our 7 
organization." ^ ' • 


^ S INGLE: CO URSE:; ^ .// ^. /yy--:* ' 

' luere'-X; only^onei course. , open' 

J i for/, the South to " take,, . and that * ' ^ 
is stern' resistance ; .* . there . is no i 
.other . alter nati ve /' he V continued . i 

" j ;< 4 Wey must *fighj ‘them with . every / 
/ . * legal/ weapon at .every, step of the ' v / 
/ way; .Southern :people v -are:. ;right 
Hpth : legally-, and morally./ ////’ -'-/• •/' 

1 /Eastland /said : there-: Was/ but ' 
iy one 'prescription Tor.; victory/;/ arid' / ' 

; . : that . was; to/ ‘ ^ organize and. He mili-* 

’. tarit:’’ /; . // y' 'v/:.;:/ ‘ ■ ■ ' 

: _ In calling' for. i the creation /of a 
. //regional^ commission'" to^ answer ; 

*' ytlie' attacks" ~made upon the South, - ; • 
^Eastland /said it ■ Was /imperative " 

/ 'that; public/ funds be employed' in : ./ 

- [this- effort.'// -/-y ■ - — * 

; * Calling the U:S.. Supreme -Court’s 
i desegregation decree : 4 ‘illegal/* :imr \ 

; 'moral, dishonest and /a disgrace//-' 
f ! the Mississippi /, senator said ' the. 

/. S mth had* entered an -‘era. of: judi-' , . 
p. :cal tyranny," ; .- : /’V- - - l y 

I HOLDING STEADFAST y 
/ ^‘And ; the. Anglo-Saxon /people / 
/ have held steadfast to the' ’belief . 

/. [that /resistance to tyranny isypbe/ 

/ diene e/tp God," * he'- added. b /y. / ; 

; 1/ Eastland was given a .thurider- ; . . ; 

, jous ovation when r he was*- intro-, y ; 

- 1 duced, whil e - a ban d p*l. a y e d ' ' 

: “Dixie." ^ - - y //• • /;•• //.. ' 

; The /program . opened* with- V a /- / 
^ prayer; .by , the Rev.- George/, W/ , . 

, Cheek of the Alabama 'Avenue/ , 

; Presbyter ian ; - Chur ch iriy- Seim a . ' / 
/ ;who .prayed/ that; God' “endythey- 
■ : cold war * that exists, between ' Fed- ' ' * 

; ,eral bureaucracy and local/ self. / 
.government// . . >y ./ : //i ; 

; >, State' Sen. 'Sar^Engelhardt Jn 
; of Macon /County, Chairman, of/thd r - ■_ • 
'r Central . Alabam a ;* Citizen s ’/ ^ Cpun- y / 
’ . cU/ which sponsored the rally, • -was . - 
" the opening' speaker-. - _ - / ; * 

' /Engelhardt , said the time’ yhad . j [ „ 
^ ' 'copie' for “white men to .stand up '• l \ 

. ami be counted." A * y ' 

- ' jThis is. no time for- pussy-foot- ■ 

/ 1 ‘ | (See. EASTLAND, Page. 8A) | - 




l; / (Conthiued from Page 1-A): |- 

| ing, but a time to take* a stand t 
land -be /counted- on one side or 

- the^other;">' EngelHardt 'declared.. ' 
//-Later/ as“EngeIhardt introduced 

a . number of guests on the. speak- 

- ers" platform, the' crowd began to 
./yell, “Where’s Big Jim?" Gov./ 
/ Folsom had : said - earlier, in the : 

day- ' he would - attend a - Mental ; 

' Health- Society' , dinner in .Birming- i 
ham. - y ‘ •* l 

'Mayor W. A,. Gayle and . Com- r 
/missionersy Sellers and Frank ; 

/ Farks /also ■ spoke- briefly. 

/ “We ' are all for. equal facilities 
‘ ’j for. the ■, races," Gayle said, “but: 
| we /are. also for segregation." 

. He was given, a tremendous oya- 
' , tion when introduced, exceeding' 

. ; that given any of the other speak- ’ 

: /ers. ' / *, ' r 

/Sellers also brought a rousing f 
; cheer when he opened his re- ? 
marks by- saluting a Confederate 
./ flag/. 'adjoining/ the rostrum.; .. 

■ “If any^ Negro : wants desegrega- > 
i t»n, then ' let him go where tbl^re 
“|iiy desegregation/’ 1 Sellers - |e- : . 

c ared. " “Arid . let me say ' agiin , 
i v hat I have said • . before :- I f - will : 
rrot sell my Southern birthright for 
/y any number: of -Negro ' votes / ’ 

/[ ' Atty. Gen. Eugene Cook of .Geor- 
yj gia;- another featured speaker- on 
.{the program, said' for ' years ■ he 
■ [had 'used “polite and legal terms" 
Jin fighting the .Supreme Court. de- 
cision, but. added “the time hasv 
now come to instead use defiance, 

’ nullification and- refusal to obey." 

“We will not permit racial sui- 
; cide in * Georgia • at any : price," ■ 

. the fiery; Cook declared, /‘and I- 
am sure the people of ' Alabama 
■; feel. the same, way/’ 

Cook said the real goal of the 

- NAACP. is to “strike down- all : 

- racial barriers, including that of ; 

■ racial intermarriage." 

! At. the close of the program 
ySen. Engelhardt appealed to the 
\ crowd to “go home peacefully and . 
* orderly.’^ . < 

"j -The audience took with them 
.[thousands of printed copies of. 
f What the Citizens’ . Council de- 


- _ ’sfribed as '-a transcript of 

PflCK ■ s j l;eec h ^ made at ;.an NAACP meqt- 

^ 'iig -in Mississippi in Decembei 

FeR £4STLfifim S ■ 1154 demanding an end to all sel- 

Irlgation. ® 
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•'. Sen . -James 0/ Eastland, of Mississippi ,j second -from rights discusses White-. Citizens; Council plans 
with other leading WjCC figures sliortly after . arnving in • Montgomery f by' : plane- yesterday. Pictured, 
left to: right, -are Eugerie Cbpk^;- Georgia’ attorney general; who : is accompanying Eastland, Luther .In- 
galls, J president, of Centfai * Alabaixia -CiUz^ens^ Council]" and ’ State ''Senator: Sam ' Englehardt; Macon 
County.— Photo by Owens ' : ' ~--7 • ■ • ' v 7 '7 ' ;■ - 7 ’7 V* • > u. ■ r\ ~ * v . ' -7 .. P* 
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I SEN. ;SAM ENGLEHARDI 
CACC Leader . 
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Arrival 


IN DEFENSE OF/SOUTH-\ f ^:\-^, 

-Sen. James 0, EastlandMeft) of Mississippi, discusses. the *or- 
feanization of the Citizens Council and defense of the ' South -with 
Ben. Walter Givhan of Dallas’ County at the, -C ACC rally-last 
might' at the - Alabama- Coliseum. , Eastland spoke to .a'nVesti-. 
[mated crowd of 12,000' people —Photo by Kraus 4 . • ; 


ALL WALKS OF LIFE 


ear . nixie 


By JOE AZBELL - 
Advertiser City Editor 
Riding in shiny new Cadillacs, 
pickup trucks, rattletrap old Fords 
and 'atomic -age Jaguars, the larg- 
est ‘political crowd in the recent 
history of the* - state packed the 
Alabama Coliseum last- night to 
“rededicate themselves to the 
Southern way of life.’* . . * 

They ; came from • everywhere— 
Lowndes,* Dallas, Jefferson, .'Tus- 
caloosa, Macon,' Covington, Mo- 
. -bile, Gads*den — to .hear Sen. 

I Jafnes 6. Eastland;, spokesman of. 
til Southern way Of life. .The 
ctpwd_ began to pack the huge: 
ciiseum before 6, Tilled half’ of- it 
before 7 and by 8, the line of 


cars headed* to - the 'mammoth 
building stretched E 1 to Madison 
avenue. ‘ ; 

They filed in the' coliseum doors 
in. long lines, millionaires ming- 
ling- with 'farmers, - Vas many 
women as men, all with eager 
looks on their faces , like people 
going to a "Billy Graham revival; 
As they entered the door, They 
&ere handed a copy of a maga- 
zine, “Arkansas Faith”, with': the 
bafetlecry line, “The : South Will 
Fight . ij Inside this -...was a booklet* 
“The Citizens Council,”; which 'was 
an allegiance to the states . rights 
and . segregation, ; a reprint of " a 
letter ' to the editor ■ of . the ■' Ala- 
(See CROWD, Page 8A) 


By FRANK McARDLE 
A smiling, ' cigar-smoking Sen. 
James 0. Eastland .alighted from ; 
a ; Delta airlines DC3 plane; yester- 
day, and- was whisked away by, a . 
.distinguished reception committee * 
to -'a local hotel preparatory to a 
Citif efts Council address last night 
at th^ Alabama Coliseum. ' 

Sen. Eastland, ^accompanied by 
Eugene Cook-,- Georgia Attorney 
General; a leader .in Citizen Coun-' 
cil activities , arrived* around 4 : 50 
./-p; m . and left . immediately, .for * the 
.. Jefferson; Davis Hotel. 

ADVANCE MATERIAL/ ^ 

Eastland; ■ carrying a large port- , 
folio; : containing .advance material • 
- for:,his speech, greeted -an;enthusi: • 

* astic-' crowd ..at- the - airport. -The 

; reception; committee, including, two ; 
state legislators,' Sen; "Walter Giv- 
han;.. of Dallas^ County/ -and Sam 
" Engelhardt, Macon* County ,' ? and Lu- *• 
•* tlier. Ingalls, . director of Central •; 
‘ Alabama; Citizens - Council. . ; * 

Eastland-, senior Mississippi. sen- 
ator, is a leader in the ’ organiza- j 
tioti of Citizens Councils. He helped' 
form the; Mississlppi Citizens Goun- 
j cil. and hailed the 1 group a “fine-, ‘ 

1 strong organization.” 'However, he ; 

• pointed out that; the purpose of, j 
citizens councils. is “not political. ” ; 

1 “The U.S. Supreme Court has 
„ been destroying harmonious rela- 
j/ tionships between the races in the 

2 South,” 1 the senator said, and ] 
; “strong measures must be taken I 
" to prevent invasion of states rights 

.. by .the federal government. 
g _Sen. Eastland declined -to-; com- ; 
T ment on material planned for. ms 1 
;* ’speech -last,night before an imp|r : ■ 
s Tant meeting of the Central Ala 
, bama ] Citizens’ - Council. \ 
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( Continued from Page 1- A ) 

bama Journal on states rights'^ arid 
applications for * the/ WCC, 

SHOW BIG JIM ; : ^ 7 

• A doorman handed a magazine 
to -a fri’end- “We’re going 'to jshoW: 
old Big ^ Jim tonight./ He then ex- 
pounded; on' his impression of the 
governor. Inside against' the -wall 
were./ huge floor sweep/ barrels 
with ' signs . above .them,'. '‘Dona- 
tions ” -Tacked on front*/ of the: 
barrels, were -red,, -white and ; blue 
shields. At each- of=:the entrances 
: were -two long .banquet -tables/witli’ 

. five - people ..seated behind / each; 
They - had, :cigar ‘ boxes " for -cash - 
boxes , and White Citizens Council 1 
application blanks -/ before ^herri^ 1 
Business , was of ,' the -land) -office 
variety . ' One .-girl complained' be- 
iore the/end/of the: -night* that she* 
had- “writer’s cramps./ / *’ , /. 

; ^ Si " nin ^ i VP -were all manner of 
people, teen-agers -who/ handed: 
over tHeif money/ old people" with 
- walking • -canes, young -business- 
' men, women and political; figures. 

1 Inside the-; atmosphere - was /-‘pop-: 
r corn, Rebel -yells and Dixie “ 'As 

} a band made-up mostly of Alcazar 

■ Shrine Temple band - members led 
‘ by Happy vilurst. beat out “Dixie- ” 

, the' huge /coliseum .. thundered/ j 
, under ;a Rebel yell. -The audience ^ 
i stood in reverence. 

■■ . The ^ coliseum, /was' decorated 

■ w ^h fiag .buntings, red, white and 
blue ** par apher nalia 'and . the Stars, 
and Bars. Two men carried a 
Confederate flag to- the Speakers' 
rostrum and ^anchor^d" it beside, 

, the s peakers-* stand. T 


LARGE CRO WD 1 ■ . 

/ -.Seated .down were | 

, an estimated 2,000; people,- while : 
some- 30 political/ figures had j 
; seats on- the/platform .> Overall, in j 
the coliseum seats and; aisles were j 
j an estimated '12,000. * The catcalls ‘ 
were clear/ .‘‘.Where’s ^ Big Jim?”; 1 
And a - loud holler : - “He's- in Bir- i 
mingh'am'Ao see - : LucyV*‘ Behind 
■ which came a; .thundering, “Yea,. ; , 
; Pixie.” IV was a pep^ rally :and a' * ■ 
political- /convention -and** an old -) 
? f ashioned, :revi vap: all mixed in/a; 

: big. pot. •/ *' --/ 

:As; Lu/h'(5r/Ihgallsi c ' 

introduced -the various speakers/' 
the -roof "of /the coliseum popped r 
with-- the 0 cheers. . -When/ "Mayor *■' 
A. Gayle- spoke,' /the; audience- / 
cheered - and ; gave him * a rising / 
ovation. The/ same ? occurred^ as - 
Commissioner. Clyde Sellers spbkeV ■ 

' Commissioner frank y Parks-" also' 
received v a v thunderous ' * oV ation ,■ / 1 
Sellers and Gayle said they . would , 
hold the : line against* Negro- 'inte- 1 
gration and the house fell, in again. , 
with/cheers. Parks/said he* was' : 
‘‘with/’em.”;. - ;i /..* ' - .//; 

As Sen. ,Sam Englehardt spoke,: i 
he too received /the/Caesar .cry. ; 
!;R /v^s a well . dressed /audience;* ;• 
jf .could, have been, a: Prowd at " a * / 
Sunday church ^meeting, or civic » 
*cf u m* -■ R was * a Southern crowd/ * ' f 
Meat ion /that the South; will fight ; * r- 
inteferation- and the! - kef ; Was e 
turned for/ovation / - ' : / - ‘ / 


I WORKING PRESS 
.Down at -tl^^^gt^r’s -rostrum 
were lined v newspaper men from 
NeW York, .Chicago,. Birmingham/ 
Atlanta, Nashville ; and .TV carri- 
, eras of CBS" and movie cameras. 

; of Mo vi etpne- /News; - Fox, News, 
Tele-News* and . the grinding., cam- 
eramen of /a; Half - dozen TV ‘-men: 
/- Sen. Eastland rode -into the coli- 
- seujn in/a;Highway Patrol, car-. He 
stepped on/ -the ; platform amid 
, flashing . .bulbs; and; momentous 
cheering.; / ../ /*'/ ' -*• 

;/ The flags, ..the ..intoxicating pop- 
corn' odors 1 and an 'atmosphere, of 
; march- music and; Pixie renditions 
did ' something/ -to/ -this - cheering, 
enthusiastic '“ crowd,. ;; The audience 
was the important thing~as ♦ one 
political figure /put. it: “This, is; 
what - the; ' people: think . This * is^ 
whaV they Aave/been. waiting for 
/ / . a chance ' to~* say how they 
feel/ , / //: //--. 

/ Bruce ; Renderson;/ Mayor Chris 
Heinz , < Revenue 1 Board' mem bers / 
The "legislative * delegation . and 
scores of other- political personali- 
ties : including many . members of 
the Legislature were there: No one ; 
could say . these were, people from 
any /section -of- 'Montgomery- 1- — as 
many came/ from /Cloverdale . as 
from Oak : Park,-/ as many from , 

; Capitol; Heights; as; West 'End. 

. They; came- to. hea/ leaders ex- 
press themselves" oh; segregation. ; 
-They. .Went • away/ satisfied.- They 
: seem, to* be ' fresher 'in/ a determi- 
nation. to hold the /line, 
v. Said a. Woman/ “God bless ’em. 
,G od bless ’ em . 1 God , /give us. more 
of/’em-fi-meh. lit e*; those men.' God,, 
give - us :mor e < >f' ’em.” : : 
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' i Cbmirdssioner Clyde Sellers (right) and Mayor. \y.' A.’ Gayle Second irorh ieftV;discuss,IKe seg^ ; 
rdgation issue with' Sen. Bruce -Henderson- of Miller’s Ferry ; (left) ;, arid" Gen. Crack Hanna, : Of r Birf 
minghamV Sellers- and Gayle- received standing; ovations from the croftdfor their stand ' on* the segr- 
egation question.— Photo by Kraus- ,.V., ' - v^‘ = - ^ . -*-• .. 
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CHANGED TO 

/£>s-¥^ *■<>/-./ 



STANDARD FORM NO. 6* 


„*v. . 

Office 'Memorandum • united stat* government 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Mobile 


DATE: 2/21/56 


CHANGED: ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS* 

COUNCILS OF ALABAMA, 
akafpITIZENS* COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
IS - X 


The title of this case is marked changed 
the complete name of subject organization asjE^ SSOG I AT 10 
CITIZENS* COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. V 




H. 

3 - i 


fleet 


Reference. is made to Bulet/to Mobile and Birmingham 
2 / 3/56 concerning the opening of separate/ files on the various 
citizens* councils in Alabama in the absence of a state-wide 
organization. 

For the information of the Bureau and Birmingham, j'j? 
news articles reflected that a state-wide organization was formei |j 
at Montgomery, Alabama on 2/17/56 to be known as ASSOCIATION TjJ^ 
OF CITIZENS* COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. ' — - - 


jq 


/ News articles reflect that the state headquarters ||| 
of the organization will be at Montgomery and that Dr .„ JOHN. . M 
tf WHITLEX . a T arrant City dru g gist t y gs elected chairman of the (111 
^organization and St at.e^ Senator SAM\ENGELHARDT . JR. of Macon W' 
County- was named exe cutive se rretar\. ' ' S« | 


;§f An article appearing in The Mobile Register newspaper*. 

If 2 /lS / 56 reflected that the final organization was completed at a | 

«) closed meeting by a committee of eleven men who had been named iffp 
to carry out this plan at a state meeting held in Montgomery the |’|i| 
past week. According to this news article, the state const it utiorr^ 
of the subject organization specifies that the organization is i 

dedicated to maintain peace, good order and domestic tranquility 
and ta .preservation of states* rights. The article stated that (j 


P ROBERTA P ATT ERSON of 


Executive Secretary of 


V the Mississippi White Citizens* Council, had helped in the 
* % Organizational session. ~~ ? i' - > , . J 

J Others present ofeer r than WHITLEY, and ENGELHARDT 



were identified in this article as "Col^ALSTONMEITH of Selma, 


■. /f-Sg a. WALTER C.&GIVHAN of Saffo 

V .IED1HAGEN of Birmingham , EARMbaILEY of T abraht C: 
tj 4 ^N1BRS_0 N of ^ liTIerslSrrv . CL^DMELLY of Atmon 

Bureau (105-33955) ( REG§®r 4A^^%^^ 
\ jiT R"2 - Birmingham /(105-272) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

Xxl i _ ^ hnc.ioi 1 <r> FFR 


luthermngale 


f Montgon 
ty, FRED. 
. TELFAlj 


SHBURN- 


49 


S>sjl . Mobile (105-121) 
Q<JTB:l^ . Qf 


© FEB 
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Director, FBI ^ 

of Bay 


constitution provides that the organization will be financed by 
an annual assessment of $1. from each member in the recognized and 
qualified county councils. 

In view of this information, separate files will not 
be opened on the individual county councils and all information 
concerning citizens’ councils *in that portion of Alabama covered 
by Mobile will be reported in one file captioned as above. 

Inasmuch as the state headquarters of the organiza- 
tion is at Montgomery, the Mobile Office should be considered 
office of origin in instant investigation. 

The Bureau is referred to previous communications 
entitled ’’CENTRAL ALABAMA CITIZENS’ COUNCIL’’ in which the Bureau 
was advised that a separate report would be submitted under caption 
’’CENTRAL ALABAMA CITIZENS’ COUNCIL.” In view of the formation of 
the state-wide organization, this separate report will not be 
submitted but this information will be included in one report which 
will be submitted in the near future. 


Minette and LAWREN CEij^RAWFORD of 

According to tffe news article, the organizers’ 






Bireetar, FBI 

&>. 

ASSOCIATION Of CITIZENS * COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 

• X ' ' 


Reference is made to precious correspondence 
concerning individual citisens councils in Alabama and 
also concerning the formation of a stated-wide ■ 

organisation • 



uv; 

H 


Tolson — 
/Board man 
Nichols _ 
Belmont _ 

Harbo 

.Mohr _ 

Parsons 
Rosen — 

Tamm 

Sizoo _ — 


v Winterrowd . 
Tele. Room 
Holloman — 
\ Gandy 

\ 

\ 


Information set out in an article in 
Tuscaloosa News n in its February IS, 1956, issue 
reveals that State Senator Walter 6, Givhan on 
February IT, 1956, at a citisens council meeting in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama , stated the state-wide organisation 
being formed would act as a clearing house for action 
of all the united but autgngmgMM. 6? or wore county 
councils. 

From other information received it appears 
that the councils formed in Alabama are self-governing 
and merely affiliated with the state-wide organisation ... 
Therefore, Mobile and Birmingham are instructed to 
furnish the Bureau promptly d list of all citisens 
councils active in your territories • A separate file 
should be opened on each and a report suitable for 
dissemination submitted on each organisation . No 
deadline is being set for the Submission of thebe 
reports in view of the number of councils / however, 
this matter should receive Continuous attention and 
reports should be submitted promptly. 


are reminded that your inquiries 
concerning these organisations should be most discreet 
and conducted in accordance with instructions set forth 
in SAC Letter 55-66, 
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Date: 3-6-56 


Transmit the following message via 


L 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


Mr. Tolson... 
Mr*^. Nichols, 
oardman. 


Mason... 
Mr* Mohr. 


Mr. Parsons. 
Mr* Roson— » 
Mr. Tamm... 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

From SAp, BIRMINGHAM (105-272) 

To: IERECT0R, FBI (105-33955) 


“Mr. Nease — i 
Mr. WinterrovriL 
TslCt Roo m 1 1 1..— 
Mr. Holloman—. 
Miss Gand y 


)pQ: 


ASSOC IATION 0 

ALABAM A 

"iNT^NAL SECURITY - X 


ITIZENS COUNCILS OF 



Rebulet to Mobile. March 1, 1956. 

BH Office preparing individual reports on Citizens Councils 
in this territory. Bureau advice is requested re whether these reports diould 
be disseminated locally to ONI, OSI, and G-2, 


FULTS 


3 Bureau (AM) 
1 Birmingham 


CBSjT 





cc - Mr, 



March 22, > 2956 


<&S0fr-3 3?5-&~32. 


65935 


East Sadsden, AZaham 


Hear Mr-, 


Tour letter postmarked iSarohl, 2956, 


together with the .^nolosmro-,' has been race toed 
and the mottoes wrompted your communication 


are indeed appreciM 1 t*i. 


Si nee re 2 y yours. 


&*W83J& 

cc - Birmingham 


John Edgar Soever 
Director 


Correspondent f s letter states -that enclosed 
material may be inspired by Communi sts/Hs a sample of 
what is being -dtstafLbuted in Alabama to stir up strife 
between the races. He states that he is of the white 
race, 

; “Jj fietfespondent 's lett er enclosed a leaf let . 
cap t i on eo T I . . . Pr ofe ssor of ffowa rd~ 

ifnPpe-rsi t'y.- Washington s D, C, f n which states that 
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East Gadsden, Alabama 


anyone wishing to help prevent the aim of the NAACP: 
being attained contact Ace Carter , Executive Secretary , 
Alabama -Citizens* Council , Birmingham, - Alabama . Bufiles 
contain no data re correspondent* ' The files reflect 
that your office forwarded^ an identical leaf let to 
Bureau by letter dated 2-2-56, 


NOTE ON- YELLOW: . . • . . 

A copy of the leaf let was furnished to 
AAG Tompkins on 2-15-56 f 
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|. . . Professor of Howard University — Washington, D. C. 

i' 

Speaking while organizing the N.A.AC.P. in Jackson, Mississippi 
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“N.A.A.C.P. is affording you the leadership . . . emancipation is now at hand. White and methodist women have 
approved our demand for equality. When our demands have become an actuality . . . .we. will honor the leaders of 
Mississippi with blunt persecution. We demand that the War and Navy departments eliminate Jim Crow. Our good 
friend Marshall Zhukov reported to Stalin that he could never understand why the American negro fought for Ame- 
rica, that so long as the U. S. had those splendid negro soldiers they could never whip America. The negro is the 
white man’s superior. The negro has always excelled. There has never been a white man who could compete with 
Jackie Robinson . . . Nat King Cole . . . Ralph Bunche . . . Duke Ellington 




We demand the abolition of all state laws which forbid intermarriage of the different races. We demand the re- 
moval of the last vestige of barriers. The whole world knows that the white man prefers the negro woman. The 
white women have been subjected to persecution and restriction. The recent announcement by white women’s church 
organizations serves notice they intend to strike their own shackles. It is well known that the white woman is dis- 
satisfied with the white man, and "they along with us demand the right to win and 'love the negro men of their 
choice, so they can proudly tell the world he is my man ... a man in every respect. The average negro man has adopt- 
ed the attitude that why buy a cow when he can get plenty of mountain butter for nothing. We demand the right for 
every negro man or woman to marry the white of his or her choice 1 , if he can find one fit to marry. I am proud of 
Thy ~negro "heritage “7 r . 'and I “wilT hot mix ^that' negro^blobd- with” the~ stocks of ~~a n~~inf erior ~r a ce~ — ~ — : 


c 


And now allow me to bring you the good news of Arkansas Winthrop Rockefeller, our good friend . . . has as- 
sured us that the Governor, Orville ... is our friend and will be anxious to meet all our demands though playing 
along with the segregationists . . . will do all he demands of him . . . and all we demand of him ... he has 
promised that we will have representation and control of the State Democratic Committee and that we will dominate 
ilhat Committee in organization. He has promised us representation and control in the State Educational Department 
. . . You can imagine what benefits will accrue to the negro from this appointment . . . he has promised he will ap- 
point negro to Alcoholic Control Board ... he has promised to remove the hideous word “colored” from all toilets 
and water fountains he has promised that during his second term . . . the Adjutant General of the Arkansas National 
Guard will be an outstanding negro. He has promised us that negroes will be integrated .. into all state colleges. He 
has promised not to approve any legislation until it is approved by our own the honorable I. $. McClendon. Pro- 
mised to appoint negroes to the State Pardon and Paroles Board . . . will fill vacancy on Arkansas University Board 
with a negro ... and the chaplain in the next Arkansas legislature will be an outstanding- negro minister. Now 
hear this we will absolutely control the next election in Arkansas ” 


If you wish to help prevent the aim of the N.A.A.C.P., contact Ace Carter, Executive Secretary, Alabama Citizens’ 
Council, 517-18 Lyric Building, 3rd Avenue and 18th Street North. — Phone 54-2295 — 4-7797, Birmingham, Ala. 




